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Prelims 
 

Polity & Governance 

 

World Press Freedom Index 

2020  

Why in news? 

 The media watchdog group Reporters 

Without Borders has released the yearly 

World Press Freedom Index 2020. This 

Report is publishing since 2002.  

 It is based on an evaluation of media 

freedom that gauges pluralism, media 

independence, indicators of the level of 

media freedom violations in each region 

and the quality of the legal framework 

and the safety of journalists in 180 

countries. 

 Norway ranks first for the fourth 

consecutive year followed by Finland and 

Denmark at second and third place 

respectively. 

 India has dropped by two places to be 

ranked 142nd. As against murders of 6 

journalists in 2018 in the country, in 2019, 

there was no murder of journalists which 

shows that the security situation for the 

country's media might seem, on the face 

of it, to have improved. 

COVID-19 impact on press freedom  

 Media freedom and pluralism are part of 

the rights and principles envisaged in the 

European Charter of Fundamental Rights 

and in the European Convention on 

Human Rights.  

 But it has increasingly come under the 

spotlight in recent years in democratic 

and non-democratic countries because of 

the rise of populist and authoritarian 

governments, whilst in this Index 2020, it 

has been argued that the next decade will 

be pivotal in ensuring the preservation of 

media freedom.  

 This threat to media freedom is often 

attributed to many world-leaders who 

views free media as an opponent, rather 

than a fundamental aspect of a free 

society.  

 Media freedom supporters have 

cautioned that governments across the 

globe could utilize the coronavirus 

emergency as a pretext for the 

implementation of new, stringent 

restrictions on free expression, as well as 

to expand press censorship.  

 In many nations, the crisis has been 

exploited for just such reasons, with 

political leaders utilizing it as a 

justification for more restrictions on 

media freedom.  

 Some governments have utilized the crisis 

to impose media limitations that in 

ordinary times would be impossible. The 

Council of Europe (CoE) Platform for the 

Protection of Journalists has cautioned 

that the new assault on media freedom 

amid the COVID-19 pandemic has 

worsened an already gloomy media 

freedom outlook. 
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Open Court Hearings  

Why in news? 

 The Supreme Court had imposed 

restrictions on people from entering, 

attending or taking part in court hearings 

and emphasized on open court system by 

invoking its extraordinary Constitutional 

powers under Article 142  

 The apex court held that all imposed 

restrictions are lawful and open court 

system ensures transparency in 

administration of justice in the wake of 

the COVID-19 pandemic to promote social 

distancing norms and best public health 

practices to contain the contagion. The 

scaling down of conventional operations 

within the boundaries of courts is a 

measure in that direction. 

 The court said that public health is more 

important than conventions. Judiciary 

would have to improvise and continue to 

bank heavily on “videoconferencing 

technologies”.  

 This is not a matter of discretion but of 

duty and thus, every individual and 

institution is expected to cooperate in the 

implementation of designed measures to 

reduce the transmission of the virus.  

 It is necessary that courts at all levels 

respond to the call of social distancing 

and ensure that court premises do not 

contribute to the spread of virus.  

 The challenges led by the COVID-19 have 

to be addressed by preserving the 

constitutional commitment in ensuring 

the delivery of and access to justice to 

those who seek it.  

Constitutional provisions  

 Access to justice is fundamental to 

preserve the rule of law in the democracy 

envisaged by the Constitution of India. 

 Article 142 (Part V) allows the Supreme 

Court to pass any order necessary for 

doing complete justice in any cause or 

matter pending before it. 

 Article 142 (1): The Supreme Court in the 

exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such 

decree or make such order as is necessary 

for doing complete justice in any cause or 

matter pending before it, and any decree 

so passed or order so made shall be 

enforceable throughout the territory of 

India in such manner as may be 

prescribed by or under any law made by 

Parliament and, until provision in that 

behalf is so made, in such manner as the 

President may by order1 prescribe. 

Governor’s Rule in BTAD 

Why in news?  

 5 year term of Bodoland Territorital 

General Council tenure got expired on 27 

April 2020 and election can’t be held amid 

COVID-19 pandemic. Thus, it has been 

placed under governor’s rule for the first 

time and is a setback for the ruling 

Bodoland People’s Front, which wanted 

an extension of the term or elections at 

the earliest. 

 BTC administration covers four districts 

(Kokrajhar, Chirang, Udalguri and Baksa) 

and collectively called the Bodoland 

Territorial Area Districts (BTAD).  

 The State’s Governor is the constitutional 

head of the BTAD that falls under the 

Sixth Schedule of the Constitution and is 

administered by the Bodoland Territorial 

Council (BTC). 
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 As per the Sixth Schedule, the 4 states 

(Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram) 

consists of the Tribal Areas which are 

technically different from the Scheduled 

Areas. Though these areas fall within the 

executive authority of the state, but 

provision has been made for the creation 

of the District Councils and regional 

councils for the exercise of the certain 

legislative and judicial powers.  

 Each district is an autonomous district 

and Governor can modify the boundaries 

of the said Tribal areas by notification. 

About BTC 

 BTC is an autonomous body under the 

Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

There have been two Bodo Accords (1993 

and 2003) and the second one led to the 

formation of the BTC.  

 The second BODO Accord marked the end 

of the armed movement. Recently, in 

January 2020, the Centre, the Assam 

government and Bodo groups, including 

all factions of the militant National 

Democratic Front of Bodoland, signed an 

agreement for peace and development.  

 Elections to the BTC were first held in 

2005 and has been ruled by the Bodoland 

People’s Front (BPF) ever since 

National Panchayati Raj Day, 2020 

Why in news?  

 Every year, 24 April is observed as 

National Panchayati Raj Day since the 

passing of the 73rd Constitutional 

Amendment Act 1992, which came into 

force from 24 April, 1993. 

 To understand the ground level problem, 

which was difficult, it was decided that 

the power of democracy should be 

decentralized. Rajiv Gandhi (Former 

Indian PM) is credited to take democracy 

to the grassroots level by laying the 

foundation of Panchayati Raj institutions 

 This year, PM of India launched e-Gram 

Swaraj & Swamitva Yojana, two web 

portals for accelerating the pace of 

development in India's villages. 

 The e-Gram Swaraj app will help in 

accelerating projects in villages from 

planning to completion. It will provide 

panchayats a single interface to complete 

development projects. 

 Swamitva Yojana will help in reducing 

disputes over property by using drones in 

mapping of properties in villages.  

Panchayati Raj 

 A committee was formed under the 

chairmanship of Balwantrai Mehta in 

1957, which recommended democratic 

decentralization of the power.  

 Rajasthan was the first state to establish 

Panchayat Raj in 1959 and it was followed 

by Andhra Pradesh in the same year. 

Thereafter, most of the states adopted 

the system.  
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Ordinance passed 

Why in news? 

 Doctors and paramedical workers who 

were engaged in testing or treating 

COVID-19 cases were assaulted and their 

vehicles were damaged by people who 

feared being infected by them.  

 In an ordinance, passed by the President 

of India, attacks on health care 

professionals were made cognisable and 

non-bailable offence, and turning it into a 

law. It will provide for expediting 

investigation and imprisoning those 

convicted to up to seven years, and 

Three-tier system 

of Panchayati Raj 

in India (The 

subject of Local 

Government is 

mentioned in the 

State List under 

the Seventh 

Schedule to the 

Constitution of 

India) 

Village Panchayat is the lowest unit of the tier at the village level and 

looks for the village level responsibilities. Its members are elected for 

five years by the members of the gram sabha. Every Panchayat elects a 

President or Sarpanch and a Vice-President or UPsarpanch. He acts as a 

spokesperson in the Panchayat Samiti. 

 

 

 

Panchayat Samiti is at block level which consists of a Block 

Development Officer who looks after a group of villages. It comprises 

20 to 10 villages depending on area and population. The president of 

the Samiti is the Pradhan, who is elected by and from the panchayats 

falling in the block area and two women members and one member 

each from the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes to be co-opted. 

 Zilla Parishad is the topmost tier at the district level. All the Block 

Development Officers are answerable to Zilla Parishad. This tier makes 

development plans at the district level with the help of Panchayat 

Samiti. The Chairman of the Zilla Parishad is elected from among its 

members. The Zilla Parishad, for the most part, performs coordinating 

and supervisory functions. It coordinates the activities of the Panchayat 

Samitis falling within its jurisdiction. In certain states, the Zilla Parishad 

also approves the budgets of the Panchayat Samitis. 
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imposing stringent penalties on vandalism 

and damage to property. It has also 

amended the Epidemic Diseases Act, 

1897.  

 Moreover, the Odisha government has 

also promulgated an ordinance to deal 

with the spread of the COVID 19 by 

amending Section 3 of the Epidemic 

Diseases Act, 1897. 

 Anyone who defies any guideline or 

request made under the Act, is subject for 

detainment as long as two years or with a 

fine of up to Rs 10,000 or with both. 

 All offences under the Act shall be 

cognisable and bailable.  

 Any person disobeying any regulation 

made under the 1897 Act was deemed to 

have committed an offence punishable 

under Section 188 of the IPC, under 

Section 3 of the Act.  

 A provision has also been also made in 

the Ordinance for special procurement of 

critical drugs and consumables to manage 

the COVID-19 outbreak.  

 Odisha’s department of health and family 

welfare has also framed regulations which 

have two provisions: Not wearing a mask 

in public place shall be considered as an 

offence. The penalty for the first three 

instances has been kept at Rs 200 while 

for offences beyond that, the penalty 

shall be Rs 500 for each offence in the 

state.  

Operation SHIELD  

Why in news? 

 Delhi administration has announced 

Operation SHIELD to fight COVID-19 

pandemic.  

 SHIELD stands for: 

1. S - Sealing of the immediate area 

after geographical marking. 

2. H - Home quarantine of all the 

people living in the area. 

3. I - Isolation and tracing of people 

who have been first and second 

contacts. 

4. E- Essential supply of commodities is 

ensured. 

5. L- Local sanitation of the area by 

authorities. 

6. D – Door to door health checks of 

everyone living in the area.   

Price Monitoring & Resource 

Unit (PMRU) 

Why in news? 

 Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU) 

had set up the National Pharmaceutical 

Pricing Authority (NPPA) in Jammu & 

Kashmir to check overpricing and 

identifying causes & addressing local 

issues of shortages/hoarding of medicines 

in the current situation when country is 

fighting against the COVID-19 pandemic 

and now it has become 12th state/ UT 

where it has been set up.  

 PMRUs have already been set up by NPPA 

in 11 States i.e., Kerala, Odisha, Gujarat, 

Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Nagaland, 

Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh 

and Mizoram. 

Functions of PMRUs  

 Due to the absence of a field-level link 

between the NPPA, the State Drugs 

Controllers and State Drug Inspectors to 

monitor drug prices, the suggestion to set 

up PMRUs was made.  
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 It is a registered society, which functions 

under the immediate control and 

oversight of State Drug Controller of 

Jammu & Kashmir.   

 Helps NPPA and State Drug Controller in 

ensuring availability and accessibility of 

medicines at affordable prices.  

 Organise seminars, training programs and 

other information, education and 

communication (IEC) activities in the 

areas of availability and affordability of 

medicines for all.   

 Funded by NPPA for its recurring and non-

repeating costs.   

 Collects samples of medicines, gather and 

investigate information and make reports 

with respect to availability and over-

pricing of medicines for taking action 

under the arrangementsof Drug Price 

Control Order (DPCO).  

Composition of PMRUs 

 State Health Secretary: Chairman  

 Drugs Controller: Member secretary. 

 Members: Representative of a State 

government, private pharmaceutical 

companies, and those from consumer 

rights protection. 

 Executive committee: Headed by the 

Drugs Controller. 

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority  

 A government regulatory agency  

 Controls the costs of pharmaceutical 

drugs. 

 Formed on 29 August 1997. 

 Fixes ceiling prices of essential medicines, 

listed in Schedule I of DPCO, 2013. 

 Other: National Pharmaceutical Pricing 

Policy (NPPP) – governs price control, 

Drug Price Control Orders (DPCO) – 

enforces price control, National 

Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy-2012 – 

places a regulatory framework for pricing 

of drugs. 

No 100% quota for tribal 

teachers: SC 

Why in news? 

 A five-judge Constitution Bench of the 

Supreme Court held that giving 100% 

reservation for tribal teachers in schools 

situated in Scheduled Areas in India is 

unconstitutional and observed that it was 

an “obnoxious idea” to teach tribal by 

tribal. 

 The case originated from a legal challenge 

to January 10, 2000 order, which given by 

the erstwhile State of Andhra Pradesh 

Bench that gave 100% reservation to the 

ST applicants, out of whom 33.1/3% shall 

be women, for the post of teachers in 

schools situated in the Scheduled Areas of 

the State. The court said the 2000 order 

was “unreasonable and arbitrary”. 

 Citizens have equivalent rights, and the 

absolute exclusion of others by making an 

opportunity for one class as not thought 

about by the founding fathers of the 

Constitution of India. 

 The court observed that 100% reservation 

is discriminatory and impermissible. The 

opportunity of public employment is not 

the prerogative of few people.  

 A 100% reservation to the Scheduled 

Tribes has denied SCs and OBCs likewise 

of their due representation. The court 

alluded to the Indira Sawhney judgment, 

which caps reservation at 50%. 
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 The verdict is not against affirmative 

programmes as such, but a caution 

against implementing them 

in a manner detrimental to the rest of 

society. 

 Dr. B. R. Ambedkar observed during the 

debate in the Constituent Assembly on 

the equality clause, 

that any reservation normally ought to be

 for a “minority of seats”. 

 It is as yet a matter of discussion 

in favour of the 50% cap imposed by the 

Court on total 

reservation, albeit with some allowance f

or relaxation in special circumstances. It is

 still a matter of debate whether the 

ceiling has innate sanctity, but it is clear t

hat wherever 

it is imperative that the cap be breached, 

a special case must be made for it.  

 Such a discussion ought not occupy 

consideration from the way that there is a 

proceeding with requirement for a 

significant portion for STs, particularly 

those living in territories under the Fifth 

Schedule uncommon regulation.  

Sugarcane Prices fixation  

Why in news? 

 A five-judge Constitution Bench of the 

Supreme Court held that both the Central 

and State governments have the power to 

fix the price of sugarcane under the 

Concurrent List of the Constitution. 

 Bench observed that even though a State 

cannot fix a “minimum price” if the 

Centre has just fixed it, the State is 

constantly free to fix the “advised price or 

remunerative price” that will be higher 

than the minimum price according to the 

Sugarcane (Control) Order, 1966, which 

was issued under Section 16 of the Uttar 

Pradesh Sugarcane (Regulation of Supply 

and Purchase) Act, 1953. 

 When the advised price is lower than the 

minimum price, the minimum price will 

prevail. 

 So long as the advised price is higher than 

the minimum price, the equivalent can't 

be supposed to be void under Article 254 

of the Constitution.  

 Article 254: Inconsistency between laws 

made by Parliament and laws made by 

the legislatures of states.  

Swachhata-MoHUA App 

Why in news? 

 Revised version of the current Swachhata-

MoHUA App has been launched by the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

(MoHUA), which incorporates COVID-19 

related help demands including 

fogging/sanitation, food, shelter and 

reporting infringement of 

quarantine/lockdown 

 It is the official platform for Swachh 

Bharat Mission. It serves as an viable 

digital tool (e-governance) empowering 

citizens to play a functioning role in the 

Swachhata of their cities and increase 

accountability with respect to the Urban 

Local Bodies (ULBs). 

 The app empowers a citizen to post a 

civic-related issue like landfill, public 

toilets not cleaned, and so on which is 

then sent to the city corporation 

concerned and from that point assigned 

to the sanitary inspector of the specific 

ward. 
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 Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) are capable to 

resolve all complaints posted on this App. 

As the complaints posted under new 

COVID-19 categories are critical, ULBs 

need to make prompt move either 

directly resolving the complaints or 

connecting the citizen with concerned 

departments. ULBs need to screen the 

status of grievances and to guarantee the 

resolution of same.  

Free testing and treatment 

Why in news? 

 In the battle against COVID-10 and 

unprecedented crisis, it is important to 

include private sector as a key accomplice 

and stakeholder. Along these lines, the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has 

decided to give free testing and 

treatment of COVID-19 at private 

laboratories and empanelled hospitals 

under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). 

 These tests would be carried out as per 

the protocol set by ICMR and by private 

labs approved/registered by the ICMR.  

Objective 

 To increase the supply of testing and 
treatment facilities. 

 To increase access by roping in the private 
sector through AB-PMJAY in accordance 
with Indian Council for Medical Research 
(ICMR) guidelines. 

 

 Ayushman Bharat is viewed as the world’s 

biggest state-supported health insurance 

scheme. National Health Authority (NHA) 

is the apex government agency 

answerable for the design, roll-out, 

execution and management of AB-PMJAY 

across the country. 

 States have already enlisted private 

sector hospitals to convert them into 

COVID-19 only hospitals. Hospitals can 

use their own approved testing facilities 

or tie up with an approved testing facility 

for the scheme. 

 As per ICMR guidelines for COVID-19 

testing by private laboratories, the test is 

to be directed by a laboratory which has 

NABL accreditation for real-time 

polymerase chain reaction assay for a 

ribonucleic acid virus. 

 The National Accreditation Board for 

Testing and Calibration Laboratories 

(NABL) is a constituent board of quality 

council in the country. 

Significance of free testing 

 Help Ayushman recipients to avail free 

testing and timely and standard 

treatment in designated private hospitals 

across India. 

 Expand government’s capacities and 

relieve the antagonistic effect of this 

pandemic on poor people.  

 Attract more private sector players for 

providing testing and treatment to the 

coronavirus patients. 

Manufacturers of bulk drugs and 

intermediates exempted from 

EIA 

Why in news? 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change had exempted 

manufacturers of bulk drugs and 

intermediates meant for treating COVID-

19 from Environment Impact Assessment 
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(EIA) till 30 September 2020 as an interim 

measure. This amendment is applicable to 

all proposals received up to 30 September 

2020. The states have also been issued 

advisories to expeditiously process such 

proposals. 

 All projects or activities in regard of mass 

drugs and intermediates, manufactured 

for addressing various ailments, have 

been re-ordered from the current 

Category ‘A’ to ‘B2’ category. 

 Projects under B2 Category are exempted 

from requirement of collection of Base 

line data, EIA Studies and public 

consultation.  

Significance  

 To facilitate decentralization of appraisal 

to State Level so as to fast track the 

process.  

 To help in increasing the availability of the 

important medicines/ drugs in the 

country within short span of time.  

 To ensure expeditious disposal of the 

proposals within given time-line, Ministry 

has also advised states to use information 

technology e.g. video conference, 

considering the fact that in view of the 

current circumstance on ground, 

evaluation of recommendations may not 

be conceivable through physical 

gatherings. 

Funding amid COVID-19 

Why in news? 

 Recently, the Central Government has 

decided to accept contributions from 

abroad, irrespective of the nationalities, 

to the PM-CARES Fund. Now the foreign 

governments, NGOs, and nationals can 

contribute to this Fund. The PM-CARES 

fund will be inspected by an independent 

qualified set of evaluators selected by its 

trustees, including the PM of India.  

 It has been said that the contribution to 

PM-CARES is not “aid” and the foreign 

contribution is “only” relevant to the PM-

CARES fund and not any other fund like 

the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund. 

 PM-CARES Fund has also received 

exemptions from operation of all 

provisions of the FCRA Act and can now 

accept donations from individuals and 

organisations based in foreign countries 

through foreign credit/debit cards and 

through wire transfer/SWIFT. A separate 

bank account has been opened for the 

purpose. It has also been specified that 

donors will be able to download formal 

donation receipts from the online portal. 

 Moreover, Ministry of Home Affairs 

issued an order authorising the States to 

use State Disaster Response Funds (SDRF) 

to provide “for temporary 

accommodation, food, clothing, medical 

care, etc.” to homeless people, including 

the stranded migrant labourers. 

 The government has pronounced to treat 

COVID-19 as a “notified disaster”. 

Previous Events of funding 

 Government refused to accept foreign aid 

to flood-ravaged Kerala in 2018 since it 

was following the disaster aid policy set in 

December 2004. 

 After a tsunami hit India in December 

2004, the administration felt that it could 

cope up all alone. Since then, India has 

followed the policy of not accepting aid 

from foreign governments. 
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 The recent move is a major policy change 

as India has not accepted any foreign aid 

in the past 16 years. 

PM-CARES Fund (Prime Minister’s Citizen 
Assistance & Relief in Emergency Situations) 

 It was set up as a public charitable trust 
with the trust deed registered on March 
27, 2020. 

 It is meant for supporting relief or 
assistance of any kind relating to a public 
health emergency or any other kind of 
emergency, calamity or distress, either 
man-made or natural. 

 It includes the creation or up gradation of 
healthcare or pharmaceutical facilities, 
funding relevant research or any other 
type of support. 

 Donations to fund can avail 100% tax 
exemption. 

Composition of PM-CARES  

 Prime Minister as chairperson 

 Defence Minister, Home Minister, Finance 
Minister 

 Three trustees nominated by the Prime 
Minister “who shall be eminent persons 
in the field of research, health, science, 
social work, law, public administration 
and philanthropy”. 

State Disaster Response Funds (SDRF)  

 SDRF has been comprised under the 
Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

 It is the essential fund acessible with the 
State governments for reactions to 
notified disasters to meet consumption 
for providing prompt relief. 

 The Centre contributes 75% of the SDRF 
allocation for general category States and 
Union Territories and 90% for special 
category States and Union Territories 
(northeastern States, Sikkim, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir). 

 The yearly Central contribution is 
released in two equal installments 
according to the recommendation of the 
Finance Commission. 

 Disasters covered under SDRF: Cyclone, 
drought, earthquake, fire, flood, tsunami, 
hailstorm, landslide, avalanche, 
cloudburst, pest attack, frost and cold 
waves. 

 A State Government may utilize up to 
10% of the funds available under the 
SDRF for giving prompt relief to the 
casualties of cataclysmic natural disasters 
that they consider to be ‘disasters’ inside 
the nearby context in the State and which 
are not excluded in the notified list of 
disasters of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 

Floor test is Governor’s discretion

  

Why in news? 

 Recently, the Supreme Court held that a 

Governor can call for a 

floor test any time if 

he/she objectively feels a government in 

power has lost the confidence of the Hous

e.  

 The court made this clear that 

the Governor’s need 

to have a trust vote does not 

“shortcircuit” any disqualification procee

dings pending before the Speaker.   

 It said a Governor need not 

wait for the Speaker’schoice on the resign

ation of rebel MLAs before requiring a 

trust vote. 

 It was the MLAs, and not the Governor, 

who made the ultimate call whether a 

government should stay in power or not.   

 Governor’s power to call for a floor test is 

not limited only before the inception 

of State government instantly after 

elections, but continues 

throughout its term.   
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Floor test 

 A floor test is a motion started by the 

government seeking to know whether it 

enjoys the confidence of the legislature. 

As part of this procedure, the chief 

minister appointed by the governor will 

be approached to prove majority on the 

Legislative Assembly’s floor. 

 When a floor test is called for, the chief 

minister will move a vote of confidence 

and prove that he/she has the majority 

support. If the floor test fails, the chief 

minister have to resign.  

 The entire thought of a floor test is 

incorporated in the constitution of India 

to ensure transparency in the 

constitutional process. 

Analysis 

 The idea underlying the 

trust vote is to maintain the 

political accountability of 

the elected government to the State 

legislature.  

 In coordinating a trust vote, the Governor

 does not favour a particular political part

y. It is unavoidable that the particular 

timing of a trust vote may tilt the balance 

towards the party possessing 

a majority at the time upon 

which the trust vote is directed.  

 All political parties are equally at risk 

of losing the support of their elected 

legislators, just as the legislators are at ris

k of losing the 

vote of the electorate. This is 

how the system of parliamentary governa

nce operates 

 The intention behind a 

trust vote was to enable the 

elected representatives to determine if 

the Council of Ministers commanded the 

confidence of the House or not.   

No-confidence motion 

 A no-confidence motion, or vote of no-
confidence, or a no-trust vote, can be 
sought by any House member to express 
that they no longer have confidence in 
the government. 

Floor Test 

 It is a term used for the test of the 
majority. If there are doubts against the 
Chief Minister (CM) of a State, he/she can 
be asked to prove the majority in the 
House. 

 In case of a coalition government, the CM 
may be asked to move a vote of 
confidence and win a majority. 

 

Economy 
 

New features of e-NAM Platform 

Why in news? 

 The Union Ministry of Agriculture & 

Farmers’ Welfare, Rural Development and 

Panchayati Raj launched new features of 

National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) 

Platform to strengthen agriculture 

marketing by farmers which will reduce 

their need to physically come to 

wholesale mandis for selling their 

harvested produce, to decongest mandis 

to fight against COVID-19.  

 These programs will assist farmers to sell 

their produce at remunerative prices 

close to their farm gate without coming 

to mandis. States are additionally being 

encouraged to facilitate direct buying by 
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mass buyers/processors and big retailers 

without having to go through mandis  

 Enhanced version of logistic module has 

also been released whereby aggregators 

of transport logistic platform have on 

boarded which helps users to avail 

trackable transport facilities for 

transporting their produce. 

 e-NAM was launched on 14 April 2016 as 

an all over-India electronic trade portal 

linking APMCs across the States. 

Effectively 585 mandis in 16 States and 2 

UTs have been coordinated on this portal. 

e-NAM accommodates contactless 

remote bidding and mobile-based any 

time payment for which traders do not 

need to either visit mandis or banks for 

the equivalent.   

 e-NAM is well poised to play a critical role 

during the period of COVID-19 to 

decongest mandis while helping the 

farmers at same time. For this purpose, 

following three modules have been 

propelled for enhancing the effectiveness 

of e-NAM: 

 

 

Negotiable 
Warehouse 
Receipt (e-
NWRs) 
module 

FPO trading 
module 
 

Logistic 
Module 
 

Warehouse 
(Registered 
with WDRA) 
trading 
module with 
payment 
feature is 
launched to 
enable small 

Launched to 
enable FPOs to 
upload picture 
of the produce 
and quality 
parameters 
from their 
premises to help 
distant bidders 

As a quantum 
response to 
logistic need 
by traders, 
provision has 
been made for 
linking large 
logistic 
aggregator 

& marginal 
famers to 
directly 
trade their 
stored 
produce 
from 
selected 
WDRA 
registered 
warehouses 
which are 
declared 
deemed 
market by 
the State. 
Farmers will 
be able to 
place their 
produce in 
WDRA 
accredited 
warehouses. 

to visualise the 
produce before 
bidding. FPOs 
have the option 
for delivery of 
produce either 
from their 
premises or by 
bringing to 
mandi premise 
after successful 
bidding.  

platforms, 
which will 
provide 
choices to 
users. Traders 
would be able 
to use the link 
to navigate to 
the logistics 
provider’s 
website and 
select 
appropriate 
services. With 
these 
additions, 
more than 
3,75,000 
number of 
trucks from 
large logistic 
providers 
would be 
added for 
logistic 
purpose. 

BENEFITS 
Depositor 
can save the 
Logistics 
expenses 
and will have 
better 
income. 
Farmers can 
sell the  
produce 
across the 
Nation  to 
get better 
Price and at 
the same 
time  can 
save himself 
from hassle 
of mandi. 
Farmers will 
be able to 

 
This will not only 
decongest the 
mandis but also 
reduce the  
hassle of FPOs 
to deal with 
mandis. 
This will help 
FPOs by 
reducing 
transaction costs 
(Transportation) 
and enhancing 
their bargaining 
power. 
Facilitates FPOs 
to avail online 
payment facility 
with ease of 
doing business. 
 

 
This will help 
in seamless 
transportation 
of agri 
produce. 
This will 
promote inter-
State trade 
under e-NAM 
by providing 
online 
transport 
facilities for 
distant buyers. 
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place their 
produce in 
WDRA 
accredited 
warehouses 
avail the 
benefit of 
pledge loan 
if required. 
Price 
stabilization 
by matching 
supply and 
demand 
through time 
and place 
utility. 

 

KISAN RATH MOBILE APP  

Why in news?  

 Ministry of Agriculture had launched 

Kisan Rath Mobile App, developed by the 

National Informatics Centre, to facilitate 

transportation of food grains and 

perishables during lockdown in the wake 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. This mobile 

application assists farmers and traders to 

discover transport for Agriculture and 

Horticulture produce. 

 This App will facilitate farmers, FPOs and 

Cooperatives in India to have the decision 

to locate an appropriate transport facility 

to transfer their agriculture produce to 

markets from farm gate. 

Draft Electricity Act (Amendment) Bill, 2020 

Why in news?  

 The Ministry of Power provided the 

fourth draft of the Electricity 

(Amendment) Bill since 2014, which aims 

to set up an Electricity Contract 

Enforcement Authority (ECEA).  

 The draft provides that the ECEA will have 

sole authority to examine matters related 

to specific performance of contracts 

related to purchase or sale of power, 

between power generation companies 

(gencos) and distribution companies 

(discoms). 

 The decision of the ECEA can be 

challenged at the Appellate Tribunal For 

Electricity (APTEL) and Supreme Court. 

 Presently, state electricity regulatory 

commissions and Central Electricity 

Regulatory Commission settle state-level 

and inter-state PPA disputes, respectively. 

 The setting up of ECEA would dilute the 

power of the state and central regulatory 

commissions to settle matters related to 

PPAs (power purchase agreements) 

between discoms and gencos. 

 The ministry introduced first draft in 2014 

in the Lok Sabha for separate carriage and 

contends electricity distribution business. 

The Bill could have given option to 

consumers to change their service 

providers. But Bill lapsed after dissolution 

of the Lok Sabha. The second and third 

drafts were circulated in 2018 and 2019 

respectively. 

 The Bill also provides that the Electricity 

Act would be applicable to the entire 

country, including the Union Territories of 

Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

 It also gives that the cross (power) border 

trade shall cover import or export of 

electricity from India and any other 

country. The transaction related to 

passage of electricity through India would 

be treated as transit between two other 

countries. 
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 The draft law provides for introduction of 

power distribution sub-licensee or 

franchisee, which would not require a 

separate license from state commission 

and providing information about them 

would sufficient. 

 It also calls for creating National 

Renewable Energy Policy by the central 

government in consultation with state 

governments. 

 It also provides additional roles to the 

National Load Dispatch Centre that 

comprises scheduling and dispatch of 

power across the country in accordance 

with contracts. 

 The bill says that there would no schedule 

or dispatch of electricity unless there is 

adequate security of payment as per the 

contract. 

 The bill empowers state and central 

power regulators to specify transmission 

costs under open access. Earlier, both 

functions were with the central 

commission only.  

 

 

Sovereign Gold Bonds 

Why in news?   

 Sovereign Gold Bonds or SGBs issued by 

the RBI are priced according to the cost of 

gold and offer a fixed interest rate. At the 

time of maturity, the bond owner gets the 

value of the bond in accordance with the 

present cost of gold. 

 Gold bonds have been introduced to 

convert the demand for gold as a physical 

asset into financial savings. 

 Online method of investment in gold 

bonds may not be acessible to all 

categories of investors since it is confined 

only to resident individuals including 

individuals HUFs, trusts, universities and 

charitable establishments. 

Commodity Markets Outlook 

released  

Why in news? 

 Commodity Markets Outlook 2020 has 

been released by the World Bank, which 

showcases market analysis for significant 

commodity groups like energy, metals, 

agriculture, precious metals, and 

fertilizers. The report projects prices for 

46 key commodities, including oil. This 

Outlook is basically published in the 

month of April and October.  

Highlights   

 The full impact of the pandemic on 

commodity markets will rely upon how 

serious it is, how long it lasts, and how 

countries and the world community 

decide to react to it. The pandemic has 

the potential to lead to permanent 

changes in the demand and supply of 

commodities, and especially to the supply 

chains that move those commodities 

from producers to consumers around the 

globe.  

 Effects have been dramatic, especially for 

commodities related to transportation.  

 Oil prices have plunged and demand is 

expected to decrease by an 

unprecedented amount in 2020.  

 While most food markets are all around 

provided, worries about food security 

have ascended as countries announce 

trade restrictions and engage in 

overabundance purchasing  
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 The halt in economic activity has 

negatively affected industrial 

commodities such as copper and zinc, and 

metal prices overall are expected to fall 

this year.  

 Commodity-dependent emerging market 

and developing economies will be among 

the most vulnerable to the economic 

impacts of the pandemic.  

IR Code Bill 

Why in news? 

 The Parliamentary Standing Committee 

on Labour has made recommendations to 

the Industrial Relations Code. The code 

proposes to amalgamate The Trade 

Unions Act, 1926, The Industrial 

Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946, 

and The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.  

 Laying the establishment for second 

generation labour reforms, a 

parliamentary standing committee 

bolstered the idea of permitting 

companies with up to 300 workers to fire 

people or close down units without 

earlier approval of the government, a 

triple increase from the present 

threshold. 

 In this context, the committee notes that 

some state governments like Rajasthan 

have already expanded the threshold to 

300 workers, which according to the 

ministry has resulted in an expansion in 

employment and decline in 

retrenchment. 

 Rajasthan was the first state to effect 

such a change in late 2014 by amending 

the Industrial Dispute Act, months after 

the Union government proposed the 

thought but left it to states to implement 

the recommendations.  

 The state had contemplated that the 

move will help expand employment 

opportunities.  

 It has advised the central government to 

make this relaxation explicit in the 

Industrial Relation (IR) Code bill and not 

leave it open-ended to be determined 

during rule-making through executive 

orders post the passage of the bill in the 

Parliament. 

 The report mirrors a broader political 

consensus on labour reforms. 

Other Suggestions 

 Centre ought to make a formal and 

conducive industrial relations framework 

by strengthening the various provisions in 

the Code. 

 In instances of natural calamities, 

payment of wages to the workers until 

the re-establishment of the industry 

might be outlandish. The law must be 

sensible, in such cases it is for the 

government to step in and broaden some 

assistance for the industries. 

 An isolated and an exclusive chapter 

ought to be made for outlining the rights 

of both the employee and the employer 

containing the principles related to the 

industrial relations based on the ILO 

conventions.  

 Union Labour Ministry should incorporate 

scheme for workers like Anganwadi, Asha, 

Mid-day Meal, etc 

 The Government should provide a 

consolidated and merged definition of 

worker/employee so that supervisors, 

managers, etc. could discover a place 

therein. 
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Way Ahead 

 If the government acknowledges the 

panel’s suggestion, it will be viewed as a 

bold labour reform by businesses but will 

be disapproved by workers’ unions. 

Highlights of the Bill 

 The Code gives for the recognition of 
trade unions, notice periods for strikes 
and lock-outs, standing orders, and 
resolution of industrial disputes.    

 Trade unions that have a membership of 
at least 10% of the workers or 100 
workers will be registered.  The union 
with 75% of workers in an establishment 
will be the sole negotiating union.  
Otherwise, a negotiating council of unions 
will be formed.  

 An employee cannot go on strike unless 
he gives notice for a strike within six 
weeks before striking, and within 14 days 
of giving such notice.  Similar provisions 
exist for lock-out of workers.  

 Industrial establishments with 100 
workers must prepare standing orders on 
matters listed in a Schedule and have 
them certified.  

 Factories, mines or plantations in which 
100 or more workers are employed are 
required to take prior permission of the 
central or state government before lying 
off or retrenching their workers.  

 The Code provides for the constitution of 
Industrial Tribunals for the settlement of 
industrial disputes. Each Industrial 
Tribunal will consist of a Judicial member 
and an Administrative member. 

 

Curbs on Palm oil imports tightened  

Why in news? 

 On April 13, 2020, India had tightened its 

curbs on imports of palm oil to manage 

shipments during lockdown amid COVID-

19 pandemic.  

 Under the new conditions, the 

authorisation for imports of palm oil 

should be accompanied with pre-

purchase agreement and certificate of 

origin which has been made mandatory. 

This certificate is significant to prove 

where the goods come from. The import 

licensing of palm oil has also been made 

to 6 months in place of 18 months. 

 The rules of origin certificate are required 

for countries with which India has trade 

agreements. 

 India is the world’s biggest importer of 

vegetable oil and buys around 15 million 

tonnes yearly. Malaysia and Indonesia 

exports palm oil to India also. Malaysia 

and Indonesia produces 19 million and 43 

million tonnes of palm oil a year 

respectively. 

 In January 2020, India (the top global 

palm oil buyer) imposed restrictions on 

imports of refined palm oil in retaliation 

against Malaysia’s criticism of India’s 

actions in Kashmir and CAA, 2019.  

Retail inflation eases 

Why in news? 

 India's retail inflation eased to 5.91% in 

March 2020 from 6.58% in February 2020 

on a sharp fall in food inflation.  

 Food inflation at 8.76% in March 2020 

was lower from 10.81% in February 2020 

showed by data released by the National 

Statistical Office (NSO). While some data 

was missing due to the nationwide 

lockdown. 

 This is the first time since November last 

year that retail inflation based on 
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Consumer Price Index (CPI) has fallen 

below the Reserve Bank of India 

Monetary Policy Committee's targeted 

upper band of 6%. 

Banking under Public Utility 

Service 

Why in news? 

 Banking industry has been announced as 

a public utility service on 21 April 2020 for 

6 months until 21 October 2020 by the 

Ministry of Labour under the provisions of 

the Industrial Disputes Act against the 

backdrop of the coronavirus pandemic 

which has essentially affected economic 

activities. 

 Bringing banking services under the 

provisions of this Act implies that the 

banking sector would not see any strikes 

by employees or officers during the 

operation of the law.  

Indian Banks' Association 

 A representative body of management of 

banking  

 It was established as an association of 

Indian banks and financial institutions and 

it is based in Mumbai.  

 It was formed in 1946 with an initial 

membership representing 22 banks in 

India. It was formed for development, 

coordination and strengthening of Indian 

banking and help the member banks in 

various ways including implementation of 

new systems and adoption of standards 

among the members. 

 IBA presently represents 237 banking 

companies operating in India.  

 IBA is managed by a managing 

committee, and the current managing 

committee consists of one chairman, 3 

deputy chairmen, 1 honorary secretary 

and 26 members.  

 All public sector banks, old generation 

private sector banks like HDFC Bank, ICICI 

Bank, Axis Bank and Federal Bank are 

members of IBA. Some of the oldest 

foreign banks HSBC, StanChart and Citi 

Bank are also part of it. New generation 

private sector lenders like Kotak Bank, 

Induslnd Bank and Yes Bank are outside 

the purview of IBA norms.  

Fall in remittances 

Why in news? 

 The World Bank had cautioned that global 

remittances are projected to decrease by 

about 20% in 2020 due to the economic 

crisis instigated by the novel coronavirus 

and shutdown across countries. The 

continuous monetary downturn brought 

about by COVID-19 is negatively affecting 

the capacity to send cash home. 

 World Bank is working with the G20 

countries and the worldwide network to 

reduce remittance costs and improve 

financial inclusion for the poor people. 

 

 

 

Highlights  

 Remittances play a key role in lower and 

middle income countries in alleviating 

poverty besides aiding higher spending on 

education and bringing down child labour 

in distraught households. 

 A fall in remittances influence families’ 

ability to spend on these areas as more of 

their finances will be directed to solve 
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food shortages and immediate livelihoods 

needs. Remittances assist families afford 

food, healthcare, and essential needs. 

 The economic slowdown is probably 

going to influence remittance outflows 

from the US, the UK, and EU countries to 

South Asia. Falling oil prices will also 

affect remittance outflows from Gulf 

countries. 

 Remittances to South Asia are anticipated 

to fall by 22% to $109 billion this year, 

after a 6.1% growth in 2019. The 

deceleration in remittances to the South 

Asian region is driven by the global 

economic slowdown due to the 

coronavirus outbreak as well as decline in 

oil price.  

 India, China, Philippines, Pakistan and 

Mexico are among major receivers of 

remittances in South Asia. Among Indian 

states, Kerala, Maharashtra and 

Karnataka are major recipients of 

remittances. 

 Projected fall was the sharpest in recent 

history and that migrant workers were 

more vulnerable to loss of employment 

and wages during this economic crisis in a 

host country.  

 Remittances to low and middle-income 

countries (LMICs) are projected to decline 

by 19.7%, representing a loss of a crucial 

financing lifeline for many vulnerable 

households. 

RBI’s measures to fight against 

COVID-19 

Why in news? 

 RBI announced a slew of measures to 

ease flow of credit into the economy and 

alleviate stress in segments where the 

pain is becoming acute state finances, 

NBFCs, micro-finance institutions, 

commercial real estate and housing.  

 A 25 basis point reverse repo cut, TLTRO 

(Targeted Long Term Refinancing Options) 

of Rs 50,000 targeted at NBFCs; relaxation 

of asset classification norms; the RBI has 

increased the limit under Ways and 

Means Advances (WMA) for states to 

avail short term funds to 60 per cent of 

the existing limit. The increased limit of 

WMA comes at a time when government 

expenditure is expected to rise as it 

battles the fallout of a spreading 

Coronavirus. The availability of these 

funds will give government some room to 

undertake short term expenditure over 

and above its long term market 

borrowings. 

 A special refinance facility of Rs 50,000 

crores was announced to meet sectoral 

credit requirements - this is to specifically 

boost liquidity of financial institutions like 

NABARD, SIDBI and National Housing 

Bank. 

 NPA (Non-performing Assets) norms of 90 

days have been relaxed.  

 The RBI has also deferred the 

implementation of Counter Cyclical 

Capital Buffer (CCyB) for banks. It has 

decided that it is not necessary to activate 

CCyB for a period of one year or earlier, 

as may be necessary.  

 CCyB is the capital to be kept by a bank 

which aims to meet business cycle related 

risks. It is aimed to protect the banking 

sector against losses from changes in 

economic conditions like recession. This is 

an important theme of the Basel III 

norms. 

Problems with NBFCs 
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 NBFCs may face a tough time. This is 

because though these entities are 

providing moratoriums to their 

customers, they still have to continue 

repaying banks and other borrowers. 

 Banks are not willing to offer any 

moratorium on term loans taken by the 

NBFCs. This has put significant pressure 

on liquidity profiles of many NBFCs. 

 While a few banks are inclined to offer 

moratorium on NBFC loans, some of the 

big banks have ruled out any such facility. 

 The NBFCs have already been facing 

liquidity problems due to the IL&FS and 

DHFL crises. 

 Total bank loan outstandings to NBFC 

sector were Rs.7,37,198 crore as of 

January 31,2020 showing a rise of 32.2 

per cent on a year-on-year basis. 

 Collections from customers have declined 

due to the lockdown, closure of units and 

job losses. 

 Almost 60% of NBFC borrowings are from 

non-bank sources and require continuity 

in debt servicing. 

 With minimal collections, NBFCs can only 

depend on their cash reserves and any 

backup credit lines from banks, if 

available for servicing such debt. 

Analysis 

 Among RBI's liquidity enhancing 

measures, the important decisions 

include the hike in state governments' 

WMA limits and the reduction in the 

reverse repo rate. Both the measures are 

aimed at catalysing an increase in 

economic activities. 

 The reduction in the reverse repo rate will 

nudge banks to give loans to productive 

sectors. 

 Easing up of NPA norms could boost the 

confidence of banks to start lending. 

Through TLTRO, the RBI will provide 

cheaper money for lending to corporates. 

But in the past, the experience with this 

has been that banks tend to give to best 

credit worthy companies. 

 RBI's liquidity injection could help the real 

estate sector, which is one of the biggest 

employment generators  

 The time period for realisation and 

repatriation of export proceeds made up 

to July 31, 2020, which will enable 

exporters to realise their receipts, 

especially from COVID-19 affected 

countries, within the extended period, 

and give greater flexibility to exporters to 

negotiate future export contracts with 

buyers abroad. 

 Increase in state governments' WMA 

(Ways and Means Advances) limits will 

spur economic activity in the states 

including states making their pending 

payments. 

 WMA is a scheme that helps to meet 

mismatches in receipts and payments of 

the government. In this, a government 

can avail itself of immediate cash from 

the RBI. 

 The lockdown period would cause pain to 

lenders, especially in loan accounts from 

sectors including MSMEs, airlines, real 

estate, auto dealers, gems and jewellery, 

metals among others. 

 Banks are concerned about MSME loans 

and those extended to manufacturing 

sectors, such as auto, steel, renewable 

energy, as those where fresh NPAs are 

looming.  

 This is despite the fact that the RBI has 

injected fresh liquidity into the banking 
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system and given banks leeway to deal 

with potential stress in loan accounts. 

Will these measures be effective? 

 The effectiveness depends on 

stakeholders’ perception of the credibility 

of the authorities’ response functions. 

 As the shock to an already weakened 

economic system was a public health 

crisis, the first task is to stabilise the 

economy. 

Way Ahead 

 Measures by the RBI will provide banks 

some relief during the next three months, 

but a buildup of bad loans looks 

inevitable. While moratorium provides 

temporary relief to borrowers and helps 

check the NPAs during that period.  

 As India accelerates its fight against 

COVID-19, the RBI emerge as top runners 

in the time taken to respond to the crisis 

and targeting the issues. 

Analysis By Different Rating Agencies 

 Moody’s Investors Service: It expects 
deterioration in banks’ asset quality due 
to disruption in economic activity. It has 
changed the outlook for Indian banking 
system to negative from stable. 

 A report released by Crisil: The asset 
classes will see continuing pressures on 
asset quality due to weaker profiles of 
borrowers and expectation of only a 
gradual economic recovery. In study of 35 
sectors, both from manufacturing and 
services,there is a sharp variation in 
resilience in a post-Covid-19 landscape. 

 High Resilience Category: 
Pharmaceuticals, telecom, Fast Moving 
Consumer Goods (FMCG), fertiliser, oil 
refineries, power & gas distribution and 
transmission are among the sectors 
comprising nearly 44% of the debt. 

 Moderate Resilience Category: Another 
52% debt is in sectors such as automobile 
manufacturers, power generators, roads 
and construction. 

 Least Resilient Category: Around 4% of 
debt in sectors such as airlines, gems and 
jewellery, auto dealers and real estate, 
given the discretionary nature of goods 
and services, and weak balance sheets. 

 

Decrease in Global Trade volume 

and global economy  

Why in news? 

 WTO released its outlook for global trade 

projecting merchandise trade to drop by 

anywhere between 13% and 32% in 2020.  

 United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) in its Trade and 

Development Report has observed that 

the economic uncertainty led by the 

COVID-19 will likely cost the global 

economy $1 trillion in 2020. The 

observation is based on the World 

Economic Situation and Prospects 2020 

released by UNCTAD. 

Global Trade 

 WTO noted that it is more certain that the 

disruption and resultant blow to trade will 

be in all likelihood and far worse than the 

slump brought on by the global financial 

crisis of 2008. The only certainty right 

now in a pandemic-gripped world is the 

all-enveloping uncertainty.  

 IMF observed that the global economy is 

set to contract sharply in 2020, with “the 

lockdown needed to fight” the pandemic 

affecting billions worldwide.  

 The WTO expects all regions to suffer 

double-digit declines in exports and 
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imports this year even under its 

“optimistic scenario”, which postulates a 

recovery starting in the second half. 

 The WTO and the IMF have pointed to the 

fact that unlike the recession that 

accompanied the global financial crisis 

just over a decade ago, the current down 

turn is unique.  

 Global supply chains have increased in 

complexity, especially in industries such 

as electronics and automotive products, 

making them particularly vulnerable to 

the current disruptions, with countries 

that are a part of these value linkages set 

to find trade more severely impacted. 

Global Economy 

 A slowdown in the global economy to 

under 2% for this year is envisaged which 

will probably cost in the order of $1 

trillion. 

 With moderate decrease in private 

consumption, investment and exports 

and offsetting growth in government 

spending, global growth would decline to 

1.2% in 2020. 

 Global financial market is fluctuating due 

to the supply-chain interruptions from 

China and oil price uncertainty among 

major producers. 

 The least developed countries whose 

economies are driven by the sale of raw 

materials will also face hard 

consequences. 

 Heavily-indebted developing countries, 

especially commodity exporters, face a 

specific threat because of the weaker 

export returns connected to a stronger US 

dollar. 

Way Ahead 

 The world will be best served if nations do 

not turn insular and erect new barriers to 

the movement of goods, services and 

people in the aftermath of the pandemic. 

 A series of dedicated policy responses and 

institutional reforms are needed to 

prevent a localized health scare from 

turning into a global economic meltdown. 

 Governments need to spend now in order 

to prevent more damaging meltdown in 

the coming times. 

 Estimates of the expected recovery in 

2021 are equally unsure, with results 

relying to a great extent upon the 

duration of the outbreak and the 

effectiveness of the policy responses. 

Impact of COVID-19 lockdown 

on harvesting season 

Why in news? 

 Due to COVID-19 pandemic in India 

followed by lockdown period, the supply 

chain of India’s rice exports was 

suspended. It had negatively affected 

lakhs of Odisha’s tribals by hampering the 

sale of Non-Timber Forest Products 

(NTFP), being collected during March-

June.  

 Major NTFPs collected include Wild 

honey, tamarind, mango, tendu leaves, 

sal leaves, sal seeds, mahua seeds, neem 

seeds, karanj (pongamia) seeds, mahua 

flowers and tejpatta (bay leaf). 

 Forest products are seasonal in nature 

and the tribals earn their major incomes 

(60%-80%) in the months of March to 

June. The hard cash earned during these 

months are critical for their sustenance 

during the monsoon season when 

employments dry up. 
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 Even Indian traders have also stopped 

offering quotes to overseas buyers as 

they are not sure when they would be 

able to ship their cargoes. Shipments 

have slowed down as transport has 

become troublesome in light of the 

lockdown. India's export volumes had 

decrease by four to five times. 

 About 400,000 tonnes of non-basmati rice 

and 100,000 tonnes of basmati rice, 

meant for March-April delivery, are either 

stuck at ports or in the pipeline because 

of the lockdown. India mainly exports 

non-basmati rice to Bangladesh, Nepal, 

Benin and Senegal, and premium basmati 

rice to Iran, Saudi Arabia and Iraq. 

 The halt in Indian rice exports has allowed 

rival countries such as Thailand to raise 

shipments in the short term. 

Labour issue 

 The northern states of Punjab, Haryana 

and Uttar Pradesh rely on farm labourers 

from eastern India for harvesting. 

 Most of the laborers returned home to 

their villages after the lockdown that 

began on March 25, fearing the virus and 

facing wage disruptions. A severe 

shortage of labour will impact harvesting 

of winter crops of India. 

 Farmers worry that the unprecedented 

labour shortage will make it tougher to 

get mechanical harvesters to fields or 

even pluck by hand crops. 

 Most farmers sell produce only at 

wholesale markets which, in turn, depend 

on armies of labourers to unload, weigh 

and pack vast amounts of grain. This 

could also delay farmers' payments for 

produce.  

 Farmers' next problem is the struggle of 

taking produce to market, with few trucks 

available to carry large volumes. 

Way Ahead 

 The State government should 

immediately establish and ensure 

collection centres function under the Van 

Dhan Vikash Kendra scheme (aim to boost 

the economic development of tribals 

involved in the collection of Minor Forest 

Produce (MFP) and provide a sustainable 

MFP-based livelihood in MFP-rich 

districts). 

 UNICEF is providing the necessary support 

to the SHG Centers in the form of Digital 

Multimedia content, Webinars for Virtual 

training, Social Media campaigns and 

Vanya Radio. 

 TRIFED has also reached out to the Art of 

Living Foundation’s #iStandWithHumanity 

Initiative to include a Stand With Tribal 

Families component which will provide 

food and ration for survival of the tribal 

community. 

 Promotion of SHGs as Van Dhan Social 

Distancing Awareness cum Livelihood 

Centers’ through a digital training 

program. Over 3.6 lakh tribal gatherers 

will be involved in the scheme. 

 Tribal Development Co-operative 

Corporation of Odisha, which facilitates 

the marketing of tribal products, must 

also intervene. 

Webinar by TRIFED 

 The Tribal Cooperative Marketing 
Development Federation of India (TRIFED) 
organized a Webinar for Virtual training 
of TRIFED Trainers and Self Help Groups 
(SHGs) on basic orientation on Covid-19 
response and key preventive measures to 



 

Chahal Academy 

23 

ensure that tribal gatherers carry on their 
work safely in collaboration with the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
and the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). 

 The collaboration helped in developing a 
digital communication strategy for 
promoting a digital campaign and 
highlighting the importance of Social 
Distancing. 

 Certain proactive measures need to be 
initiated to ensure the wellbeing of the 
tribals and their economy by providing 
them safety and ensuring their 
livelihoods. 

 It becomes important because it is the 
peak season for collection and harvest of 
Minor Forest Produce (MFP) and NTFP in 
many regions. 

 It provides both subsistence and cash 
income for people who live in or near 
forests. They form a major portion of 
their food, fruits, medicines and other 
consumption items and also provide cash 
income through sales. 

Aims of Webinar 

 To create awareness among the 
community about social distancing and 
steps to be followed. 

 Do’s and Don’ts Advisories during 
collection of Non Timber Forest Produce 
(NTFP). 

 To provide suggestive practices for 
maintaining personal hygiene, adopting 
cashless practices, etc. 

 To reach more than 18,000 participants 
and cover tribal regions across all the 27 
States. 

 

Corona bonds 

Why in news? 

 Corona bonds have been proposed by 

Italian Prime Minister to be issued by 

European Union (EU) to deal with the 

situation created by COVID-19. As Italy 

and Spain had suffered huge deaths due 

to COVID-19 and they demanded 

economic measures from the EU to meet 

the extraordinary situation. 

 Fiscally conservative EU opposed this idea 

like Germany, Netherlands, Austria and 

Finland, also known as the "Frugal Four".  

 These bonds are joint debt bonds to be 

issued to member states of the EU. This 

would be mutualised debt, taken 

collectively by all member states of the 

EU. 

 The funds would come from the European 

Investment Bank. 

Dollar swap line with US Fed 

Why in news? 

 India is working with the USA to secure a 

dollar swap line that would help in 

effective management of its external 

account  

 India is largely expected to overcome any 

challenge posed by continued outflows of 

funds from the markets, a swap line with 

the US Federal Reserve provides 

additional comfort to the forex markets.  

 Even as the stock markets have seen a 

pullback from earlier low levels, it has 

been estimated that the economic impact 

of COVID-19 will last for a longer duration 

of time, and there is hardly any V-shaped 

recovery in the economy. 

 This means that the government and the 

RBI cannot lower their guard on the 

management of the economy and the 

external account. 

Foreign exchange reserves of India 
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 According to RBI, India’s foreign exchange 

reserves have fallen by nearly $13 billion 

from 487.23 billion in March 2020 to 

$474.66 billion as in April.  

 Despite the decline in global crude oil 

prices and decrease in imports, a sharp 

outflow of funds resulting from foreign 

portfolio investors (FPIs) looking for safer 

havens amidst the current global 

uncertainty, has pulled down India’s 

foreign exchange reserves. 

 According to RBI data, 63.7% of India’s 

foreign currency assets are held in 

overseas securities, mainly in the US 

treasury. The country’s reserves at this 

stage are sufficient to tide over any 

difficulty. 

Working of swap facility 

 In a swap arrangement, the US Fed 

provides dollars to a foreign central bank, 

which, at the same time, provides the 

equal funds in its currency to the Fed, 

based on the market exchange rate at the 

time of the transaction.  

 The parties agree to swap back these 

quantities of their two currencies at a 

specified date in the future, which could 

be the next day or even three months 

later, using the same exchange rate as in 

the first transaction. 

 These swap operations carry no exchange 

rate or other market risks, as transaction 

terms are set in advance. The absence of 

an exchange rate risk is the major benefit 

of such a facility. 

India swap lines 

 In 2019, India signed a $75 billion bilateral 

currency swap line agreement with Japan, 

which has the second largest dollar 

reserves after China. This facility provides 

India with the flexibility to use these 

reserves at any time in order to maintain 

an appropriate level of BoP. 

 RBI offers a swap arrangement within the 

overall corpus of $2 billion to SAARC 

region. Other countries can withdraw 

funds in the USA dollar, the euro, or the 

Indian rupee. 

USA swap lines 

 USA has temporary swap arrangements 

with the central banks of Australia, Brazil, 

Denmark, South Korea, Mexico, Norway, 

New Zealand, Singapore, and Sweden 

 USA has permanent swap arrangements 

with the Bank of Canada, the Bank of 

England, the European Central Bank, the 

Bank of Japan, and the Swiss National 

Bank.  

 Other large economies including India, 

China, Russia, Saudi Arabia and South 

Africa — all part of the G-20 grouping — 

currently do not have a currency swap 

line with the USA. 

Subsidy cut for non-urea 

fertilisers 

Why in news? 

 The Centre reduced the subsidy on non-

urea fertilisers like phosphorus, potash, 

sulphur for the current fiscal year, a step 

that would decrease the burden on the 

exchequer to ₹22,186.55 crore  amid the 

COVID-19 outbreak. 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) has also approved the 

inclusion of a complex fertiliser namely 

ammonium phosphate under the NBS 

scheme. 
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 Government had launched the nutrient-

based subsidy (NBS) programme in 2010 

under which a fixed amount of subsidy, 

decided on a yearly basis, is provided on 

each grade of subsidised phosphatic and 

potassic (P&K) fertilisers, except for urea, 

based on the nutrient content present in 

them. 

 Retail prices of non-urea fertilisers like Di-

ammonium Phosphate (DAP), Muriate of 

Potash (MoP) and NPK are decontrolled 

and are determined by manufacturers, 

while Centre gives a fixed subsidy each 

year. 

 The government is making available 

fertilisers, namely urea and 21 grades of 

P&K fertilisers to farmers at subsidised 

prices through manufacturers/importers. 

 The government fixes the maximum retail 

price (MRP) in case of Urea. The 

difference between the production cost 

and the MRP is reimbursed to 

manufacturers. 

Renewable Energy Certificates 

(RECs) rose 

Why in news? 

 Sales of Renewable Energy Certificates 

(RECs) increased over 79 % to 8.38 lakh 

units in March 2020 compared to 4.68 

lakh in March 2019 owing to good supply. 

 RECs is a market-based instrument to 

promote renewable sources of energy 

and growth of the market in electricity. 

 One REC is developed when one 

megawatt hour of electricity is generated 

from an eligible source of renewable 

energy. 

 REC acts as a tracking mechanism for 

solar, wind, and other green energies as 

they flow into the power grid. 

 RECs go by numerous names, including 

Green tag, Tradable Renewable 

Certificates (TRCs), Renewable Electricity 

Certificates, or Renewable Energy Credits. 

 Under Renewable Purchase Obligation 

(RPO) bulk purchasers like discoms, open 

access consumers and capacitive users 

are required to buy a certain proportion 

of RECs. They can buy RECs from 

renewable energy producers. 

 RPO was instituted in 2011; it is a 

mandate that requires large power 

procurers to buy a predetermined 

fraction of their electricity from 

renewable sources. 

 The proportion of renewable energy for 

utilities is fixed by the central as well as 

the state electricity regulatory 

commissions. 

 In India, RECs are traded on two power 

exchanges — Indian Energy Exchange 

(IEX) and Power Exchange of India (PXIL). 

 The costs of RECs is determined by 

market demand, and contained between 

the ‘floor price’ (minimum price) and 

‘forbearance price’ (maximum price) 

specified by the Central Electricity 

Regulatory Commission (CERC). 
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Society and Health 

  

VIDYADAAN 2.0 

Why in news? 

 Recognising the growing requirement for 

good quality digital content, Government 

of India had propelled a national program 

VidyaDaan 2.0, to welcome e-learning 

content contributions.  

 VidyaDaan 2.0 is a typical national 

program to develop and contribute e-

learning content. 

 The programme unites academicians and 

organisations to create and contribute 

fun and connecting with e-learning 

content adjusted to the school 

curriculum. Contributors can contribute 

an assortment of e-learning content in 

the form of explanatory videos, 

animations, teaching videos, lesson plans, 

assessments and question banks in the 

prescribed format. 

 The content will be checked by a panel of 

academic experts and discharged for use 

on the DIKSHA app to assist millions of 

children to continue learning anytime and 

anywhere. 

World Chagas Disease Day  

Why in news?  

 World Chagas Disease Day was observed 

for the first time on 14 April 2020 to 

spread awareness about "silent and 

silenced Chagas disease". The 72nd World 

Health Assembly approved the 

designation of Chagas Disease Day on 24 

May 2019.  

About Chagas disease 

 It is called silent because it develops 

slowly, and silenced because it, to a great 

extent, affects the poor people who lack 

political voice and appropriate health 

care.  

 The disease was named after Dr. Carlos 

Ribeiro Justiniano Chagas, who diagnosed 

the first patient with the disease in Brazil 

on 14 April 1909.  

 It is classified as a neglected tropical 

disease (NTD) as it influences the low-

income populations in developing 

countries across the globe.  

 Also called the American trypanosomiasis, 

this vector-borne disease hits the most 

poverty-stricken communities, especially 

in Latin America.  

 A parasitic protozoan called Trypanosoma 

cruzi that causes this vector-borne 

disease is normally transmitted by faeces 

and urine of triatomine bugs or kissing 

bugs, which belongs to the family of 

assassin bugs.  

 The disease can also be transmitted by 

contaminated food, organ 

transplantations, blood or blood products 

transfusion, and infected mothers to 

newborn.  

 Lack of awareness and neglecting the 

symptoms, especially among poor 

households, results in much severe 

symptoms and even death.  

 Symptoms include fever, muscle pain, 

headache, difficulty in breathing, 

abdominal or chest pain and enlarged 

lymph glands.   
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State of the World’s Nursing 

Report - 2020 

Why in news? 

 This State of the world’s nursing 2020 

report, developed by the WHO was 

released on the World Health Day along 

with the International Council of Nurses 

and the global Nursing Now campaign, 

and with the assistance of governments 

and wider partners, provides a compelling 

instance on the value of the nursing 

workforce globally. 

 Investing in education, jobs and 

leadership comes on the surface as the 

world witnesses unprecedented. At the 

same time, our emergency preparedness 

and response capacity is being tested by 

the COVID-19 outbreak and bulk 

population displacement. Nurses give 

vital care in each of these circumstances.  

 2020 observed as the International Year 

of the Nurse and the Midwife. This is an 

opportunity to leverage the evidence in 

this report and commit to an agenda that 

will drive and sustain progress to 2030. 

Key Findings 

1. Globally, there are roughly 36.9 nurses 

per 10,000 people, with disparity within 

and across regions.  

2. There are almost 10 times more nurses in 

the Americas than in the African region.  

3. By 2030, there will be a shortage of over 

5.7 million nurses globally.  

4. The largest shortfall in absolute numbers 

is in the South-East Asian region, while in 

the Americas and Europe, the problem is 

different since they are facing an ageing 

nursing workforce.  

5. Moreover, a number of high-income 

countries in Europe, the Eastern 

Mediterranean and American regions are 

“exclusively” dependent on migrant 

nurses.  

6. As nurses and other medical workers are 

at the frontlines of this global pandemic, 

some of the key issues they face include 

shortages of personal protective 

equipment (PPE), face masks, eye 

protective gear and gloves, and 

psychological stress faced by few medical 

staff. 

World Health Day 

 Every year 7 April marks the celebration 

of World Health Day. Theme for 2020: 

Support Nurses and Midwives.  

 This year, the day celebrated the work of 

nurses and midwives and reminded world 

leaders of the critical role they play in 

keeping the world healthy. 

 WHO and its partners will make a series 

of recommendations to strengthen the 

nursing and midwifery workforce. 

 Nurses and other health workers are at 

the forefront of COVID-19 response-

providing high quality, respectful 

treatment and care, leading community 

dialogue to address fears and questions 

and collecting data for clinical studies. 

 This Day is observed to create awareness 

of a specific health theme to highlight a 

priority area of concern for the WHO. 

 Over the years, it has brought to light 

important health issues such as mental 

health, maternal and child care and 

climate change. 

 Its idea was conceived at the First Health 

Assembly in 1948 and it came into effect 

in 1950. 
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World Malaria Day 

Why in news? 

 World Malaria Day 2020 was celebrated 

by the World Health Organisation (WHO) 

on April 25, 2020 with the theme of ‘Zero 

malaria starts with me’ 

 The Day was established on April 25 in 

2007 by the 60th session of the World 

Health Assembly, WHO's decision-making 

body. 

 The “Zero malaria starts with me” 

grassroots campaign involves all 

members of society: political leaders who 

control government policy decisions and 

budgets; mobilize additional resources; 

private sector companies that will benefit 

from a malaria-free workforce; and 

communities affected by malaria, whose 

buy-in and ownership of malaria control 

interventions is critical to success.  

Malaria 

 Caused by a plasmodium parasite that 

commonly infects a certain type of 

mosquito which feeds on humans.  

 Female Anophelesmosquitoes deposit 

parasite sporozoites into the skin of a 

human body host. 

 It is preventable and curable. 

 Acute febrile illness. 

 Most malaria cases and deaths occur in 

sub-Saharan Africa.  

 WHO regions of South-East Asia, Eastern 

Mediterranean, Western Pacific, and the 

Americas are also at risk. 

COVSACK developed by DRDO  

Why in news? 

 The Defence Research and Development 

Organization (DRDO) had created 

COVSACK (Covid-19 Sample Collection 

Kiosk) by consulting doctors in Employees 

State Insurance Corporation (ESIC), 

Hyderabad to get tests from COVID-19 

suspicious patients, without the need of 

PPE kits.  

 The patient walks into the Kiosk cabin and 

a health care professional from outside 

the cabin gathers samples with nasal/oral 

swabs.  

 After the patient leaves the cabin, 4 

nozzle sprayers spray disinfectants mist 

for around 70 seconds. Further, the cabin 

is flushed with water and UV light 

disinfection, making the process free of 

infection spread. This reduces the need of 

frequent PPE change by healthcare 

workers. 

 The system is ready in less than 2 minutes 

for the next use. The cost of COVSACK is 

around Rs 1 lakh.  

 Currently, a medical professional from 

outside flushes the system with 

disinfectant. This puts him/her under a 

vulnerable position. 

 It is designed so that the Kiosk can be 

disinfected automatically without any 

help of human personnel by its inherent 

features. 

Education amid COVID-19 

pandemic 

Why in news?  

 Bihar Education Project Council (BEPC) 

along with United Nations Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) and Eckovation, a social learning 

platform, had launched a mobile 

application namely Unnayan: Mera 
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Mobile, Mera Vidyalaya and intended to 

book a slot with the All India Radio (AIR) 

for the audio broadcast of class-wise and 

subject-wise study materials for 

government school students for Class VI 

to XII of over 70,000 government-run 

schools, so that their studies do not suffer 

due to the COVID-19 lockdown. 

 The Centre intends to restart classes in 

the distance mode by means of dedicated 

TV and radio channels in English and 

Hindi. 

 The BEPC had also encouraged students 

for the utilization of online education 

portals like Diksha (NCERT books are 

available free of cost for Class 1 to XII and 

have integrated audio-visual media along 

with digital textbooks). 

 Moreover, Ministry of Human Resource 

Development (HRD) had also launched 

Bharat Padhe Online Campaign and YUKTI 

web-portal - for improving and observing 

the online education framework in India. 

 The Centre is planning to start the next 

academic year virtually.  

 National Institute of Open Schooling 

(NIOS) has been asked to create a 

structured programme for class-wise. This 

is being done along with the NCERT using 

their syllabus. 

 The material will be ready for use by 

schools following the NIOS or the CBSE 

syllabus. 

Challenges 

 e-learning poses a challenge to teachers, 

students and their parents over 

technology and its access  

 All of the students do not have laptops or 

computers. Parents also use the 

computer/laptop to work from home so 

children do not get a chance to utilize it. 

 Teachers are worried about students 

using smartphones because of distracting 

apps. 

 Teachers too might face technical 

constraints and if teachers are equipped, 

the same might not be the case for the 

institutions. 

 The lockdown made it worse for those 

who have technical problems in their 

devices. 

 Parents are finding it problematic to 

adjust to the online system. The added 

household work due to the absence of 

domestic helper adds to their problem. 

 Most of the subjects such as beauty 

culture, fashion design and tailoring, 

office management, travel and tourism, 

web design and so on requires practical 

learning so it is difficult to teach them 

through a distance mode. 

 In a State like Bihar and other states, 

distance learning has also revealed glaring 

challenges that stem from socio-

economic, digital and educational 

inequalities. 

Way Ahead 

 Teachers should have a structured plan 

which does not burden them and also 

keep the students involved. 

 All institutions will have to make out a 

infrastructure plan, which can be utilized 

in such a crisis. 

 Teachers need to be considerate about 

how children feel or what they are going 

through these days so an understanding 

could be developed 
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Bharat Padhe Online 

 A week-long campaign till 16 April, 2020 
for crowdsourcing of ideas for improving 
the online education ecosystem of India. 

 Invite people in India to share 
suggestions/solutions directly with the 
HRD Ministry to overcome constraints of 
online education while promoting the 
available digital education platforms. 

 Students and teachers were the main 
target audience in it. 

YUKTI (Young India Combating COVID with 
Knowledge, Technology and Innovation)  

 A unique portal and dashboard to 
monitor and record the efforts and 
initiatives of MHRD. 

 Covers various initiatives and efforts of 
the institutions in academics, research 
especially related to COVID-19, social 
initiatives by institutions and the 
measures taken for the betterment of the 
total wellbeing of the students. 

 Allows institutions to exchange their 
strategies for various challenges because 
of the unprecedented situation of COVID-
19 

 Establishes a two-way communication 
channel between the MHRD and the 
institutions so that the Ministry can give 
the necessary assistance system to the 
institutions. 

 Helps in addressing critical issues with 
respect to student promotion policies, 
placements related challenges and 
physical and mental well-being of 
students in these challenging times. 

 Provides inputs for better planning and 
will enable it to monitor effectively its 
activities for next 6 months. 

 It aims to fulfill the goals of the Ministry 
in the wake of COVID-19 to keep the 
academic community healthy, both 
physically & mentally and to enable a 
continuous high-quality learning 
environment for learners. 

 

SAMADHAN 

Why in news? 

 The Innovation Cell of the Ministry of 

Human Resources Development and All 

India Council for Technical Education 

(AICTE) has launched a mega online 

challenge, SAMADHAN along with Forge 

and InnovatioCuris (an organisation on 

healthcare expertise) to test the ability of 

students to innovate and in this 

challenge, the participating students will 

search and develop measures against 

COVID-19. 

 It is available to the government agencies, 

health services, hospitals and other 

services for the quick solution of such 

epidemics. 

 The success of this program depends on 

the effectiveness of the ideas of 

participating contestants with ability to 

find solutions, technically and 

commercially. 

 The challenge will inspire students and 

faculty for novel experiments and 

discoveries giving a strong baseline of 

experimentation. 

 The challenge will also create awareness 

among citizens and motivate them to face 

challenges, prevent crises and help them 

get livelihood. 

COVID-19 Community Mobility 

Reports 

Why in news? 

 ‘COVID-19 Community Mobility Reports’ 

has been released by the Google, which 

aims to give insights into what has 
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changed in response to policies aimed at 

combating COVID-19. 

 The data is based on the 5-week period 

Jan 3–Feb 6, 2020 and the first few days 

of the lockdown period in India 

 The report comes at a time when people 

around the world are looking at ways like 

social distancing as a key action to deal 

with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 131 countries have been covered by this 

report and chart movement trends over 

time by geography, across different 

categories of places such as retail and 

recreation, groceries and pharmacies, 

parks, transit stations, workplaces, and 

residential. 

Finding Related to India 

 There has been a dip of 77% in mobility 

trends for places like restaurants, cafes, 

shopping centres and movie theaters and 

a 65% drop at grocery markets, food 

warehouses, farmers’ markets and 

pharmacies.  

 A 57% decline for places like public 

beaches and gardens, a 71% fall at public 

transport hubs and a 47% drop for places 

of workplace. But, the mobility trends in 

the residence places faced an increase of 

22%. 

 These reports will help support decisions 

about how to manage the COVID-19 

pandemic. For example, the information 

could help officials understand changes in 

essential trips that can shape suggestions 

on business hours or inform delivery 

service offerings. 

Movement Across Other Countries 

 Reports compared traffic from Feb 16 to 

March 29 to retail and recreational 

venues, train and bus stations, grocery 

stores and workplaces with a five-week 

period (Jan 3- Feb 6). 

 Italy and Spain, two of the hardest-hit 

countries, both witnessed 94% fall in the 

visits to retail and recreation locations 

such as restaurants and movie theaters  

 The United Kingdom, France and 

Philippines had declines of more than 

80%. 

 In Japan and Sweden, visits to retail and 

recreation sites fell by roughly only a 

quarter. 

 While in South Korea, the decline was just 

19%, which has successfully contained a 

large outbreak through aggressive testing 

and contact tracing,. 

 There were no reports for China and Iran, 

where Google services are blocked. 

Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 
2020)  

 Report has been released by the Internal 
Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), 
a part of the Norwegian Refugee Council.   

 Nearly five million people were displaced 
in India in 2019, the highest in the world 
so far, prompted by increased hazard 
intensity, high population and social and 
economic vulnerability.   

 More than 2.6 million people suffered 
displacement due to the southwest 
monsoon. 2019 was the seventh warmest 
year since 1901 in India; its monsoon was 
the wettest in 25 years.  

 Eight tropical storms hit in the year 
fuelling further destruction. These include 
Maha and Bulbul.  

 In addition to displacement due to natural 
disasters, over 19,000 conflicts and 
violence also prompted the phenomenon.  

 Unrests and communal violence triggered 
displacement in the second half of the 
year. For example, political and electoral 
violence, especially in Tripura and West 
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Bengal, led to the displacement of more 
than 7,600 people. 

Science and Technology 
 

 

Sodium hypochlorite 

Why in news?  

 The utilization of sodium hypochlorite in a 

disinfectant tunnel may have a harmful 

effect on people even if there is a slight 

variation in its concentration. The Union 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

had already issued an advisory stating 

that spraying disinfectants like sodium 

hypochlorite is harmful. 

About  

 Disinfectant tunnels have been installed 

at many places, and sodium hypochlorite 

solution is being used in the tunnel. The 

tunnels through, which people walk while 

a mist of this solution, is sprayed on them 

to clear any viruses.  

 Sodium hypochlorite is a chlorine-based 

disinfectant, which is used on inanimate 

objects. Not more than 0.5 per cent of its 

concentration is used for wound cleaning. 

 Sodium hypochlorite is a yellow colored 

liquid chemical that is used as bleach. This 

chemical is used to purify dirty water, and 

removing stains. 

 As a common bleaching agent, it is used 

for a variety of cleaning and disinfecting 

purposes. It releases chlorine, which is a 

disinfectant. The concentration of the 

chemical in the solution varies according 

to the purpose it is meant for.  

 Large quantities of chlorine can be 

harmful. Normal household bleach is a 2-

10% sodium hypochlorite solution. At a 

much lower 0.25-0.5%, this chemical is 

used to treat skin wounds like cuts or 

scrapes. Even weaker solution (0.05%) is 

used for handwash. 

 1% solution cause damage to the skin. If it 

gets inside the body, it can cause serious 

harm to lungs. Sodium hypochlorite is 

corrosive, and is meant largely to clean 

hard surfaces.  

 It is not suggested to be used on humans, 

not as a spray or shower. 0.05% solution 

could be very harmful for the eyes also. 

Unified Geologic Map of the 

Moon 

Why in news? 

 NASA, the United States Geological 

Survey (USGS), and the Lunar Planetary 

Institute  have developed a detailed 

colour map of the moon’s surface.  

 The scientists built on the original digital 

renovation of the 6 maps comprising of 

the near, central far, east, west, north 

and south sides that was released in 

2013. 

 The final map consists of 43 geologic units 

across the entire lunar surface, broken 

down into groups based on characteristics 

like materials of craters, basins, terra, 

plains and volcanic units. 

 Unified Geologic Map of the Moon will 

serve as a blueprint for future human 

missions and a source of research and 

analysis for the educators and the general 

public interested in lunar geology. 
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 The map is a ‘seamless, globally 

consistent, 1:5,000,000-scale geologic 

map’. 

 The mapped surface features of the moon 

incorporating crater rim crests, buried 

crater rim crests, fissures, grabens, 

scarps, mare wrinkle ridges, faults, 

troughs, rilles, and lineaments. 

 

 

 

 

 

World Homoeopathy Day 

Why in news?  

 The world homeopathy day is celebrated 

on every year on 10 April 10 to honor the 

birth of the father of the Homeopathy 

system of medicines Dr. Samuel 

Hahnemann. He discovered the way to 

heal through the use of homeopathy. He 

died on July 2, 1843. The theme of 2020 is 

"Enhancing the scope of Homoeopathy in 

Public Health".  

Homeopathy 

 The way to heal by the doctrine of 'similia 

similibus curantur' i.e likes are cured by 

likes. This method was brought up by Dr. 

Hahnemann. 

 Homeopathy is one of the most popular 

medical systems in India. It is one of the 

Medicine systems in the AYUSH-- 

'Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, 

Siddha and Homeopathy' ministry. 

 International Homoeopathy Conference 

cum Scientific Convention will be 

organized by Ministry of AYUSH on World 

Homoeopathy Day 2020 in collaboration 

with the National Institute of 

Homoeopathy, Kolkata, jointly organized 

along with CCRH, CCH & HPL, on April 10 

and 11, 2020 at Biswa Bangla Convention 

Centre, Kolkata. 

 The homeopathic medical system is a 

recognized medical system in India under 

the Homoeopathy Central Council Act, 

1973. It is also recognized as one of the 

national systems of medicines. 

TriboE masks  

Why in news?  

 Centre for Nano and Soft Matter Sciences 

(CeNS), Bengaluru, an autonomous 

institute of the Department of Science 

and Technology (DST), have come up with 

a new way for making face masks, termed 

as TriboE Mask, that can hold electric 

charges to restrict the entry of infections 

without any external power. 

 The mask is three-layered, a layer of 

nylon or silk cloth sandwiched between 

polypropylene layers on the outside, and 

the latter sourced from commonly used 

non-woven grocery bags. When layers are 

rubbed against each other, static 

electricity is produced; the outer layers 

develop negative charges, while nylon/silk 

will hold the positive charges. This 

restricts the possible transmission of 

infections.   

 This will act as double electric wall 

protection against the infectious entities 

crossing.  

 But this is not recommended to 

healthcare professionals and patients. 

SunRISE mission 

Why in news? 
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 NASA had selected a new mission to study 

giant solar particle storms. 

 The Sun Radio Interferometer Space 

Experiment (SunRISE) will look into how 

Sun generates and discharges the solar 

particle storms, into space. 

 This mission will assist in greater 

understanding of the solar system. The 

findings would safeguard astronauts from 

solar storms while they travel to Mars or 

the Moon. 

 SunRISE consists 6 CubeSats that will 

work together as a large radio telescope. 

Each of the CubeSats would run on solar 

power and would be of the size of a 

toaster oven. 

 These will observe radio images of low-

frequency emission from solar activity  

 CubeSats will create 3D maps to locate 

the origin place of a solar particle storm 

on the Sun.  

 The entire procedure of the storm 

evolution as it moves outward into the 

space will be studied too. 

Lithium rich red giants 

Why in news?  

 Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), an 

autonomous institute under the 

Department of Science &Technology, 

have discovered hundreds of Li-rich giant 

stars showing that Li is being produced in 

the stars and available in abundance in 

the interstellar medium. 

 They have also associated such Li 

enhancement with central He-burning 

stars, also called red clump giants, 

thereby opening up new vistas in the 

evolution of the red giant stars. 

 Lithium (Li), is one of the three primordial 

elements, apart from Hydrogen and 

Helium (He), produced in the big bang 

nucleosynthesis (BBN) 

 This is a significant discovery that will help 

to eliminate many proposed theories such 

as planet engulfment or nucleosynthesis 

during the red giant evolution in which 

helium at the center is not burning. 

Madhuban Gajar 

Why in news? 

 Madhuban Gajar, a biofortified carrot 

variety, is being planted in an area of over 

200 hectares in Junagadh (Gujarat), and 

the average yield, which is 40-50 

tonne/hectare (t/ha), has become the 

main source of income to local farmers. 

 It is utilized for different value-added 

products such as carrot chips, juices, and 

pickles. 

 This is a highly nutritious carrot variety 

created through the selection method 

with higher β-carotene content (source of 

Vitamin A) and iron content.  

 It was developed by Vallabhhai 

Vasrambhai Marvaniya, a farmer scientist 

from Junagadh. He was conferred with a 

National Award during Festival of 

Innovation (FOIN)–2017and Padma Shri in 

2019 for his extraordinary work. 

 Madhuban Gajar was tested by National 

Innovation Foundation (NIF), an 

autonomous institute under the 

Department of Science and Technology 

during 2016-17.  

 It was found that this carrot variety 

possesses a significantly higher root yield 

(74.2 t/ha) and plant biomass (275 gm per 

plant). 
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 The variety is being cultivated in Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, West Bengal, 

Uttar Pradesh. 

Fortification and Biofortification 

 Fortification is the practice of rising the 

content of an essential micronutrient 

such that vitamins and minerals in a food, 

to improve the nutritional quality of the 

food supply and give a public health 

advantage with minimal risk to health. 

 In Biofortification, nutritional quality of 

food crops is improved by agronomic 

practices, conventional plant breeding, or 

modern biotechnology. 

 Biofortification varies from fortification 

because biofortification aims to increase 

nutrient levels in crops during plant 

growth rather than by manual means 

during processing of the crops. 

 Increased nutritional quantity by 

biofortification further support India's 

National Nutrition Mission (renamed as 

Poshan Abhiyaan), launched in March 

2018. 

 Biofortification is considered one of the 

most cost-effective interventions for 

countries to employ in combating 

micronutrient malnutrition.  

 It reaches rural consumers who have 

limited access to industrially fortified 

foods, supplementation interventions, 

and diverse diets.  

 It combines increased micronutrient 

content with preferred agronomic, 

quality, and market traits and therefore 

biofortified varieties will typically match 

or outperform the usual varieties that 

farmers grow and consume. 

 The National Nutrition Mission is backed 

by a National Nutrition Strategy prepared 

by the NITI Aayog with the goal of 

attaining “Kuposhan Mukt Bharat" or 

malnutrition-free India, by 2022. 

Pool Testing 

Why in news?  

 The ICMR (Indian Council of Medical 

Research) provided permission for the 

Uttar Pradesh to start pool testing of 

COVID-19. With this, UP has become the 

first state to start pool testing. 

 Pool testing is done to increase the 

number of testing.  

 In Pool Testing, if 10 samples of COVID-19 

test negative, then it shows that all the 

samples test negative.  

 But, if the samples tested are not 

negative, individual testing will be done. 

Under this testing, the samples will be 

mixed and tested. 

 The pool testing expands the testing 

capacity. The method will accelerate the 

testing process 

 

Effectiveness of Remdesvir  

Why in news? 

 According to ICMR, the antiviral drug 

Remdesvir is highly effective in stopping 

the reproduction capacity of COVID-19 

pandemic. The research on the efficacy of 

Remdesvir is a part of WHO’s “Solidarity 

Trial” not clinical trials.  

 According to studies, 68% of patients that 

were under the treatment of Remdesvir 

did not need ventilator or oxygen support 

after taking the drug. 

 WHO has launched 4 mega trials. Further 

development on the efficiency of the drug 
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is to be learnt from the mega trials of 

WHO. 

 Earlier, the drug was utilized against Ebola 

virus. 

Hydrogen Fuel Cell 

Why in news? 

 NTPC has invited global Expression of 

interest (EoI) to provide 10 Hydrogen Fuel 

Cell  based electric buses in Delhi and an 

equal number of Hydrogen Fuel Cell 

based electric cars for Leh.  

 The move to procure Hydrogen Fuel Cell 

based vehicles is first of its kind project in 

India, wherein a complete solution from 

green energy to the fuel cell vehicle 

would be developed.  

About 

 A fuel cell is an electrochemical cell that 

converts the chemical energy of a fuel 

(often hydrogen) into electricity.  

 Fuel cells differs from most batteries in 

requiring a constant source of fuel and 

oxygen (usually from air) to sustain the 

chemical reaction whereas in a battery, 

the chemical energy comes from metals 

and their ions or oxides that are already 

present in the battery, except in flow 

batteries.  

 Fuel cells can produce electricity 

constantly for as long as fuel and oxygen 

are supplied.  

First merger of two black holes 

with unequal masses  

Why in news?  

 For the first time since it started 

functioning, the gravitational wave 

observatories at LIGO scientific 

collaboration have detected a 

merger of two unequalmass black holes.  

 The event, namely 

GW190412, was detected nearly a 

year before, and this is almost 5 

years after the first ever detection 

of gravitational wave signals by 

these powerful detectors has been 

detected.  

 Analysis of the signal coming 

from the violent merger showed 

that it involved two black holes of 

unequal masses coalescing, one of 

which was some 30 times the mass 

of the Sun and the other which had a 

mass nearly 8 times the solar mass.  

 The actual merger took 

place at a distance of 2.5 billion 

light years away.  

 The detected signal’s waveform 

has special extra features in it 

when it corresponds to the merger 

of two unequalsized black holes 

as compared with a merger of 

equalsized black holes.  

 While the mass of the black hole 

bends the spacetime close to it, 

the spin or angular momentum of 

this inscrutable object drags the 

nearby spacetime, causing it to 

swirl around, along with it. Hence 

both these properties are important to  

estimate. 

Difference between binary black holes with 

equal masses and those with different masses 

 Dominant emission of gravitational waves   

happens at twice the 

orbital frequency of the binary… 

In this case, we find, for the first 
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time, emission at a frequency that 

is three times the orbital frequency. This     

emission is negligible 

when binaries contain equal masses and    

when the orbit is faceon.  

 The asymmetry in the masses made 

the feeble higher harmonic component       

better ‘heard’, leading to 

its unambiguous detection.  

 Also, in the case of the merger 

of unequal black holes, the spin of 

the more massive black hole can 

be determined from the extra features in th

e signal waveform.  

 The spin of the heavier black hole plays a 

more prominent role in the dynamics of the

 binary. Hence, it 

leaves a stronger imprint on the 

waveform, making it easy to measure. 

KARMIBot Robot 

Why in news? 

 KARMIBot, a robot deployed at the isolation

 ward for COVID19 patients at the 

Government Medical College 

Hospital, Ernakulam, may 

soon find its way to hospitals 

across the country and even abroad.  

 For, ASIMOV Robotics, a 

startup based in Maker Village here, is on the      

verge of kickstarting its commercial 

production. The robot, developed by ASIMOV       

Robotics, 

with support from the Viswasanthi Foundation     

run by actor Mohanlal, was handed 

over to Ernakulam Collector 

 The robot performs a slew of 

activities from dispensing 

food and medicines and collection of trash  

left behind 

by patients to initiating a video call between doct

ors and patients. Besides, it can 

perform ultravioletbased 

disinfection and also spray 

detergents at targets.  Its main goal is to limit the 

interaction between patients 

and health workers, minimising the use of person

al protective equipment (PPE) 

kits, which are scarce in the country at present.  

 ASIMOV Robotics startup is focusing on 

the healthcare sector and 

plans to bring out a robot 

specifically designed with 

therapeutic applications for 

deployment in intensive care units. KARMIBot  

was developed 

within a month after consultations with medical c

ollege 

authorities. The robot, capable of carrying a paylo

ad of up to 25 kg, can operate up 

to 68 hours after a full charge lasting two hours. 

It would be loaded with additional features, such 

as contactless temperature checking and automa

ted charger docking, once spare parts 

are available after the lockdown ends.  

'COVID INDIA SEVA' launched 

Why in news? 

 Union Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare launched an interactive platform, 

COVID INDIA SEVA , aimed at providing 

real time solutions to COVID-19 related 

queries. 

 People can post their queries to the 

COVID INDIA SEVA twitter handle for 

getting swift replies from the team of 

trained experts. 

 Aim of this initiative: Enabling transparent 

e-governance delivery at large scales 
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particularly in crisis situations such as the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 With the help of this platform, trained 

experts will be able to share authoritative 

public health information swiftly at scale, 

helping to build a direct channel for 

communication with citizens. 

Increased traffic on websites of 

Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare and ICMR 

Why in news? 

 According to the National Informatics 

Centre (NIC), traffic on the websites of 

the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

and the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR) had increased 

significantly as citizens looked for genuine 

information about COVID-19. 

 Various State centres of the NIC are 

working with the State governments to 

develop tracking and management 

portals to help the State and the district 

administration to combat the pandemic. 

 This is done on similar lines of those 

already launched in Kerala and 

Meghalaya. For example, Covid-19 

Jagratha: This portal was launched in 

Kerala. 

 It is a one stop platform for the public to 

avail emergency services and information 

related to Covid-19 and ensures 

transparency and quality in public 

services and welfare measures. 

 NIC also highlighted some of the 

challenges of Work From Home(WFH) 

such as: 

a) Configuration Challenges: Configuring 

Virtual Private Network (VPN) access — 

core to enabling government employees 

to work from their homes — to a large 

number of employees in a span of three 

or four days. A VPN provides online 

privacy and anonymity by creating a 

private network from a public internet 

connection. 

b) Limited Manpower: Given most of the 

members at NIC were also working from 

home, executing change at different 

levels was difficult with a limited 

manpower. 

c) Logistical Constraints: Availability of 

laptops or a home desktop for every 

resource was another challenge. 

 Apart from increased traffic on ICMR's 

and Health Ministry's website, NIC’s 

videoconferencing service is also being 

extensively used due to social distancing 

norms. 

 The videoconferencing service used by 

government officials, including the 

President and the Prime Minister, besides 

Union Ministers, Governors and Chief 

Ministers. 

CollabCAD in Atal Tinkering Labs  

Why in news? 

 Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and 

the National Informatics Centre (NIC) 

have jointly launched collaborative 

network enabled CollabCAD in Atal 

Tinkering Labs (or ATL schools) to give a 

great platform to students of Atal 

Tinkering Labs (ATLs) in India to develop 

and modify 3D designs with free flow of 

creativity and imagination. 

 This software would also enable students 

to develop data across the network and 

concurrently access the same design data 

for storage and visualization. 
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 Desktop CAD (Computer -Aided Design) 

software system gives a total engineering 

solution from 2D drafting & detailing to 

3D printing. 

 It is an initiative of National Informatics 

Centre (Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology), Bhabha Atomic 

Research Centre (Department of Atomic 

Energy), and Vikram Sarabhai Space 

Centre (Department of Space, ISRO). 

Atal Tinkering Labs 

 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), 

Government of India’s flagship initiative, 

has established ATLs in schools to 

promote a culture of innovation and 

entrepreneurship in different sectors of 

the Indian economy by developing new 

programmes.  

 The aim is to foster curiosity, creativity 

and imagination in young minds; and 

inculcate skills like design mindset, 

computational thinking, adaptive 

learning, physical computing and so on. 

 AIM provide platform and collaboration 

opportunities for different stakeholders, 

create awareness and an umbrella 

structure to oversee the innovation 

ecosystem of the country. 

 ATL is a work space where children can 

provide shape to their ideas through 

hands on do-it-yourself mode and get a 

chance to work with tools and equipment 

to understand the concepts of STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math). 

 AIM also gives grant-in-aid that 

incorporates a one-time establishment 

cost of Rs. 10 lakh and operational 

expenses of Rs. 10 lakh for a maximum 

period of 5 years to each ATL. 

 In light of the current situation (Covid-19), 

the ATL program has launched a ‘Tinker 

from Home’ campaign to ensure that the 

children across the county have access to 

useful easy-to-learn online resources to 

keep themselves fruitfully occupied. 

 AIM has also propelled the Game 

Development module as part of the 

‘Tinker from Home’ campaign. It is an 

online platform by which young minds 

can learn to develop their own games and 

also share it with others. This platform 

envisages to make students transition 

from ‘game players’ to ‘game makers’. 

 

Set Top Boxes (STBs)  

Why in news? 

 Recently, the Telecom Regulatory 

Authority of India (TRAI) has 

recommended that all Set Top Boxes 

(STBs) in the country must be made 

interoperable. 

 It means that consumers should be able 

to use the same STB across different DTH 

(direct-to-home) or cable TV providers. 

Issues due to the lack of interoperability 

 It deprives the customer of the freedom 

to change her/his service provider. 

 Creates a hindrance to technological 

innovation and improvement in service 

quality. 

 Hampers the overall sector growth. 

Way Ahead 

 Universal STB has technical and 

commercial constraints so the 

interoperability should be platform-

specific. 
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 Interoperable STBs within the cable TV 

segment and similarly within the DTH 

segment should be developed. 

 The Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting has been suggested to make 

the required amendments in licensing and 

registration conditions to make 

interoperability mandatory. 

 It has also been recommended to set up a 

coordination committee to steer 

implementation of revised STB standards 

for both the DTH and the cable TV 

segments. 

 The committee may maintain continuous 

oversight for setting up of the digital TV 

standards by Bureau of Indian Standards 

(BIS). 

SATYAM programme  

Why in news? 

 Department of Science and Technology 

(DST) has initiated the Science and 

Technology of Yoga and Meditation 

(SATYAM) programme, under which it has 

invited proposals to study appropriate 

intervention of yoga and meditation in 

fighting COVID-19 and similar kinds of 

viruses. 

 DST is encouraging scientists, clinicians 

and experienced practitioners of yoga and 

meditation, with a proven track record, to 

submit concept notes on the proposal 

covering: 

a) Aims and objectives of proposed work. 

b) Existing literature. 

c) Methodology. 

d) Expected outcome. 

e) Budget requirement. 

f) Details of host institutions along with 

detailed bio-data of the principal 

investigator with latest publications 

included in scientific journal databases. 

Science and Technology of Yoga and Meditation 

Programme 

 It was conceptualized in 2015 by the DST 

under its Cognitive Science Research 

Initiative (CSRI) to foster scientific 

research on the effects of yoga and 

meditation on physical & mental health 

and on cognitive functioning in healthy 

people as well as in patients with 

disorders. 

Themes 

 Investigations on the effect of Yoga and 

Meditation on physical and mental health 

and well being. 

 Investigations on the effect of Yoga and 

Meditation on the body, brain, and mind 

in terms of basic processes and 

mechanisms. 

Cognitive Science Research Initiative 

 DST initiated this as a highly focused 

programme in 2008 during the 11th Five 

year plan. 

 The DSRI facilitates a platform to the 

scientific community to work for better 

solutions of challenges related with 

cognitive disorders and social issues 

through various psychological tools & 

batteries, early diagnosis & better 

therapies, intervention technologies and 

rehabilitation programmes. 

Hydroxychloroquine  

Why in news? 
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 India revoked its earlier ban on the export 

of malaria drug hydroxychloroquine 

(HCQ), which is being used to treat Covid-

19 and this has been done in view of the 

humanitarian aspects of the pandemic. 

 India has decided to licence paracetamol 

and HCQ in appropriate quantities to all 

its neighbouring countries that are 

dependent on its capabilities. 

 It will also supply these essential drugs to 

some nations that have been particularly 

badly affected by the pandemic. 

 The government will fulfill the pre-

existing orders, mainly to the U.S., Brazil 

and European countries, as they have 

made advance payments on their orders. 

 The orders will be fulfilled depending on 

the stock position and domestic demand 

for the drug, which would be 

continuously monitored. 

 The government said that currently it has 

sufficient stock of the HCQ drug. 

About drug 

 It is an oral drug used in the treatment of 

malaria and some autoimmune diseases 

such as rheumatoid arthritis. 

 Malaria is a disease caused by mosquito 

bite of female Anopheles and spreads 

through parasites. 

 Recent studies show that the HCQ drug 

alone or in combination with 

azithromycin can reduce the COVID-19 

virus quickly. Further, the study suggests 

that prophylaxis (treatment given to 

prevent disease) with hydroxy-

chloroquine at approved doses could 

prevent SARS-CoV-2 infection. Although 

the drug has some side effects, it is linked 

to instances of cardiac arrhythmia and 

liver damage. Wide use may handicap the 

people’s ability to fight the disease. 

 

Internal Security 
 

 

PITCH BLACK cancelled   

Why in news? 

 Premier multilateral 

air combat training exercise namely 

Pitch Black 2020 between India and 

Australia which was 

scheduled from July 27 to August 

14 has been cancelled due to 

the COVID19 situation.   

 The exercise is an opportunity to interact 

with forces from across the globe.  

 The next edition of Pitch Black will took 

place in 2022.  

 In the last edition of Pitch 

Black in 2018, the IAF for the 

first time deployed fighter 

aircraft which would “give a unique oppor

tunity for exchange of 

knowledge and experience 

with these countries in a dynamic warfare

 environment”.   

 The defence and strategic 

engagement with Australia has steadily 

gone up in recent years especially on the 

bilateral front with naval 

cooperation at the forefront.  

 The bilateral naval exercise 

AUSINDEX early in 2019 witnessed 

participation of the largest Australian con

tingent ever to India with 1,000 

personnel. 
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 Objectives of Exercise Pitch Black: To 

foster closer relationship between the 

participating friendly forces and to 

promote interoperability through sharing 

of knowledge and experience. 

US approved sale of missiles and 

torpedoes 

Why in news? 

 The US State Department has approved 

the sale of missiles and torpedoes worth 

$155 million to India. India had requested 

for these military hardware to the USA 

 The sale of 10 AGM-84L Harpoon Block II 

air launched missiles is expected to cost 

$92 million. 

 The sale of 16 MK 54 All Up Round 

Lightweight Torpedoes and 3 MK 54 

Exercise Torpedoes are estimated to cost 

$63 million. 

 India plans to use MK 54 Lightweight 

Torpedoes on its P-8I aircraft. 

 The MK 54 Lightweight Torpedo would 

give the capability to conduct anti-

submarine warfare missions. 

 The Harpoon missile system would be 

united into the P-8I aircraft to conduct 

anti-surface warfare missions in defense 

of critical sea lanes. 

 This will also enhance interoperability 

with the USA and other allied forces. 

Harpoon Block II Missile 

 Executes both land-strike and anti-ship 

missions. 

 The missile uses GPS-aided inertial 

navigation to hit a designated target aim 

point  

 Used for a wide variety of land-based 

targets, including coastal defense sites, 

surface-to-air missile sites, exposed 

aircraft, port/industrial facilities and ships 

in port. 

MK 54 Torpedoes 

 A cigar-shaped, self-propelled underwater 

missile 

 Launched from a submarine, surface 

vessel, or airplane  

 Designed for exploding upon contact with 

the hulls of surface vessels and 

submarines. 

 Uses sophisticated processing algorithms 

to analyze the information, edit out false 

targets or countermeasures, and then 

pursue identified threats. 

US and India benefits 

 According to the US, the missiles will help 

the USA to strengthen one of its major 

defence partners, bringing peace, political 

stability and economic progress in the 

Indo-Pacific region. 

 India will utilize the missiles to strengthen 

its homeland defences. These missiles are 

fully compatible with India’s p-81 aircrafts 

and therefore, there are no problems for 

India to absorb these systems in its armed 

forces. 

Healthcare Institutions Face 

Cyber Threats 

Why in news? 

 The COVID-19 outbreak presents a global 

challenge for the medical fraternity and 

society as well as for law enforcement 

agencies, due to the rising cases of 

cybercrime. 

 International Criminal Police Organisation 

(Interpol) has warned 194 nations, 
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including India that cybercriminals are 

attempting to target major hospitals and 

other institutions on the front lines of the 

fight against COVID-19 with ransomware.  

 Interpol warned that with a majority of 

people working from home due to the 

pandemic, there was a change in the 

pattern of crimes. 

 The ransomware spreading primarily by 

means of e-mails, often falsely claiming to 

contain information regarding the COVID-

19 from a government agency, which 

encourages the recipient to click on an 

infected link or attachment. 

 The Organisation continues to stand by its 

member countries and provide any 

assistance necessary to ensure vital 

healthcare systems remain untouched 

and the criminals targeting them held 

accountable. 

 Interpol also issued a Purple Notice to 

seek or provide information on modus 

operandi, objects, devices and 

concealment methods used by criminals. 

 Interpol’s Cybercrime Threat Response 

Team had detected a rise in the number 

of ransomware attacks against key 

organisations engaged in the virus 

reaction.  

 The attacks were designed to lock these 

institutions out of their critical systems in 

an attempt to extort payments. It will also 

delay the swift medical response required 

during these unprecedented times. It 

could also directly lead to deaths.  

 Cybercriminals are using ransomware to 

hold hospitals and medical services 

digitally hostage, preventing them from 

accessing vital files and systems until a 

ransom is paid. 

 In this situation, prevention and 

mitigation efforts are crucial to stopping 

the attacks. 

Steps Taken by the Government of India  

 Alerts received on the threat of 

ransomware/malware attacks have been 

communicated to the concerned 

departments. 

 Institutions and individuals have been 

appealed not to open any mail or link on 

coronavirus data or home remedies 

unless it is from a trusted source like a 

government agency. 

 They were also warned about a possibility 

of e-mail spoofing, where a suspect 

operating from a remote location would 

send an e-mail that would appear as if it 

came from a known person. 

Following changes in the cybercrime pattern  

 Fraudulent trade in personal protective 

equipment and anti-viral medicines 

 Individuals/businesses on reduced 

income becoming potential targets of 

loan sharks (Persons who loan money at 

extremely high interest rates and often 

use threats of violence to collect debts). 

 The lockdown period has made business 

establishments/factories vulnerable to 

thefts. 

 The lockdown has forced employees to 

work from home. Use of public platforms 

may result in loss of confidential data if an 

organisation does not have its own 

infrastructure and does not use VPN 

(Virtual Private Network) for accessing its 

resources. 

 Domestic violence against women and 

children cases have risen since the start of 

coronavirus-related quarantines. Recent 
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weeks have seen increased online activity 

by paedophiles (persons who are sexually 

attracted to children) seeking child sexual 

abuse material. 

 Moreover, Novel ways (fake accounts and 

exploiting vulnerabilities of various 

applications) of defrauding people using 

information and technology are being 

used to siphon off the money. 

Interpol’s Advisory 

 People are recommended to avoid 

opening suspicious emails and clicking 

links in unrecognised emails and 

attachments, backup files regularly, use 

strong passwords, keep softwares 

updated, etc. 

 In guidelines for law-enforcement 

agencies, Interpol warned about the 

emerging trend of false or misleading 

advertisements about medical products, 

setting up of fraudulent e-commerce 

platforms, phishing etc during the 

pandemic. 

 A person should report the police 

immediately if he/she becomes the 

victim. 

 Computer-related wrongs are covered 

under the Information Technology Act (IT 

Act), 2000 and wrongdoers are liable for 

penalty, compensation and criminal 

liability in appropriate cases. 

Recent Cases of Cyber Fraud 
1. Fake UPI of PM CARES Fund: An alert has 

been issued about phishing of the UPI 
(Unified Payments Interface) ID of the PM 
CARES Fund, in which the offender 
created a similar-looking ID to deceive 
users. UPI is a real-time payment system 
developed by National Payments 
Corporation of India (NCPI) for inter-bank 
transactions. The interface is regulated by 

the Reserve Bank of India and instantly 
transfers funds between two bank 
accounts on a mobile platform. The NPCI 
keeps a record of all the accounts and 
transactions. 

2. Facebook Fraud: Cases have been 
reported of fake Facebook accounts 
where money has been fraudulently 
asked for the treatment of alleged 
patients by hacking their accounts. 

3. Zoom App Mishap: The Computer 
Emergency Response Team-India (CERT-
In) circulated a vulnerability note giving 
Zoom a ‘medium’ security rating. The 
permission to Zoom for accessing the 
user’s microphone, web-cam and data 
storage can result in hijacking and loss of 
private data. ‘Zoomraiding’ or 
‘Zoombombing’ can be started, in which 
hate speech, pornography or other 
content is suddenly flashed by disrupting 
a video call on Zoom. In the app, meeting 
IDs can be shared through a link, on 
screen and other mediums which give the 
chances to uninvited guests to join a 
meeting and gain access to sensitive 
information. 

4. Payments Related: Verification of the 
destination UPI ID, blocking a stolen 
mobile phone with a UPI-enabled app and 
adherence to the KYC guidelines issued by 
the RBI. 

5. Social Media Related: Following best 
practices to protect privacy. 

6. Videoconferencing Related: Staying 
cautious while using free apps for 
confidential meetings and using 
organisational infrastructure to ensure 
authentication, access control and 
integrity of data through VPN or other 
options. 
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Virtual Petersberg Climate 

Dialogue 

Why in news? 

 The eleventh session of Petersberg 

Climate Dialogue was attended by India 

along with 30 other countries on 27-28 

April 2020  

 Countries deliberated over ways and 

means to tackle the challenge of 

reinvigorating economies and societies 

after COVID-19, while enhancing 

collective resilience and catalysing climate 

action while also supporting in specific 

those most vulnerable. 

 This session was the first virtual Climate 

Dialogue, which has been hosted by 

Germany since 2010  

 It provides a forum for informal high-level 

political discussions, focusing both on 

international climate negotiations and the 

advancement of climate action.  

Anti-smog guns 

Why in news?  

 Anti-smog guns have been installed at 14 

of the 47 large projects in Delhi, after the 

Supreme Court ordered the installation of 

anti-smog guns at all large construction 

sites to reduce dust pollution 

 The device sprays nebulised water 

droplets into the air by high-pressure 

propellers  

COVID-19 bio-medical waste disposal 

Why in news?  

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has 

urged the State Pollution Control Board 

and Pollution Control Committee to put in 

serious efforts to reduce possible risk of 

unscientific disposal of the bio-medical 

waste of the COVID-19 disease. 

 The tribunal also perused the guidelines 

for ''Handling, Treatment and Disposal of 

Waste Generated during Treatment, 

Diagnosis, Quarantine of COVID-19 

Patients'' issued by the Central Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB) recently. 

 NGT raked up the issue of gaps in 

compliance of the Bio Medical Waste 

Management Rules, 2016 which are 

applicable to the disposal of the bio-

medical waste generated out of handling 

a viral disease. 

 It expressed the need for revision of the 

guidelines so that all aspects of scientific 

disposal of liquid and solid waste 

management are taken care of not only at 

institution level but also at individual 

levels, such as manner of disposal of used 

Personal Protection Equipment (PPE), 

used bags, gloves, goggles, without the 

same getting mixed with other municipal 

solid waste causing contamination. 

 It stated that there is a requirement to 

create awareness by special awareness 

programmers, organising training in 

concerned local bodies, health 

departments, providing workers handling 

COVID-19 waste with adequate protective 

gear, adequate coordination with media 

and other concerned regulatory 

authorities. 

 

Geography, Environment and 

Ecology 
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Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay 

Abhiyan 

Why in news?  

 Amid the lockdown for the COVID-19, 

Gujarat government launched the third 

edition of ''Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay 

Abhiyan'', a conservation plan to deepen 

water bodies in the state before 

monsoon. 

 The scheme will continue till 10 June 

2020.  

 It will see the deepening of lakes, check 

dams and rivers by removing silt, and it 

will be done with people's participation  

 The Scheme would create employment 

opportunities for the rural population 

under MGNREGA amid the lockdown, 

adding that norms in place to combat the 

coronavirus outbreak will be adhered to 

while carrying out works under the 

scheme. 

New List of Cyclones 

Why in news? 

 A new list of names of tropical cyclones 

over north Indian Ocean including Bay of 

Bengal and Arabian Sea has been released 

by the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) that starts with Nisarga 

(Bangladesh), Gati (India), Nivar (Iran) 

 The list comprises of 169 names including 

13 from India such as Gati, Tej, Aag, Neer, 

Vyom, Jhar, Jaladhi, Murasu, Probaho, 

Prabhanjan, Ghumi, Ambud and Vega.   

 The IMD is one of the six Regional 

Specialised Meteorological Centres 

(RSMCs) set up across the globe, along 

with five regional Tropical Cyclone 

Warning Centres (TCWCs) that are given 

the task of issuing advisories and names 

of tropical cyclones. 
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 IMD issues advisories regarding upcoming 

tropical cyclones to 13 member nations, 

including Bangladesh, India, Iran, 

Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 

the UAE and Yemen. 

Ozone Hole 

Why in news? 

 Scientists who were tracking the Ozone 

hole at Copernicus' Atmospheric 

Monitoring Service (CAMS) announced 

that largest Ozone Hole, spanning an area 

of over 620,000 square miles (or 

997793.28 kms) that was formed due to 

unusual climatic conditions, ever 

recorded in the Arctic region over North 

Pole has now 'Healed Itself' and Closed. 

 According to the scientists the closure of 

the hole is due to phenomenon called the 

polar vortex, not due to the reduced 

pollution levels due to COVID-19 

lockdown. 

 The polar vortex has been recorded to be 

extremely powerful, and temperatures 

inside it have been very cold. The unique 

cocktail of the powerful vortex and low 

temperatures generates Stratospheric 

clouds that react with CFCs and destroy 

the Ozone layer in the process. 

 It is described as a whirling cone of low 

pressure over the poles that is strongest 

in the winter months due to the increased 

temperature. 

Earth's seismic noise 

Why in news? 

 Scientists at the British Geological Survey 

(BGS) have reported a 30-50 per cent fall 

in levels of ambient seismic noise since 

schools and businesses were closed in 

mid-March 2020.   

 Due to lower noise levels, scientists are 

now hoping that they would be able to 

detect smaller earthquakes and tremors 

that had slipped past their instruments so 

far. 

 In geology, seismic noise refers to the 

relatively persistent vibration of the 

ground due to a multitude of causes. It is 

the unwanted component of signals 

recorded by a seismometer– the scientific 

instrument that records ground motions, 

such as those caused by earthquakes, 

volcanic eruptions, and explosions.  

 Usually, to measure seismic activity 

accurately and reduce the effect of 

seismic noise, geologists place their 

detectors 100 metres below the Earth’s 

surface. 

 Apart from geology, seismic noise is also 

studied in other fields such as oil 

exploration, hydrology, and earthquake 

engineering. 

Devanahalli chakota 

Why in news? 

 Bangalore International Airport Limited 

(BIAL) which owns and operates 

Kempegowda International Airport (BLR-

Airport), as part of the 50th anniversary 

of World Earth Day, hopes to conserve 

the endangered fruit namely Devanahalli 

pomelo or chakota, a citrus variety almost 

on the brink of extinction, by cultivating it 

within the airport campus. 

 The Devanahalli pomelo, which comes 

with a Geographical Indication (GI) tag, 

has a unique, sweet taste, unlike other 
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varieties. Hectares of pomelo plantation, 

which once dotted Devanahalli region, 

have now all but vanished. Currently, 

there are less than 100 cultivators in the 

area. 

 Now as part of its flagship CSR 

Programme Namma Ooru, BIAL will plant 

500 pomelo trees. 

 With support from the Karnataka 

Department of Horticulture, BIAL 

procured saplings and has already planted 

50 plants at a location that was once a 

hub for pomelos, before the construction 

of the Airport. 

 With this initiative an aim to revive, 

conserve and restore past glory of 

Devenahalli pomelo, a fruit that is 

associated with the region in which BLR 

Airport is located. 

 BIAL plans to promote cultivation of the 

fruit around the region and develop a 

viable market by collaborating with Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 

and other institutions. 

 BIAL will also work with farmers in and 

around Devanahalli. 

Wildlife Board nod for mining in 

Assam elephant reserve 

Why in news? 

 Amid the countrywide lockdown, the       

National Board 

for Wildlife (NBWL) had recommended     

coal mining in a 

part of an elephant reserve in Assam.  

 The NBWL’s Standing 

Committee had discussed a suggestion for

 utilization of 98.59 hectares of land 

from the Saleki proposed reserve forest    

land for a coal mining project by North 

Easter Coal Field (NECF), a 

unit of Coal India Limited.  

 The NBWL is under the 

Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).  

 Saleki is a part of the Dehing Patkai Elepha

nt Reserve that includes the Dehing 

Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary covering 111.19 s

q km of rainforest and several reserve 

forests in Sivasagar, Dibrugarh and Tinsuki

a districts. 

 

International Relations 
 

U.S. Commission on 

International Religious Freedom 

Why in news? 

 The U.S. Commission on International 

Religious Freedom (USCIRF) had 

downsized India to the least positioning in 

a report.  

 It has put India among "nations of specific 

concern" (CPC) in its 2020 report nearby 

nations like China, North Korea, Saudi 

Arabia and Pakistan.  

 India was categorised as a “Tier 2 

country” in last year’s report.  

 This is that the first time since 2004 that 

India has been placed in this category. 

 It included explicit worries about the 

Citizenship Amendment Act, the 

proposed National Register for Citizens, 

against transformation laws and the 

circumstance in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 The commission additionally suggested 

that the U.S. government make rigid 
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move against India under the "Global 

Religious Freedom Act" (IRFA).  

 It prescribed the organization to force 

focused on sanctions on Indian 

government offices and authorities liable 

for serious infringement of strict 

opportunity. 

United States Commission on International 

Religious Freedom (USCIRF)  

 It is a U.S. federal government 

commission developed by the 

International Religious Freedom Act 

(IRFA) of 1998. It functions as an advisory 

body.  

 Headquarters: Washington, D.C.  

 It monitors and researches international 

religious freedom issues.  

 It issues a yearly report after its 

assessment of the realities and conditions 

of strict opportunity infringement around 

the world.  

Responsibilities   

 To review the facts and circumstances of 

infringement of religious freedom 

internationally 

 To make policy recommendations to the 

President, the Secretary of State, and the 

Congress.  

Noor satellite 

Why in news? 

 Iran had successfully launched its first 

military satellite in a 425km (264 miles) 

high orbit, namely NOOR by a three-stage 

rocket which was powered by a 

combination of solid and liquid fuels.  

 This move heightened tensions with the 

USA at a time when the two countries are 

already facing off in the Persian Gulf. 

 Iran had launched its first civilian satellite 

in 2009. 

ASEAN summit held online  

Why in news?  

 Vietnam chaired the online summit of 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) and leaders from China, Japan 

and South Korea also joined the summit.  

 Vietnam has urged Southeast Asian 

leaders to establish an emergency fund to 

tackle the coronavirus. 

 The COVID-19 has destroyed the region's 

tourism and export-reliant economies. 

 ASEAN leaders have cautioned of the 

crippling economic cost of COVID-19 and 

called for trade routes to reopen to 

protect jobs and food supplies, as well as 

the stockpiling of medical equipment.  

IMF approved a $500 million 

grant 

Why in news? 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

approved a $500 million grant to cancel 

six months of debt payments for 25 of the 

world's most impoverished countries and 

this will provide grants to the poorest and 

most vulnerable member countries of the 

IMF to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Many of 25 countries have less than 50 

critical care unit beds per nation. The IMF 

approved the urgent debt service relief 

for 19 African countries such as 

Afghanistan, Haiti, Nepal, Solomon 

Islands, Tajikistan and Yemen. 
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 They will be able to channel more of their 

scarce financial resources towards vital 

emergency medical and other relief 

efforts. 

 The money will come from the IMFs 

revamped Catastrophe Containment and 

Relief Trust (CCRT) which will use recent 

pledges of 185 million from the United 

Kingdom and 100 million from Japan. 

 The IMF urged other donors to help 

replenish the trusts resources. 

Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust (CCRT) 

 The CCRT allows the IMF to give grants for 

debt relief for the poorest and most 

vulnerable nations hit by catastrophic 

natural disasters or public health 

disasters. 

 The relief on debt service payments frees 

up extra resources to meet exceptional 

balance of payments requirement 

developed by the disaster and for 

containment and recovery. 

 It was established in February 2015 

during the Ebola outbreak and modified 

in March 2020 in reaction to the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

COVID-19 support package 

assured by ADB 

Why in news? 

 The Government of India has taken a $1.5 

billion loan from the Asian Development 

Bank (ADB) to fund its immediate 

response to COVID-19, both in terms of 

the health and socio-economic impacts. 

 ADB praised the Indian government’s 

decisive response to the pandemic, 

including a national health emergency 

program and tax and other relief 

measures provided to businesses. 

ADB’s Support to India 

 ADB is engaged with the private sector to 

meet its financing requirement during this 

period. 

 It is ready to give further financial help 

and policy advice whenever the situation 

warrants. 

 ADB also intends to consider all financing 

options available to meet India’s 

requirements, to facilitate swift 

disbursement of ADB funds like 

emergency help, policy-based loans, and 

budget support. 

Operation Sanjeevani 

Why in news? 

 India supplied 6.2 tonnes of essential 

medicines like influenza vaccines, antiviral 

drugs such as lopinavir and ritonavir 

among others as well as consumables 

such as catheters, nebulisers, urine bags 

and infant feeding tubes to Maldives by a 

Hercules C-130J-30 aircraft of Indian Air 

Force, under Operation Sanjeevani as 

assistance in the fight against COVID 19. 

 Lopinavir and ritonavir have been used to 

treat COVID-19 patients in some 

countries. 

 In March also, India also dispatched a 14-

member Army medical team to Maldives 

to set up a viral testing lab there and 

gifted 5.5 tonne of essential medicines. 
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India-Maldives Relations  

 Both countries share ethnic, linguistic, 

cultural, religious and commercial links. 

India recognized Maldives in 1965 and 

later established its mission at Male in 

1972. 

 Under Operation Cactus in 1988, the 

Indian Armed Forces have helped the 

Maldives in the neutralization of the coup 

attempt. 

 India has helped Maldives after the 

tsunami in 2004.  

 India is Maldives 4th largest trade partner 

after UAE, China and Singapore. 

 The Maldives economy relies on its 

tourism sector, which is the major source 

of foreign exchange earnings and 

government revenue. 

 Under 'Operation Neer' in 2014, India 

supplied drinking water to Maldives to 

deal with the drinking water crisis. 

 Two Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH) 

given by India to the Maldivian armed 

forces have been utilized in saving 

Maldivian lives. ALH is a multi-role, new 

generation helicopter in the 5.5-ton 

weight class, indigenously designed and 

developed by Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL). 

 India gives the largest number of training 

opportunities for Maldivian National 

Defence Force (MNDF), meeting 70% of 

their defence training needs.  

 ‘Ekuverin’: Joint military exercise between 

India and Maldives. 

 

 

 

Art & Culture 
 

Celebration of New Year in South 

India 

Why in news?  

 Vishu Festival and Puthandu or Tamil New 

Year are celebrated on 14 April every year 

in all parts of Kerala and Tamil Nadu 

respectively.   

Vishu Festival 

 It is not traditionally celebrated as New 

Year in the Malayalam calendar, but 

people in the Malabar region consider 

this festival as the astrological new year.  

 This festival is observed in the early hours 

of the day in temples, like Sabarimala 

Ayyappan Temple or Guruvayur Sree 

Krishna Temple or Kulathupuzha Sree 

BaalaShastha Temple.  

 Vishu is a day of feasting. The foods 

consist of equivalent proportions of salt, 

sweet, sour and bitter items.  

 Feast items include Veppampoorasam, a 

bitter preparation of neem and 

Mampazhapachadi, a sour mango soup. 

Similar to other festivals, food is a special 

attraction on Vishu.  

 People feast on sadya— a feast comprises 

of different traditional vegetarian dishes. 

It is usually served on a banana leaf in 

Kerala. It is believed by many that their 

new year would be better if they see 

auspicious things on this day. 

 Thus, Malayali women prepare a setting 

called Vishukkani — with items such as 

rice, golden lemon, golden cucumber, 

coconut cut open, jack fruit, kanmashi 

kajal, betel leaves, arecanut, metal 
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mirror, golden yellow Konna flowers, holy 

Hindu texts, coins or currency notes, oil 

lamp, and an image of the Hindu God 

Vishnu.  

 The oldest person in the house lights up 

the lamp at dawn and blindfolds each 

member to open their eyes to see it 

before anything else. 

Puthandu 

 The festival is celebrated on the first day 

of the Tamil month Chithirai and marks 

the start of the Tamil calendar. 

 Puthandu is celebrated with pomp and 

fervour by Tamilians across the world 

including Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Singapore 

and Malaysia.  

 According to mythology, it is believed that 

Lord Brahma of the Holy Trinity in the 

Hindu pantheon of gods created the 

universe on this day. 

 Puthandu is a part of the 23 public 

holidays of Tamil Nadu as per the 

Negotiable Instruments Act of 1881. 

World Heritage Day 

Why in news? 

 Every year, 18 April is celebrated as World 

Heritage Day to create awareness about 

Heritage among communities. 

 Theme of World Heritage Day 2020: 

"Shared Culture’, ‘Shared heritage’ and 

‘Shared responsibility". 

 India ranks sixth in the largest number of 

heritage sites in the world. There are a 

total of 38 heritage sites in India. 

 A World Heritage site is classified as a 

natural or man-made area or a structure 

that is of international importance, and a 

space which requires special protection.  

 These sites are officially recognised by the 

UN and the United Nations Educational 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation, also 

known as UNESCO.  

 UNESCO believes that the sites classified 

as World Heritage are important for 

humanity, and they hold cultural and 

physical significance. 

National list of ICH launched 

Why in news? 

 National List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of India has been launched by 

the Ministry of Culture to recognize the 

diversity of Indian culture embedded in its 

intangible heritage. This initiative is also a 

part of the Vision 2024 of the Ministry. 

 The list has more than 100 elements that 

include 13 elements of India which are 

also inscribed in the UNESCO 

Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity (The list 

was established in 2008 when Convention 

for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage came into effect). 

1. Tradition of Vedic chanting   

2. Ramlila, the traditional performance of 

the Ramayana  

3. Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre  

4. Ramman, religious festival and ritual 

theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas.  

5. Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance 

drama of Kerala  

6. Kalbelia folk songs and dances of 

Rajasthan  

7. Chhau dance  

8. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation 

of sacred Buddhist texts in the trans-

Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and 

Kashmir.  
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9. Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming 

and dancing of Manipur  

10. Traditional brass and copper craft of 

utensil making among the Thatheras of 

Jandiala Guru, Punjab  

11. Yoga  

12. Nawrouz  

13. Kumbh Mela 

 National ICH list is classified into 5 broad 

domains by following UNESCO's 2003 

Convention for Safeguarding of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage: 

1. Oral traditions and expressions, 

including language as a vehicle of the 

intangible cultural heritage 

2. Performing arts   

3. Social practices, rituals and festive 

events 

4. Knowledge and practices concerning 

nature and the universe 

5. Traditional craftsmanship 

Chakmas and Hajongs 

Why in news? 

 The Rights and Risks Analysis Group has 

sought Indian PM's intervention in 

ensuring food for the Chakma and Hajong 

communities in Arunachal Pradesh 

 Chakmas and Hajongs have allegedly not 

been included in the COVID-19 Economic 

Relief Package announced by the central 

government in the wake of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

 Their ration cards were illegally and 

arbitrarily seized by the state government 

in October 1991.  

 As a result, they are forced to buy food 

items at normal or hiked prices. 

About communities 

 These are ethnic people who lived in the 

Chittagong Hill Tracts, most of which are 

located in Bangladesh. They left their 

homeland when it was submerged by the 

Kaptai dam project in the 1960s.  

 Chakmas are predominantly Buddhists, 

while Hajongs are Hindus, also allegedly 

faced religious persecution and entered 

India through the then Lushai Hills district 

of Assam (now Mizoram). The Centre 

moved the majority of them to the North 

East Frontier Agency (NEFA), which is now 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Their numbers have gone up from about 

5,000 in 1964-69 to one lakh. At present, 

they don’t have citizenship and land rights 

but are provided basic amenities by the 

state government.  They are found in 

northeast India, West Bengal, Myanmar 

and Bangladesh.  

 In 2015, the SC directed the Centre to 

grant citizenship to Chakma and Hajongs 

who had migrated from bangladesh in 

1964-69. 

 

Bohag or Rongali Bihu 

Why in news? 

 For the first time, Assam celebrated 

Bohag or Rongali Bihu without rong 



 

Chahal Academy 

54 

(meaning merriment), because of the 

COVID-19 lockdown. 

About 

 Bihu is the main festival of Assam. It is 

celebrated three times a year. Rongali or 

Bohag Bihu is observed in April. Kongali or 

Kati Bihu observed in October and Bhogali 

or Magh Bihu observed in January. 

 Rongali or Bohag Bihu is the Assamese 

new year and spring festival. It coincides 

with Sikh New Year- Baisakhi. 

 The Bohag Bihu dates are April 13 to April 

21. It is a harvest or sowing festival. It 

marks the first day of the Hindu solar 

calendar and is also observed in Bengal, 

Manipur, Mithila, Nepal, Odisha, Punjab, 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

 Festive foods pitha (rice cake) and larus 

(traditional food made of rice, coconut) 

are prepared. 

 Men and women in traditional Muga silk 

(golden silk) attires dance to the rhythm 

of Bihu tunes and beatings of the bihu 

dhol (traditional drum) across the State. 

 Bihu dance is Assam’s most popular folk 

dance. 

 The traditional gamosa woven on 

handlooms is offered as bihuwan to one's 

near and dear and also to guests. 

Gamosa 

 The Gamosa is an article of significance 

for the people of Assam. 

 It is generally a white rectangular piece of 

cloth with primarily a red border on three 

sides and red woven motifs on the fourth. 

 Assam has traditionally had two types of 

gamosas. The Ukaor plain kind which 

used to wipe sweat or dry the body after 

a bath. The Phulam, which is decorated 

with floral motifs to be gifted as a 

memento or during festivals such as Bihu. 

 Gamosa came to symbolize Assamese 

nationalism in 1916 when the Asom 

Chatra Sanmilan, a students’ organization 

was formed, followed by the Assam 

Sahitya Sabha, a literary body. 

 Wearing the phulam gamosa around the 

neck became a standard for cultural 

identity. 

 The Assamese way of life is woven in the 

gamosa, whether plain or decorative. 

 From a cultural symbol, it became a 

political symbol before designers 

explored its potential as dress material 

such as distinctive shirts. 

 The gamosa’s graph as a symbol of 

protest rose during the anti-foreigners 

Assam Agitation from 1979 to 1985. 

 The gamosa staged a comeback as a 

political statement with the protests 

against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act 

from mid-December 2019. The COVID-19 

has turned gamosas into masks. 

Ambubachi Mela  

Why in news? 

 Ambubachi Mela of Assam has been 

cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The festival is also known as ‘Mahakumbh 

of the East’ because lakhs of devotees 

come from all over the world. 

 This mela serves as an occasion to 

promote awareness on menstrual 

hygiene. The attainment of womanhood 

of girls in Assam is celebrated with a ritual 

called ‘Tuloni Biya’, meaning small 

wedding. 

 The ritualistic fair celebrating the 

goddess’ period is one of the reasons why 
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the taboo associated with menstruation is 

less in Assam compared with other parts 

of India. 

 This festival symbolizes the fertility cult of 

goddess Kamakhya which is worshipped 

in the form of a yoni-like stone over 

which a natural spring flows, as there is 

no idol in the temple. 

 Kamakhya, atop Nilachal Hills in 

Guwahati, is one of 51 shaktipeeths or 

seat of Shakti followers, each 

representing a body part of the Sati, Lord 

Shiva’s companion. 

 The goddess is a Hindu tantric goddess of 

desire who evolved in the Himalayan hills. 

She is also identified as Kali and Maha 

Tripura. Hence, she is also known as 

Siddha Kubjika.  

Meru Jatra festival and 

Pattachitra paintings 

Why in news? 

 Odisha’s Ganjam district administration 

banned the Meru Jatra festival and 

congregations related to it at temples on 

the occasion of Mahavishub Sankranti (13 

April, 2020), due to COVID-19. Earlier, the 

administrations had also banned the 

famous Chaitra Jatra festival at Tara Tarini 

hill shrine  

 COVID-19 has also affected the sale of 

Pattachitra paintings. 

About 

 Meru Jatra marks the end of the 21-day-

long festival of penance named ‘Danda 

Nata’ (celebrated in the month of 

'Chaitra').  

 Danda as the name implies, is self-

inflicted pain, which the danduas (people 

who participate in the festival) undergo to 

pay their obeisance to the lord Kali. It is 

also a form of worshipping the lord Shiva 

and his consort Parvati. 

 The origin of the festival is generally 

traced to 8th and 9th AD after the 

decadence of Buddhism in Odisha. 

 On the occasion of Mahavishub Sankranti 

(start of the Odia New Year) thousands of 

devotees used to gather at the Tara Tarini 

hill shrine and other temples. 

 Tara Tarini hill shrine, located at a hilltop 

on banks of the Rushikulya river, is a 

major centre of Shakti worship in Odisha. 

The twin goddesses Tara and Tarini 

represent one Shakti and are the main 

deity of Ganjam district  

Pattachitra style of painting  

 It is one of the oldest and most popular 

art forms of Odisha. 

 The name Pattachitra has evolved from 

the Sanskrit words Patta, meaning canvas, 

and Chitra, meaning picture. Pattachitra is 

done on canvas and is manifested by rich 

colourful application, creative motifs and 

designs, and portrayal of simple themes, 

mostly mythological in depiction. 

 The Pattachitra, when painted on cloth, 

follows a traditional process of 

preparation of the canvas. First, the base 

is prepared by coating the cloth with the 

soft, white, stone powder of chalk and 

glue made from tamarind seeds. 

 It is a tradition to complete the borders of 

the painting first. The painter then starts 

making a rough sketch directly with the 

brush using light red and yellow. The 

colours used are normally white, red, 

yellow, and black. 



 

Chahal Academy 

56 

 Some of the popular themes represented 

through this art form are Thia Badhia - 

depiction of the temple of Jagannath; 

Krishna Lila - enactment of Jagannath as 

Lord Krishna displaying his powers as a 

child; Dasabatara Patti - the ten 

incarnations of Lord Vishnu; Panchamukhi 

- depiction of Lord Ganesh as a five-

headed deity. 

 When the painting is completed it is held 

over a charcoal fire and lacquer is applied 

to the surface. This makes the painting 

water resistant and durable, besides 

giving it a shining finish. 

Durbar move halted  

Why in news? 

 The Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) 

administration has decided for the first 

time in 144 years to halt the bi-annual 

shifting of the capital, called ‘Durbar 

move’ due to the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 From May to October, governmental 

offices are housed in the summer capital 

of J&K, Srinagar, and the other six months 

in its winter capital, Jammu. 

 Durbar Move acts as a bridge between 

two diverse cultures of the Kashmir Valley 

and the Jammu region. 

 The tradition was started during Dogra 

ruler, Maharaja Ranbir Singh (r. 1856-

1885), in 1872.  

 He was the third son of Gulab Singh, the 

founder of the Jammu and Kashmir. 

Mains Exam 

General Studies I (Indian Heritage 

and Culture, History and 

Geography of the World and 

Society) 

Violence Against Women on Rise 

Why in news?  

 UN-Women, women’s rights activists, 

government authorities, and civil society 

partners across the world have raised 

issues regarding domestic violence 

against women during the COVID-19, 

which has increased in Argentina, Canada, 

France, Germany, Spain, the United 

Kingdom, and the United States, Cyprus, 

Singapore and Australia among others. 

 The UN Women has urged member-states 

to include prevention of violence against 

women in their action plans on COVID-19. 

It has also called the rise in gender-based 

violence a “shadow pandemic”. 

 National lockdown had left many people 

jobless, uncertain over salaries, in forced 

isolation and in stressed households 

which have resulted in a steep rise in 

violence against women. 

 In many countries the law is not on the 

women's side. 1 in 4 countries have no 

laws specifically protecting women from 

domestic violence. 

 In India, the National Commission for 

Women (NCW) has recorded a more than 

twofold rise in gender-based violence due 

to lockdown. It fostered the tension and 

strain in the house created by security, 

health, and money related problems in 

this uncertainty period. 
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 Less than 40% of women who face 

violence seeks help of any sort or 

reporting the crime. Less than 10% of 

those women seeking help go to the 

police. 

 The current circumstances (COVID-19 

pandemic) make reporting even harder, 

including limitations on women’s and 

girls’ access to phones and helplines and 

disrupted public services like police, 

justice and social services. 

 The gender rights activists and the United 

Nations (UN) have called for the need to 

boost helplines, psycho-social support 

and online counselling to support women 

in distress. 

Possible Reasons  

 Women are not being able to reach out 

because of restrictions on movement as 

well as a lack of privacy within homes.  

 Women need privacy and certainty that 

they will not be discovered by their family 

but that becomes impossible in the 

presence of the entire house. 

 There is a lot of anxiety in people’s minds 

about their jobs, salaries and livelihood. 

Women become easy targets for men for 

venting out their anger in patriarchal 

societies. 

 It has restricted the movement and 

closed women’s avenues to escape 

violence such as by relocating to their 

natal homes or contacting the local 

police. 

 There is evidence that in situations of 

crisis or calamity there is an increase in 

violence against women. 

Impact of domestic violence  

 Even before COVID-19, domestic violence 

was already one of the greatest human 

rights violations. 

 This will have multiple impacts on 

women’s wellbeing, their sexual and 

reproductive health, their mental health, 

and their ability to participate and lead in 

the recovery of our societies, economy 

and difficulty in achieving Sustainable 

Development Goal -5 (SDG-5) -Gender 

equality. 

 These disruptions are compromising the 

care and support that survivors need, like 

clinical management of rape, and mental 

health and psycho-social support. 

 The disruptions also fuel impunity for the 

perpetrators.  

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence 
Act 2005 
1. It is an act to provide for more effective 
protection of the rights of Women guaranteed 
under the Constitution who are victims of 
violence of any kind occurring within the family 
and for matters connected therewith or incidental 
thereto.  
2. Domestic Violence Act 2005 is the first 
significant attempt in India to recognise domestic 
abuse as a punishable offence, to extend its 
provisions to those in live-in relationships, and to 
provide for emergency relief for the victims, in 
addition to legal recourse. 
3. It aims to protect women from physical, sexual, 
verbal, emotional and economic abuse at home. 
Besides, in 1983, domestic violence was 
recognised as a specific criminal offence by the 
introduction of section 498A into the Indian penal 
code. This section deals with cruelty by husband 
or his family towards a married woman. 

 

Way Ahead 

 The increase in violence against women 

should be dealt urgently with measures 
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embedded in economic support and 

stimulus packages that meet the gravity 

and scale of the challenge and reflect the 

requirements of women who experience 

multiple forms of discrimination. 

 Inspiration can be taken from France 

which announced that it would pay for 

20,000 hotel bookings and contribute €1 

million to organisations that fight 

domestic abuse as well as set up 

assistance points at supermarkets and 

pharmacies. 

 Grassroots and women’s organizations 

and communities need to be supported 

strongly in their current frontline role. 

 Helplines, psychosocial support and 

online counselling should be boosted, 

using technology-based solutions such as 

SMS, online tools and networks to expand 

social support, and to reach women with 

no access to phones or internet. 

 Police and justice services should mobilize 

to ensure that incidents of violence 

against women and girls are given high 

priority with no impunity for 

perpetrators. 

 The police do not seem the first port of 

call for victims of domestic violence and, 

therefore, alternative arrangements 

should be put in place. 

 The government should ensure resources 

to help women in distress, and put health 

services to women and abortion in the list 

of essential services. 

Threat of Food Shortage: UN, 

FAO and WTO 

Why in news? 

 Recently, global agencies like the United 

Nations (UN), Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) and World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) have warned the 

world of food shortage risk worldwide if 

authorities fail to manage the COVID-19 

pandemic properly. 

Causes behind shortage of food 

Following disruptions result in the spoilage of 

perishables and increasing food waste: 

 Lockdowns: Many governments around 

the world have put their populations on 

lockdown causing severe slow-downs in 

international trade and food supply 

chains. 

 Travel restrictions: Confinement orders 

and travel restrictions cause disruptions 

in agricultural production due to the 

unavailability of agricultural labour and 

the inability to get food to markets. 

 Food Availability: Uncertainty about food 

availability can create a shortage on the 

global market. 

 Fragile Supply Chains: Panic buying by 

people for social isolation has already 

demonstrated the fragility of supply 

chains. 

Way Ahead 

 Every effort must be made to ensure free 

trade flows amidst this crisis to avoid food 

shortage(s) from developing. 

 When acting to protect the health and 

well-being of their citizens, countries 

should ensure that any trade-related 

measures do not disrupt the food supply 

chain. 

 There is a need to protect employees 

engaged in food production, processing 

and distribution, both for their own 
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health and that of others, as well as to 

maintain food supply chains. 

 Efforts should be made for the 

betterment of international cooperation. 

Global hunger could double due to COVID-19 
blow, says UN 

 The number of people facing acute food 
insecurity could nearly double this year to 
265 million due to the economic fallout of 
COVID-19, according to the United 
Nations' World Food Programme (WFP).  

 The impact of lost tourism revenues, 
falling remittances and travel and other 
restrictions linked to the coronavirus 
pandemic are expected to leave some 130 
million people acutely hungry this year, 
adding to around 135 million already in 
that category. 

 COVID-19 is potentially catastrophic for 
millions who are already hanging by a 
thread. 

 A new edition of the annual Global Report 
on Food Crises has also been released by 
the Global Network Against Food Crises.  

 At the close of 2019, 135 million people 
across 55 countries and territories 
experienced acute food insecurity.  

 Additionally, in 2019, 183 million people 
were classified in Stressed condition -- at 
the cusp of acute hunger and at risk of 
slipping into Crisis or worse if faced with a 
shock or stressor, such as the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

 

Online child porn traffic increased 

Why in news? 

 According to 

Child Protection  Fund (ICPF), world’s 

largest online data monitoring website, 

Pornhub, shows that 

online child pornography 

traffic after the lockdown in 

the country has increased by 95% with 

increase in demand for 

searches like “child porn”, 

“sexy child” and “teen sex videos.” 

 The ICPF was set up in January 2020 and    

aims to support NGOs with funding             

resources for curbing 

exploitation of children. The 

fund is managed by Nobel 

Laureate Kailash Satyarthi’s 

son, Bhuwan Ribhu.  

 The spike in consumption 

indicates “millions of paedophiles, child    

rapists and child pornography addicts 

have migrated online, making the               

Internet extremely 

unsafe for children. Without 

stringent action, this could 

result in a drastic rise in sexual crimes       

against children.  

 As children spend more time 

online during the lockdown, 

international agencies like 

Europol, the United Nations 

and ECPAT (End Child Prostitution and      

Trafficking) have 

reported that paedophiles 

and child pornography addicts have incre

ased activity to target children online to 

‘groom’ them — befriending 

them on social media, building an emotio

nal connection 

and luring them to perform 

sexual activities through 

photos and videos.  

 In a survey conducted in 

December on demand for 

child pornography in 100 cities, the ICPF   

 found that on 

an average there were 5 million download

s per month. It also pointed out there was 
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an increase in demand for 

violent content involving children.   

 It demands an urgent 

crackdown on child pornography through 

a panIndia 

tracker through the use of artificial intellig

ence which can monitor hosting, sharing, 

viewing and downloading of 

child sexual abuse material 

and provide the information 

to the government agencies.  

Indian Migrants and Challenges 

Why in news? 

 COVID-19 lockdown has led to an exodus 

of migrant workers from cities to rural 

areas and threw the spotlight on the vast 

number of Indians who live outside their 

home states. 

 A lockdown essentially amounts to 

limited economic activity and this result in 

throwing temporary workers and daily 

wage earners out of employment. 

Migrant labour falls in this category.  

 Moreover, government data shows that, 

only 30 lakh people were provided work 

under the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) in April, about 17% of the 

usual. In mid-April, only 1% of the usual 

number of workers had found 

employment. 

 The figures for this April are the lowest in 

five years, and show an 82% drop from 

the previous year’s figure of 1.7 crore 

workers. Some States had zero workers as 

on April 29, showing they had not 

restarted their work sites at all. 

 In the light of government failure to 

provide sufficient work at a time when 

the loss of livelihoods due to the 

lockdown and returning migrant workers 

have increased the need for work in 

Indian villages, there is a rising demand 

for compensation wages to be paid to 

workers instead. 

 The Ministry of Labour has set up 20 

control rooms to address wage related 

issues. They can be accessed by the 

workers through phone numbers, emails 

and WhatsApp. It aims to address the 

grievances of migrant workers. Also, the 

workers can register their complaints 

through emails and WhatsApp. 

 The control rooms will act as call centres. 

They are to be monitored by Labour 

Enforcement Officers, Regional Labour 

Commissioners, Assistant Labour 

Commissioners and Deputy Chief Labour 

Commissioners. The centres have been 

set up in different cities namely Ajmer, 

Ahmedabad, Asanol, Bhubaneshwar, 

Chandigarh, Chennai, Dehradun, Cochin, 

Delhi, Guwahati, Dhanbad, Hyderabad, 

Kanpur, Jabalpur, Kolkata, Nagpur, 

Mumbai, Raipur and Patna. 

 The control rooms will help the migrant 

workers as they are badly affected due to 

Lock down. 

 According to 2011 census, the number of 

migrant workers under the category, 

"migrants for work/employment" was 

41.42 million. This number must have 

grown substantially by now. The impact 

of the lockdown has fallen very heavily on 

the poor and vulnerable groups 

Reasons for Migration  

 Lakhs of migrant workers were rendered 

jobless as urban areas were shut due to 
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lockdown in the wake of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 Night shelters run by local authorities 

began overflowing, and supplies started 

dwindling. 

 These migrants were left with no choice 

but to head towards their hometowns. 

 Governments are of the view that the 

migration crisis is purely as a 

consequence of the challenges of COVID-

19. However, some experts argue that 

there are some structural inadequacies in 

public understanding of circular rural-

urban migrants. 

 Circular migration is the temporary and 

usually repetitive movement of a migrant 

worker between home and host areas, 

typically for the purpose of employment. 

Structural Inadequacies 

 The first is an inability to recognise the 

size and importance of these 

communities. 

 The second is inability to correctly count 

such migrants because of the informal 

conditions in which they live and work, 

and their shuttling between their villages 

and cities. 

 These inabilities have real costs, 

rendering governments ill-prepared to 

anticipate the responses of migrant 

communities at crucial moments. 

 It is being said that the policymakers were 

unprepared for the speed and 

desperation with which these migrants 

attempted to return home following the 

lockdown order. 

 The Supreme Court has stated that the 

migrants be treated in a humane manner, 

including by providing them with enough 

food, water, beds and supplies as well as 

psychosocial counselling in shelters that 

are run by volunteers and not security 

forces. 

Way Ahead 

 Recognition of circular migrants as part of 

India’s urban population. It might compel 

authorities to at least consider how 

proposed policies might impact these 

communities. 

 If the lockdown is a compulsion, 

government needs to pay adequate 

attention to the plight of people who 

have been affected adversely.  

 It is necessary to raise the levels of relief 

and also cover segments of society not 

covered earlier- migrant labour, for 

example.  

 They can neither go home nor get 

employment or income.  

 Cash transfers to these workers may not 

be that easy as many of them might not 

have bank accounts. Moreover, we do not 

have registry of these workers. Many may 

not have local ration cards and therefore, 

may not receive aid from the local or 

state government.  

 The best course of action is to provide 

food and shelter in a systematic way. 

Local authorities must find a mechanism 

to achieve this. Hunger is a blot on society 

and needs to be fought no less than a 

virus. 

 At present, such ex-ante awareness 

would have allowed the government to 

decide whether to target scarce resources 

towards enabling safe return or keep 

migrants in destination cities. 

 Relaxing the restrictions that prevent 

migrants from accessing vital benefits 

such as food rations in their destination 



 

Chahal Academy 

62 

cities. Reconfiguring the domicile-centric 

public distribution system can help 

migrants. 

 Prioritising dedicated transport options 

for migrants to prevent overcrowding, 

especially along high-intensity migration 

corridors. 

 Special Measures should also take into 

account the particular situation of 

migrant women, who are among those 

most economically vulnerable and 

impacted by the situation. 

 The focus of the government has to be 

two fold. It must act vigorously to contain 

the virus, explore the possible 

alternatives to a complete lockdown and 

prepare a road map for removal of 

restrictions. Second, it must take all 

actions to provide adequate help to the 

poor and the needy including the migrant 

workers. Lockdown, as necessary, must 

be with a human face. 

 In a country where malnutrition is 

entrenched, especially among children, 

there is the danger of hunger becoming 

widespread too. Hunger and malnutrition 

will lead to starvation. TV, print and social 

media are full of anecdotal evidence that 

many families are going hungry and some 

are starving.  

 We will never know how many people 

died of starvation, because no state 

government will admit to starvation or 

count the number of starvation deaths. 

GI tags  

Why in news? 

 Chak-Hao, the black rice of Manipur, 

Kovilpatti kadalai mittai and the 

Gorakhpur terracotta have bagged the 

Geogrphical Indication (GI) tag. 

 Manipur black rice and Gorakhpur 

terracotta have been in circulation for 

centuries and are important sources of 

income 

Chak Hao 

 Chak-Hao, a scented glutinous rice which 

has been in cultivation in Manipur over 

centuries, is characterised by its special 

aroma. It is normally eaten during 

community feasts and is served as Chak-

Hao kheer. 

 Chak-Hao has also been used by 

traditional medical practitioners as part of 

traditional medicine. According to the GI 

application filed, this rice takes the 

longest cooking time of 40-45 minutes 

due to the presence of a fibrous bran 

layer and higher crude fibre content. 

 At present, the traditional system of 

Chak-Hao cultivation is practised in some 

pockets of Manipur. Direct sowing of pre-

soaked seeds and also transplantation of 

rice seedlings raised in nurseries in 

puddled fields are widely practised in the 

State’s wetlands. 

Kovilpatti kadalai mittai 

 It is manufactured in Kovilpatti and 

adjacent towns and villages in 

Thoothukudi district. 

 The tag will now help this brand reach an 

international audience. This product has a 

long shelf life and has a huge export 

potential. 

 Kovilpatti kadalai mittai is a candy made 

of peanuts held together with glistening 

syrup, and topped with wisps of grated 

coconut dyed pink, green and yellow.  
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 In Kovilpatti, it is sold as single 

rectangular chunks, or rather cuboids, 

sealed in packets. It is made using all 

natural ingredients such as the traditional 

and special ‘vellam’ (jaggery) and 

groundnuts and water from the river 

Thamirabarani is used in the production, 

which enhances the taste naturally. 

 Kovilpatti kadalai mittai is produced by 

using both groundnuts and jaggery 

(organic jaggery), in carefully selected 

quantities from selected specific locations 

in Tamil Nadu. The groundnuts are grown 

in the native black soil in and around 

Kovilpatti. After sourcing, the groundnuts 

are shelled and roasted. This is how this 

Kovilpatti kadalai mittai has a unique 

traditional flavour. 

 For decades, the Kovilpatti kadalai mittai 

was traditionally prepared during village 

festivals using palm jaggery and 

groundnuts from nearby districts. The 

switch to sugarcane jaggery happened in 

the pre-independence era, around the 

1940s, when Ponnambala Nadar, who had 

a grocery store in the Bazaar, decided to 

use the sugarcane jaggery and peanuts in 

his store to make kadalai mittai. 

Terracotta work of Gorakhpur  

 It is a centuries-old traditional art form, 

where the potters make various animal 

figures like, horses, elephants, camel, 

goat, ox, etc. with hand-applied 

ornamentation. 

 Some of the major products of 

craftsmanship include the Hauda 

elephants, Mahawatdar horse, deer, 

camel, five-faced Ganesha, singled-faced 

Ganesha, elephant table, chandeliers, 

hanging bells etc. The entire work is done 

with bare hands and artisans use natural 

colour, which stays fast for a long time. 

There are more than 1,000 varieties of 

terracotta work designed by the local 

craftsmen. 

 The craftsmen are mainly spread over the 

villages of Aurangabad, Bharwalia, 

Langadi Gularia, Budhadih, Amawa, Ekla 

etc. in Bhathat and Padri Bazar, Belwa 

Raipur, Jungle Ekla No-1, Jungle Ekla No-2 

in Chargawan block of Gorakhpur. 

What is a GI tag? 

 A GI tag essentially works like a trademark 

or intellectual property right in law, 

wherein a product belongs exclusively to 

a particular territory, and “a given quality, 

reputation, or other characteristic of the 

good is attributable to its geographic 

origin”.  

 This is as per the World Trade 

Organisation agreement on Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 

(TRIPS). GI tags last up to a term of 10 

years, and can be renewed. 

Why are GIs important? 

 Certain communities depend entirely on 

the market success of their indigenous 

products, and a GI tag provides 

recognition and protection of economic 

livelihoods. Products also become 

synonymous with cultural and 

geographical identity over time, 

embodying a history of craftsmanship, 

community, and civilisation. 

 A marker of authenticity is important to 

ensure that the interests and efforts of 

generations of artisans, cooks, farmers, 

and other professionals are encouraged 
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and safeguarded from competitive prices 

and factory processes. 

 GI tags also boost sales and exports, as 

the geographical limitation on production 

and official recognition of historical and 

cultural significance increase demand and 

create a legacy. 

 ‘Darjeeling tea’ was the first GI-tagged 

product in India, gaining its label in 2004-

2005 

Ambedkar’s Birth Anniversary 

Why in News? 

 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Birth Anniversary is 

observed every year on 14 April.  

About 

 Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born on 14 

April 1891 in Mhow, Central Province 

(now Madhya Pradesh). He was the 14th 

and last child of Ramji Maloji Sakpal and 

Bhimabai Murbadkar. His family belonged 

to the Hindu Mahar caste and were 

treated as untouchables.  

 He is known as the Father of the Indian 

Constitution and was India's first Law 

Minister. 

 India’s Constituent Assembly appointed 

him as the Chairman of the Drafting 

Committee for its new Constitution on 29 

August 1947. The teaming millions of 

Indian fondly regarded him as 

‘Babasaheb’.  

 Dr. Ambedkar was a social reformer, 

jurist, economist, author, polyglot 

(knowing or using several languages) 

orator, a scholar and thinker of 

comparative religions. 

 He led the Mahad Satyagraha in March 

1927 against Hindus who were opposing 

the decision of the Municipal Board. 

 In 1926, Municipal Board of Mahad 

(Maharashtra) passed an order to throw 

open the tank to all communities. Earlier, 

the untouchables were not allowed to use 

water from the Mahad tank. 

 He participated in all three Round Table 

Conferences. 

 In 1932, he signed the Poona pact with 

Mahatma Gandhi, which abandoned the 

idea of separate electorates for the 

depressed classes (Communal Award). 

 However, the seats reserved for the 

depressed classes were increased from 71 

to 147 in provincial legislatures and to 

18% of the total in the Central Legislature. 

 His ideas before the Hilton Young 

Commission served as the foundation of 

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

 In 1936, he was elected to the Bombay 

Legislative Assembly as a legislator (MLA). 

 He was appointed to the Executive 

Council of Viceroy as a Labour member in 

1942. 

 In 1947, Dr. Ambedkar accepted PM 

Nehru's invitation to become Minister of 

Law in the first Cabinet of independent 

India. 

 He resigned from the cabinet in 1951, 

over differences on the Hindu Code Bill. 

 Ambedkar, having been inspired by the 

works and teachings of Buddha, Sant 

Kabir, Mahatma Jyotibha Phule, Thanthi 

Periyar EV Ramaswamt Naicker, Narayan 

Guru, Rabidas and Chhatrapati Shahu 

Maharaj, organized social reform 

movements against the age old practices 

of Hinduism for the establishment of 
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justice, liberty, equality, fraternity and 

human dignity.  

 He was the only leader who was involved 

in the law-making process in colonial 

India starting from January 1919 to 1946.  

 He converted to Buddhism. He passed 

away on 6th December 1956. Chaitya 

Bhoomi is a memorial to B. R. Ambedkar, 

located in Mumbai. 

Books 

a) Annihilation of Caste 

b) Buddha or Karl Marx 

c) The Untouchable: Who are They and Why 

They Have Become Untouchables 

d) Buddha and His Dhamma 

e) The Rise and Fall of Hindu Women 

Journals  

a) Mooknayak (1920)  

b) Bahishkrit Bharat (1927) 

c) Samatha (1929) 

d) Janata (1930) 

Organisations 

a) Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha (1923) 

b) Independent Labor Party (1936) 

c) Scheduled Castes Federation (1942) 

General Studies II (Governance, 

Constitution, Polity, Social Justice 

and International relations) 

Members of Parliament Local Are

a Development Scheme (MPLADS

) and cut in salaries  

Why in news?  

 The Union Cabinet has approved a two-

year suspension of the MPLAD scheme so 

that the amount saved (Rs. 7900 crores) 

can go to the Consolidated Fund of India 

which 

can be spent on boosting the health infras

tructure needed to combat the pandemic 

COVID-19.  

 In this regard, it also approved an 

ordinance to amend the Salaries, 

Allowances and Pension of Members of 

Parliament Act, 1954, to cut the salaries 

of MPs by 30%, including the Prime 

Minister and the Council of Ministers, for 

the financial year 2020-2021. 

 The President and Vice-President of India 

along with all the State Governors have 

also decided on their own to take a 30% 

salary cut. 

 However, the amendment will only cut 

MPs’ salaries, not allowances or the 

pensions of ex-MPs. 

MPLAD scheme 

 It was launched in December, 1993, to 

provide a mechanism for the Members of 

Parliament to recommend works of 

developmental nature for creation of 

durable community assets and for 

provision of basic facilities including 

community infrastructure, based on 

locally felt needs. 

 It initially came under the control of the 

Ministry of Rural Development. Later, in 

October 1994, it was transferred to the 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation. 

 The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully 

funded by Government of India. The 

annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP 

constituency is Rs. 5 crore. 

Analysis  
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 Suspension of the MPLADS for two 

years to boost the funding available for     

the COVID19 fight 

is a step in the right direction.  

 It may appear at first blush that the          

decision may undermine the 

decentralised manner of funding local are

a development. However, past experience

 has been that some 

members do not utilise their full                

entitlement and that 

there is a gap between recommendation 

made by members and implementation   

by the administration under this scheme.  

 This is the second announcement               

regarding MPLADS that the Centre has 

made after the disease outbreak. Last     

month, it allowed 

utilisation of MPLADS funds to the extent 

of at least 

₹5lakh by each MP to purchase medical e

quipment for 

government hospitals in their                      

constituencies.  

 Many 

members made immediate use of the one  

time dispensation to recommend the               

procurement of N95 masks, 

personal protective equipment, and                 

ventilators.  

 Now 

that the entire scheme has been suspended 

the government should ensure that                  

recommendations already 

made are acted upon immediately. While        

the transfer of 

these sums to the Consolidated Fund of India 

would 

help judicious deployment anywhere in the    

country, 

based on an assessment of the varying needs  

in different regions, it would redound to the  

government’s credit if the genuine efforts     

made by members to help their 

constituents are not frustrated.  

 It should also see to it 

that allocations are nondiscriminatory. 

Political reactions indicate that there is            

considerable 

disenchantment over the suspension — 

the ₹5crore 

corpus available to each member is a source  

of much goodwill for elected representatives.  

 Better performing 

MPs identify and fulfil local development        

needs with 

empathy and alacrity. However, there has      

also been 

persistent criticism about the scheme’s very  

nature.  

 A 

conceptual flaw pointed out by experts is that

 it goes 

against the separation of powers. It allows       

individual legislators to encroach on the          

planning and implementation duties of the     

administration. Jurists have pointed 

out that the Constitution does not confer the 

power to 

spend public money on an individual                 

legislator.  The Supreme 

Court, while declining to strike down the         

scheme, 

called for a robust accountability regime.  

 MPLADS 

gives scope for MPs to utilise the funds as

 a source of patronage that they can dispe

nse at will. The CAG has 

flagged instances of financial mismanage

ment and inflation of amounts spent. The 

Second Administrative 

Reforms Commission recommended its a
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brogation altogether, highlighting the pro

blems of the legislator 

stepping into the shoes of the executive. 

The current 

suspension gives some scope for a reconsi

deration of the scheme in its totality. 

Highway war between Kerala 

and Karnataka 

Why in news? 

 The Central Government informed the 

Supreme Court that a settlement has 

been reached between Karnataka and 

Kerala on lifting the blockade of border 

roads for passage of patients for urgent 

medical treatment at the inter-state 

border.  

 Earlier, the Kerala government told the 

apex court that Karnataka's blocking 

National Highways and border roads due 

to coronavirus, preventing people's 

access to medical treatment and 

movement of essential goods, is violative 

of fundamental rights of the Citizens. 

 Kerala said that the Union government, 

under whom the National Highway fall, is 

duty bound to issue direction to 

Karnataka to remove such blockade for 

transporting patients requiring medical 

attention as well as essential goods to 

Kerala. 

Issue 

 The COVID-19 outbreak has sparked an 

interstate dispute over the ‘right to the 

highway’. Earlier, with growing concern 

over the rapid rose of cases in Kerala, 

neighbouring Karnataka had closed all 

roads across the Dakshina Kannada, 

Kodagu and Mysuru districts. 

 Subsequently, the Kerala high court 

passed an order directing Karnataka to lift 

the ban as it is a direct attack on the 

federal structure. State governments 

cannot decide on closure of a highway.  

 In return, Karnataka government 

challenged the Kerala High Court order 

before the SC.  

 The closure of roads would affect the 

sociocultural relationship between the 

two states. The SC bench took up via 

video conferencing an appeal against the 

Kerala High Court order directing the 

opening of roads so that patients from 

Kasaragod can access emergency medical 

care facilities in Mangaluru. This is 

because the Kerala districts that border 

Karnataka are thought to have 

underdeveloped health infrastructure.  

 In normal times, Mangaluru has been a 

popular destination for the residents of 

Kasargod and Kannur in Kerala, as it has a 

number of bars, pubs and a vibrant 

nightlife. Young people from Kerala also 

frequently visit Mangaluru during the 

weekends. Investors from Kerala have 

also built hospitals, schools and hotels 

here. 

 In its appeal before the Supreme Court, 

Karnataka contended that the opening of 

the roads would lead to law and order 

issues as local residents are wary of 

people from Kasaragod crossing over 

given that the district has the largest 

number of COVID-19 cases in the country. 

Kerala High Court’s Order 

 The Kerala High Court had directed the 

Centre to ensure that blockades put up by 

Karnataka on national highways 

connecting it to Kerala are removed 
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forthwith in order to facilitate free 

movement of vehicles carrying people for 

urgent medical treatment between the 

two states. 

 The Kerala HC asked the Union 

government to intervene as the arterial 

roads that connect Mangalore to 

Kasaragod are part of the national 

highway network. Hence, it is the duty of 

the central government to ensure that 

roads are blockade- free. 

 Denial of health services amounts to 

infringement of right to life under Article 

21 and also affects the right to freedom of 

movement under Article 19(1) (d) of the 

Constitution. 

Court’s Territorial Jurisdiction 

 Before the High Court, Karnataka 

contended that the court would be 

exceeding its territorial jurisdiction if it 

issues any direction. 

 But the court rejected this and said that 

when a High Court of a state finds and 

declares the actions of the government of 

another State to be illegal and 

unconstitutional, the said state 

government would be obliged to defer to 

the said declaration of law by a 

Constitutional Court of this country, 

notwithstanding that the said court is 

situated beyond the territorial limits of 

the said state. 

 The Court held that the Karnataka 

government cannot therefore be heard to 

contend that it is not obliged to respect 

the fundamental right of a citizen who 

resides outside its territorial limits. 

 

Elections to Legislative Council 

in Maharashtra  

Why in news? 

 Elections to the nine vacant Maharashtra 

Legislative Council seats will be held on 21 

May 2020.  

 Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray, who 

did not contest the Assembly elections in 

2019, has a 27 May 2020 deadline to 

become a member of the legislature in 

order to retain his post. The six-month 

window for him to become a member of 

the legislature ends on 28 May 2020. 

 On 3 April 2020, the Election Commission 

of India deferred elections to the nine 

vacant seats each in Maharashtra and 

Bihar Legislative Councils due to the 

lockdown caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 Earlier, the Maharashtra Cabinet 

recommended to Governor that Chief 

Minister should be nominated to one of 

the seats reserved for the Governor’s 

nominee in the state Legislative Council—

even as the Chief Minister’s current term 

in office approaches its end.  

 Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray may 

end up losing his seat if he is not elected 

to the Legislative Council of the state. But, 

he will have to get elected to either of the 

houses of the state legislature, as Article 

164(4) of the Constitution stipulates.  

Provisions of the Constitution  

 According to Article 164(4), “a Minister 

who for any period of six consecutive 

months is not a member of the 

Legislature of the State shall at the 

expiration of that period cease to be a 

Minister”. The only way to fulfill the 
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requirement, therefore, is for CM to be 

nominated to the Upper House by the 

Governor.  

 In S.R. Chaudhuri vs State of Punjab and 

Ors (2001), the Supreme Court had ruled 

that “it would be subverting the 

Constitution to permit an individual, who 

is not a member of the Legislature, to be 

appointed a Minister repeatedly for a 

term of ‘six consecutive months’, without 

him getting himself elected in the 

meanwhile. The practice would be clearly 

derogatory to the constitutional scheme, 

improper, undemocratic and invalid”.  

The nomination route  

 A situation in which an individual who is 

not a member of the legislature becomes 

chief executive of the government is in 

itself fairly common. HD Deve Gowda was 

not a Member of Parliament when he was 

appointed Prime Minister in June 1996. 

 The nomination route for non-member 

Ministers is less common— but not 

unconstitutional. In 1952, C 

Rajagopalachari was nominated as Chief 

Minister of Madras by Governor.  

 Under Article 171(5), the Governor can 

nominate “persons having special 

knowledge or practical experience in 

respect of literature, science, art, 

cooperative movement and social 

service”. 

 Earlier, the President nominated former 

Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi to 

Rajya Sabha even though there were 

doubts about him meeting these 

prescribed qualifications and, as per the 

Allahabad High Court in Har Sharan 

Varma vs Chandra Bhan Gupta And Ors 

(February 15, 1961), even politics can be 

seen as ‘social service’. 

Role of the Governor  

 Section 151A of The Representation of 

the People Act, 1951, prohibits the filling 

of a vacancy if “the remainder of the term 

of a member in relation to a vacancy is 

less than one year”. However, this cannot 

be a reason for the Governor to refuse 

nomination—because the bar is in respect 

of by-election to fill a vacancy, not 

nomination. Of course, the Governor 

could argue that he/she is not obligated 

under the Constitution to act swiftly on 

the advice of the Council of Ministers; 

also, why should he/she nominate.  

What are the limits to the Governor’s discretion 

in nominations?  

 In Biman Chandra Bose vs Dr H C 

Mukherjee (1952), the Calcutta High 

Court rejected the plea that none of the 

nine nominated members to the 

legislature fulfilled the required criteria, 

and held that the Governor cannot use his 

discretion in nominating members to the 

Council. He has to go by the aid and 

advice of the Council of Ministers. 

 Article 163(1) of the Constitution makes it 

clear that the Governor must follow the 

recommendations of the Council of 

Ministers in all situations “except in so far 

as he is by or under this Constitution 

required to exercise his functions or any 

of them in his discretion”. 

 It can be argued that Governor is bound 

by the advice of the Council of Ministers 

only in executive matters as defined in 

Article 162 (those “with respect to which 

the Legislature of the State has power to 
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make laws”) — and since the nomination 

of members is not an executive power, 

he can act in his discretion. 

 However, it must be noted that under 

Article 169, while Parliament has the 

power to abolish or create a Legislative 

Council, it can pass such a law only after 

the state Assembly has passed a 

resolution to that effect. Thus, the 

legislative power of the Assembly can be 

inferred from this provision. 

 Also, the Constitution specifically 

mentions the situations in which the 

Governor can act in his discretion, e.g., 

Article 239 (Administration of Union 

Territories), Article 371 (Special provision 

with respect to the States of Maharashtra 

and Gujarat), Article 371A (Nagaland), 

Article 371H (Arunachal Pradesh), and in 

the Sixth Schedule (Provisions as to the 

Administration of Tribal Areas in Assam, 

Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram), etc. 

 The Governor does have a general 

discretion in appointing the Chief 

Minister, but there are well established 

conventions governing the exercise of 

such discretion. Even the Governor’s 

pardoning powers are to be exercised on 

the aid and advice of the Council of 

Ministers (Maru Ram vs Union of India, 

1980). 

 In Hargovind Pant vs Dr Raghukul Tilak & 

Ors (1979), the Supreme Court held that 

the Governor is not an employee of the 

central government. He is neither under 

its control nor accountable to it, and is an 

independent constitutional office. 

 

 

Palghar lynching 

Why in news? 

 On 16 April 2020, three men were 

lynched by a mob in Maharashtra’s 

Palghar district after allegedly suspecting 

them to be child-kidnappers and organ 

harvesters. The three were driving to a 

funeral in Surat when a group of villagers 

in Gadchinchle, a tribal village in a remote 

part of Palghar, stopped their car and 

attacked them with stones, logs and axes. 

 The incident occurred in Gadchinchale 

village, located in Dahanu Taluka of the 

tribal dominated Palghar district, which is 

140 Kms North of Mumbai. As per the 

2011 Census, the village has a population 

of 1,298 residents of which 93 per cent 

are from the Scheduled Tribes. 

Lynching and its status in India  

 Lynching is a premeditated extrajudicial 

killing by a group. It is most often used to 

characterize informal public executions by 

a mob in order to punish an alleged 

transgressor, punish a convicted 

transgressor, or intimidate a group. 

 It can also be an extreme form of informal 

group social control, and it is often 

conducted with the display of a public 

spectacle (often in the form of hanging) 

for maximum intimidation. 

 In India, lynchings may reflect internal 

tensions between ethnic communities. 

Communities sometimes lynch accused or 

suspicious convicts. 

 In 2018, the Supreme Court described 

lynching as a “horrendous act of 

mobocracy”. The Court exhorted the 

Centre and State governments to frame 

laws specifically to deal with the crime of 
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lynching and laid down certain guidelines 

to be incorporated in these laws including 

fast-track trials, compensation to victims, 

and disciplinary action against lax law-

enforcers. 

 Undoubtedly Mob Lynching is against the 

Essence of the Idea of India. Therefore, an 

exercise to prevent mob lynching will 

have to be done. In this view, a central 

policy to prevent mob lynching is 

necessary. By stopping this, India has to 

follow its democratic policy. 

 The Manipur government came up first 
with its Bill against lynching in 2018, 
incorporating some logical and relevant 
clauses. The Bill specified that there 
would be nodal officers in each district to 
control such crimes. 

 Police officers who fail to prevent the 
crime of lynching in their jurisdiction are 
liable to be imprisoned for a term that 
may extend from one to three years with 
a fine limit of 50,000. Additionally, no 
concurrence of the State government is 
required to prosecute them for 
dereliction of duty. 

 It devolves upon the State to protect 
victims of mob violence and witnesses 
from any inducement or coercion apart 
from initiating schemes for rehabilitation 
and setting up relief camps where a 
community is displaced. 

 The law provides for adequate monetary 
compensation to the victims or their 
immediate kin. 

 

NEET applies to minority-run 

medical colleges: SC 

Why in news? 

 The Supreme Court held that the National 

Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) is 

mandatory for admission to medical 

colleges run by religious and linguistic 

minority communities. 

 Admissions solely through NEET for 

graduate and postgraduate 

medical/dental courses does not violate 

any fundamental and religious rights of 

minorities. NEET would apply for both 

aided and unaided medical colleges 

administered by minorities. 

 Some opposed it by saying that bringing 

them uniformly under the ambit of NEET 

would be a violation of their fundamental 

right to “occupation, trade and business”. 

 Imposing NEET would violate their 

fundamental rights of religious freedom, 

to manage their religious affairs, to 

administer their institutions. They said 

the State was reneging its obligation to 

act in the best interest of minorities. 

Highlights of the judgment 

 The court held that rights of trade, 

business and occupation or religious 

rights “do not come in the way of 

securing transparency and recognition of 

merits in the matter of admissions”. 

 Regulating academics and imposing 

reasonable restrictions to ensure 

educational standards was in national and 

public interest. 

 The right to freedom of trade or business 

is not absolute. It is subject to 

“reasonable restriction in the interest of 

the students’ community to promote 

merit, recognition of excellence, and to 

curb the malpractices. A uniform 

entrance test qualifies the test of 

proportionality and is reasonable”. 

 The court said minority institutions were 

equally bound to comply with the 

conditions imposed under the law. The 
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regulations, including admission through 

NEET, were neither divisive nor 

disintegrative. They were necessary. 

 Uniform entrance exams would ensure 

improvement in future public health by 

encouraging merit in furtherance of the 

Directive Principles enshrined in the 

Constitution. 

Constitutional Provisions 

 Article 30(1) recognizes linguistic and 

religious minorities but not those based 

on race, ethnicity.  

 It recognizes the right of religious and 

linguistic minorities to establish and 

administer educational institutions, in 

effect recognizing the role educational 

institutions play in preserving distinct 

culture.  

 A majority community can also establish 

and administer educational institution but 

they will not enjoy special rights under 

Article 30(1)(a).  

 Under Article 15(5), Minority Educational 

Institutions (MEIs) are not considered for 

reservation  

 Under Right to Education Act, MEI not 

required to provide admission to children 

in the age group of 6-14 years upto 25% 

of enrolment reserved for economically 

backward section of society  

 In St Stephens vs Delhi University case, 

1992, SC ruled that MEIs can have 50% 

seats reserved for minorities  

 In TMA Pai & others vs State of Karnataka 

& others 2002 case, SC ruled that MEIs 

can have separate admission process 

which is fair, transparent and merit 

based. They can also separate fee 

structure but should not charge 

capitation fee. 

WHO funding stopped by USA 

Why in news? 

 USA has raised allegations that the WHO 

has praised China for its transparency on 

the virus and halted its funding to WHO. 

However, USA is currently the WHO’s 

biggest contributor, making up 14.67% of 

total funding by providing $553.1 million. 

WHO and funding  

 The World Health Organization is a 

specialized agency of the United Nations, 

which is responsible for international 

public health. It was founded in 1948 and 

is headquartered at Geneva, Switzerland. 

 On 26 March 2020, at the virtual G-20 

summit to deal with COVID-19, the PM of 

India underscored the need to strengthen 

and reform intergovernmental 

organisations like WHO. 

 India has also been seen sidestepping the 

periodic advisories from the WHO in key 

aspects of COVID-19 management. It has 

leaned on the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR) and the experience of 

several state governments.  

WHO has been working closely with the Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare and various state 

governments on preparedness and response 

measures for COVID-19, including 

 Surveillance and contact tracing. 

 Laboratory and research protocols. 

 Risk communications. 

 Hospital preparedness. 

 Training on infection prevention 

 Control and cluster containment plan. 

There are four kinds of contributions that make 

up funding for the WHO: 
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a) Assessed contributions: These are the 

dues countries pay in order to be a 

member of the Organization. The amount 

each Member State must pay is 

calculated relative to the country’s wealth 

and population. In recent years, assessed 

contributions to the WHO have declined, 

and now account for less than one-fourth 

of its funding. These funds are important 

for the WHO, because they provide a 

level of predictability and minimise 

dependence on a narrow donor base. 

b) Specified voluntary contributions: They 

come from Member States (in addition to 

their assessed contribution) or from other 

partners. 

c) Core voluntary contributions: They allow 

less well-funded activities to benefit from 

a better flow of resources and ease 

implementation bottlenecks that arise 

when immediate financing is lacking. 

d) Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) 

contributions: They were started in 2011 

to improve and strengthen the sharing of 

influenza viruses with human pandemic 

potential, and to increase the access of 

developing countries to vaccines and 

other pandemic related supplies. 

Instances where India varied with WHO advisory 

 WHO did not recommend travel 

restrictions to China despite the WHO’s 

International Health Regulations 

Emergency Committee raising a global 

alert on the need for containment, 

surveillance, detection, isolation, and 

even contact tracing on 30 January 2020. 

But, India’s first advisory on avoiding non-

essential travel to China was issued on 25 

January 2020 

 On March 16, 2020 WHO’s key message 

was “test test test” (indiscriminate 

testing). But on March 22, ICMR said that 

there would be no indiscriminate testing 

and only isolation. Hours later, India went 

into lockdown, starting with 75 districts 

and then the whole country from 

midnight of March 24. The decision was 

based on a paper by ICMR that 

quarantine is a more effective way of 

containing the virus than even airport 

screening. 

 WHO’s clinical care guidelines clearly say 

that there is no current evidence to 

recommend any specific anti-COVID-19 

treatment for patients. India, 

nevertheless, first included two of its 

undertrial antivirals — lopinavir and 

ritonavir — in its clinical care guidelines 

for patients of the novel coronavirus 

disease. It then revised the management 

guidelines to replace the antivirals with a 

combination of hydroxychloroquine and 

the antibiotic azithromycin. 

 It has, however, recently announced its 

decision to be a part of a global drug trial 

anchored by the WHO. 

Immigration Orders by USA 

Why in news? 

 US President has signed an executive 

order to temporarily suspend the 

approval of some green cards. The 

measure, which contains a number of 

exemptions, is to last for 60 days and 

then could be extended.  

 The order is designed to protect American 

workers' jobs in an economy pummelled 

by the coronavirus. More than 20 million 

Americans have lost their jobs amid the 
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coronavirus outbreak, and US has said the 

government had a "solemn duty" to 

ensure they regain work. 

 Those who are in the country seeking to 

change their immigration status will not 

be affected by the order. 

 The policy "will cause real pain for 

families and employers across the 

country". The US's move is likely to face 

legal challenges. 

Who will lose out and who is exempt? 

 The measure is expected to stop the 

practice of green card holders sponsoring 

their extended families for permanent US 

residency, which the president calls chain 

migration. 

 Green Cards give immigrants legal 

permanent residence and the opportunity 

to apply for American citizenship.  

 But it makes an exception for American 

citizens' spouses and unmarried children 

under the age of 21. 

 The order also suspends the Diversity Visa 

Lottery, which issues about 50,000 green 

cards annually. 

 Also exempt are the hundreds of 

thousands of green card applicants 

already living and working in the US, and 

those seeking entry to work as doctors, 

nurses or other healthcare professionals.  

 Another exception is the hundreds of 

thousands of temporary guest visas 

issued each year to such applicants as 

farm labourers and skilled workers in the 

H-1B visa programme. 

What will be the impact on Indian nationals? 

 Going by the experience of the earlier 

travel ban executive order, people with 

permanent residence status or green 

cards who are outside the US should be 

able to come back in. It would be 

unconstitutional to block their entry into 

the US. 

 The Executive Order will most likely 

impact Indians other than green card 

holders who have yet to receive either a 

non-immigrant visa or an immigrant visa 

at the US consulates and embassy in 

India. 

 People already in the US on a non-

immigrant status will likely not be 

impacted unless they travel abroad and 

may also be able to extend and change 

status while in the US. 

 The current order does not impact Indian 

IT companies that use H-1B and L1 visas 

to transfer highly skilled workers to the 

US. 

 On tourism, there is little concern at the    

present juncture 

given that India has stopped commercial   

flights owing to 

the risks of coronavirus spread. Numerous 

airlines across 

the world have also suspended operations 

and have 

cancelled flights across the board. Further, 

in many 

countries, quarantine procedures apply to  

international 

arrivals and this will dissuade many visitors

 from 

international travel. Finally, the U.S. State 

Department 

announced in March 2020 that it would be 

suspending 

all routine visa processing at its consulates 

and 

embassies abroad; this has not only            

dampened the pace of visa issuance 
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but it has also slowed legal immigration 

considerably. As a comparator, more than 

9.2 million 

visas were issued at U.S. diplomatic           

missions abroad last year. 

When the worst phases of the pandemic   

have passed 

in the U.S. and India, there could be a         

resumption of air 

traffic and international visitors may have  

the option to 

travel to the U.S. once again. But presently

, there is no 

visibility whatsoever on when such              

conditions might emerge. 

So far as skilled workers seeking the H1B  

visa are 

concerned, similar conditions apply. U.S.    

visa issuance in 

all countries, not only in India, has ground  

to a halt. This 

has left many H1B visaseekers in the         

lurch in India, and 

that could have an economically                  

debilitating impact on 

the Indian IT and Information Technology  

Enabled 

Service (ITeS) sectors. However, this           

derives more from 

the overall impact of the pandemic, and    

not from Mr. Trump’s immigration ban. 

India tightened FDI rules 

Why in news? 

 India recently revised its Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) policy with the objective 

of preventing “opportunistic takeovers” 

of firms hit by the lockdown induced by 

the COVID-19 outbreak. The move has 

upset China, which has termed it a 

violation of international trade principles. 

 The government said firms in 

neighbouring countries wanting to invest 

in Indian companies would first need its 

approval. An entity of a country that 

shares a land border with India can now 

invest in firms here “only under the 

Government route”.  

 This also applies to “beneficial” owners — 

even if the investing company is not 

located in a neighbouring country, it 

would still be subject to these conditions 

if its owner is a citizen or resident of such 

a country. 

 This current did not name any country, 

analysts see the amendments as aimed at 

possible Chinese investments. The 

decision came days after China’s central 

bank, the People’s Bank of China (PBoC) 

had raised its shareholding in HDFC to 

over 1 per cent.  

 China’s FDI has grown five-fold since 2014 

and, as of December 2019, its cumulative 

investment in India exceeded $8 billion — 

“far more” than investments by other 

countries that share borders with India, 

according to the Chinese government.  

China’s response 

 China has called for India to revise these 

“discriminatory practices” and treat 

investments from different countries 

equally.  

 The additional barriers set by Indian side 

for investors from specific countries 

violate WTO’s  principle of non-

discrimination, and go against the general 

trend of liberalization and facilitation of 

trade and investment.  

 India did not conform to the consensus of 

G20 leaders and trade ministers to realize 

a free, fair, non-discriminatory, 
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transparent, predictable and stable trade 

and investment environment 

India’s argument 

 India maintains the policy is not aimed at 

any one country and that the move is 

aimed at curbing “opportunistic” 

takeovers of Indian firms, many of which 

are under strain. 

 The amendments are not prohibiting 

investments. India has just changed the 

approval route for these investments. 

There are many sectors in India that are 

already subject to this approval route,” 

adding that “many” other countries were 

taking such measures. 

What have other countries done? 

 Before India, the European Union and 

Australia had initiated similar measures. 

These, again, were seen as being targeted 

at Chinese investments. 

 In March 2020, the European Commission 

issued guidelines to ensure “a strong EU-

wide approach” to foreign investment 

screening at such a time. The aim was to 

preserve EU companies and critical assets, 

notably in areas like health, medical 

research, biotechnology and 

infrastructures essential for security and 

public order, without undermining the 

EU’s general openness to foreign 

investment. 

 Australia temporarily tightened rules on 

foreign takeovers over concerns that 

strategic assets could be sold off cheaply. 

This followed warnings that distressed 

Australian companies in the aviation, 

freight and health sectors could become 

vulnerable to buyouts by state-owned 

enterprises, especially China. All foreign 

takeover and investment proposals will 

now be scrutinised by Australia’s foreign 

investment review board. 

  Spain, Italy and the US too have 

implemented investment-related 

restrictions 

Is there any ground for the argument that India’s 

move is discriminatory? 

 Some experts note that the amendments 

apply only to bordering countries. Now, 

there are different sets of procedures for 

the same set of investments based on 

which country the company is investing 

from. This is where the potential issue of 

discrimination arises.  

 While India can discriminate in favour of 

domestic investment, discrimination 

against certain countries for non-security 

reasons may not be seen favourably on 

the global stage. 

 There could also be a potential violation 

of non-discriminatory obligations under 

the General Agreement on Trade in 

Services, if the sectors concerned involve 

services. Most of the other countries that 

have tightened their investment 

regulations have done so unanimously, 

which means that it would apply to all 

countries. 

Has India done this before? 

 The move to impose additional 

requirements for certain countries is 

seemingly unprecedented. So far, India 

has imposed such measures on 

investments into certain sectors 

 For instance, while FDI in pharmaceuticals 

had been allowed under the automatic 

route until 2011, the government had 

mandated approval for any investment 
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coming into the sector from November 

that year. This had happened after the 

government was alerted to intentions by 

certain overseas firms to increase 

investments in India’s pharmaceutical 

industry with an intention to potentially 

take over these entities. This decision was 

taken with national health security in 

mind. After the new government was 

elected in 2014, the policy was liberalised, 

but even now investment is only allowed 

up to 74 per cent under the automatic 

route 

 In 2010, the government banned FDI in 

cigarette manufacturing following recent 

announcements by Japan Tobacco that it 

would increase stake in its Indian 

subsidiary to 74 per cent from 50 per 

cent. In the past, India has also blocked 

certain FDI investments during bilateral 

standoffs with China 

General Studies III (Technology, 

Economic Development, Bio-

diversity, Environment, Security 

and Disaster Management) 
 

Economic contraction in India  

Why in news? 

 The COVID-19 pandemic and Great 

Lockdown caused a severe effect on the 

world economy as countries implemented 

necessary quarantines and social 

distancing practices to contain COVID-19.  

 Contraction of -3% changes is expected in 

2020 global output, which is much worse 

than the 2008-09 financial crises. Growth 

of India is expected to dip to 1.9% in 2020 

and rebound to 7.4% in 2021. The 

country’s growth projection for 2020 is 

3.9% which is less than what was 

projected for the country in the January 

update to the World Economic Outlook.  

 India for the first time in last 40 years 

headed for an economic contraction in 

2020-21. Contraction in the global 

economic growth will be sharper than 

2009 credit crisis. 

 The World Bank has released the South 

Asia Economic Focus report, which saw 

India’s growth at 1.5-2.8% in 2020-21, 

slowest since 1991 economic reforms. 

 India Today’s Data Intelligence Unit (DIU) 

compared projections of select financial 

institutions Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 

World Bank and IMF, and rating agencies 

Moody’s and Fitch and found that on 

average a 2-3 per cent GDP growth rate 

for 2020-21. 

 

Worldwide Growth Projections 

 Loss to global GDP over 2020-2021 from 

the pandemic crisis could be around 9 

trillion dollars, greater than the combined 

economies of Japan and Germany.  

 The South Asian region has been 

estimated to grow by 1.8-2.8% in 2020, 

down from the 6.3%, projected six 

months ago, according to WB.  
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 It has been assumed that the pandemic 

will fade in the second half of 2020, the 

world economy is projected to grow at 

5.8% in 2020 as economic activity 

normalizes, aided by policy. If the 

pandemic does not recede in this period, 

global GDP would fall an additional 3% in 

2020. 

 Emerging Asia is projected to be the only 

region that grows in 2020, at a rate of 

1.0% - still more than 5 percentage points 

below the previous decade’s average. 

 In China, first quarter economic activity 

could have contracted by 8% year on 

year. China is projected to grow at 1.2% in 

2020 and 9.2% in 2021. 

 The U.S. is projected to contract by 5.9% 

in 2020 and grows by 4.7% 2021. Europe 

will contract by 7.5% in 2020 and grow by 

4.7% in 2021. 

 Advanced economies will face an output 

change of -6.1% in 2020 followed by 4.5% 

in 2021. The Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation (APEC) region is expected at 

2.7 per cent economic decline in 2020, 

which will be the most significant fall 

since the near-zero growth rate logged in 

2009. The region's unemployment rate is 

projected to increase to 5.4 per cent in 

2020 from 3.8 per cent in 2019, or an 

additional 23.5 million workers being 

unemployed in 2020. 

Current Position of India 

 The COVID-19 outbreak struck at a time 

when India’s economy was already 

slowing due to persistent weakness in the 

financial sector. 

 With a nationwide lockdown, incomes 

have fallen and so have demand for goods 

and services in the economy has gone 

down. 

 Oil prices have collapsed, really helping 

BoP of India. The recent IMF projections 

suggest that India will have the highest 

growth rate in the world in 2020 because 

food stocks are plentiful, the rabi crop has 

been good, and the forecast for the 

monsoon is positive. Though, aggregate 

demand is less but this will dampen 

inflationary impulses.  

 GDP growth rate will be negative in the 

first quarter of 2020-21. The developed 

countries may go through a recession. In 

this situation, the external sector may not 

be of much help. It is quite possible to 

have a V-type economic recovery from 

the second quarter of 2020-21. The 

overall growth rate for the year can be 3% 

on this assumption.  

 The "new RBI" has acted boldly and 

strongly by taking prompt actions to 

reduce rates, increase liquidity, adjust 

prudential norms, allow moratoriums and 

protect financial entities.  

 The weakened rupee will help India's 

exports and with a debt to GDP ratio of 

about 73%, along with better growth 

prospects, India is relatively better placed 

than several other countries.  

 India may record its worst growth 

performance in 2020-21 since the 1991 

liberalisation as the COVID-19 outbreak 

and long lockdown has severely disrupted 

the economy. 

 The World Bank has approved USD 1 

billion to India to deal with the 

emergency in the health care sector. 

 To contain COVID-19, the Indian 

government imposed a lockdown. This 

resulted in disruptions in domestic supply 
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and demand. This is the first economic 

crisis in recent memory to have been 

triggered by a non-economic factor- a 

pandemic. It has brought to a grinding 

halt nearly all economic activity. 

Impact of Lockdown 

 Growth deceleration in FY21  

 Services sector will be particularly hit. 

 Revival in domestic investment is most 

likely to be delayed because of an 

enhanced risk aversion on a global scale, 

and renewed concerns about financial 

sector resilience. 

 Growth is expected to rebound to 5% in 

2021-22  

 India has set aside just over 1% of GDP for 

programs to increase health sector 

spending and compensate the 

unemployed, with the bulk of the money 

going towards cash transfers, free food 

and gas cylinders, and interest-free loans. 

Suggestions by the World Bank 

 India should focus on mitigating the 

spread of the disease, and to make sure 

that everybody has food. 

 It should also focus on temporary jobs 

programmes, especially at the local levels. 

These initiatives should be supported. 

 It should prevent bankruptcies, especially 

of a small and medium sized enterprise. 

Other Steps to be taken  

 Policymakers have to make targeted 

fiscal, monetary and financial sector 

interventions to support impacted 

households and businesses. 

 Monetary stimulus by large central banks 

and liquidity facilities to reduce systemic 

stress will help limit the shock, positioning 

the economy for a better recovery. 

 Strong multilateral cooperation is a need 

of this hour to overcome the effects of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, through helping 

financially constrained countries, which 

are facing twin shocks in health and 

funding 

 The government needs to take few steps 

to spur the economy like by “printing 

money” given the moderated inflation 

impulses, by providing additional direct 

benefit transfers of Rs 2,000 every month 

for three months to Jan Dhan accounts, 

together with foodgrains release from the 

FCI, to the tune of around Rs 65,000 

crore, to alleviate people’s miseries. 

 It needs to protect MSMEs directly by 

providing them working capital (with an 

RBI backstop) and, like in the UK, provide 

80 per cent of the salary to employees of 

the “GST-paying MSMEs” for six months 

(if the employees were on their rolls in 

February).  

 It needs to launch a massive public works 

programme (in the nature of the New 

Deal of FDR) outside the Budget. This 

fund should be earmarked for 

infrastructure and a quarter of its budget 

should be set aside for strengthening and 

upgrading primary health centres. The 

allocation should not be less than Rs 

200,000 crore. 

 The government should take advantage 

of the crisis to push through much 

needed pending reforms in agriculture 

(especially those pertaining to APMC), 

power (pricing and discoms), banks 

(government ownership at 30 per cent 

and bad banks). Given the paucity of tax 

revenues, the government should be 
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willing to print money but it could also 

consider having the PM making an appeal 

for private gold from people and temples 

(no questions asked) — it could target 

1,000 tonnes of gold worth $30 billion 

and offer a five per cent tax-free return 

repayable ($1.5 billion a year) after 10 

years, in rupees or gold. 

 India can come out ahead if act now. 

Super-power rivalries will create 

opportunities to replace China as a major 

supplier to the US and Japan. But first, 

India must survive. India can then re-

imagine and thrive. 

Contraction in Service Sector 

 The IHS Markit India Services Business 
Activity Index (Service Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI)) was at 49.3 in 
March, down from February’s 85-month 
high of 57.5. 

 The Index is compiled by IHS Markit for 
more than 40 economies worldwide. It is 
a global leader in information, analytics 
and solutions for the major industries and 
markets that drive economies worldwide. 

 The fall implies contraction in India’s 
services sector activity during March 
basically due to COVID-19, which has 
reduced demand, particularly in overseas 
markets. Nationwide store closures and 
prohibition to leave the house weighed 
heavily on the services economy. 

 In PMI, a print above 50 means 
expansion, while a score below that 
denotes contraction. 

 The Composite PMI Output Index that 
maps both the manufacturing and 
services sector also fell to 50.6 in March, 
down 7 points from February’s 57.6. 

 This signals a sharp slowdown in private 
sector output growth and brought an 
abrupt end to the recent strong upward-
moving expansion trend. 

Purchasing Managers' Index 

 PMI is an index of the prevailing direction 
of economic trends in the manufacturing 
and service sectors. 

 It consists of a diffusion index that 
summarizes whether market conditions, 
as viewed by purchasing managers, are 
expanding, staying the same, or 
contracting. 

 The purpose of the PMI is to provide 
information about current and future 
business conditions to company decision 
makers, analysts, and investors. 

 It is different from the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP), which also gauges the 
level of activity in the economy. 

 According to recent data released by the 
National Statistical Office, the IIP 
accelerated at 4.5% in February in 
comparison to the previous year. 

 Higher output in mining, electricity and 
manufacturing sectors is the reason 
behind the IIP growth. 

 Recently, the eight core sector industries 
also recorded a growth of 5.5% in 
February, 2020 which is highest in 11-
months. 

 The mining sector saw a robust 10% 
growth in production, while the electricity 
sector saw 8.1% growth and 
manufacturing sector output grew at a 
rate of 3.2%. 

 However, the auto sector, computer and 
electronics manufacturing output saw 
negative growth. 

 February saw the second straight month 
of improved industrial output after a 
contraction in December. 

 However, the IIP is likely to plunge again 
for March, due to the lockdown caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, which has 
resulted in a halt in most business. 
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Facebook and Reliance Jio 

Why in news?  

 Facebook announced that it will acquire a 

9.99 per cent stake in Jio Platforms 

limited, the holding company of Reliance 

Jio, for Rs 43,574 crore.  

 The deal which pegs the value of Jio 

platforms at Rs 4.62 lakh crore will help 

the Reliance group to reduce its debt 

burden, something the oil-to-telecom 

conglomerate has been actively working 

towards.  

 The two companies expect to benefit 

from the synergies created by 

partnerships between the various arms of 

Reliance — retail and telecom — and 

Facebook’s platforms such as WhatsApp.  

 With the lockdown in the country in the 

wake of COVID-19 only reaffirming the 

importance of the local kirana store — 

major online delivery channels have 

struggled to reach consumers during this 

period — integration is bound to be an 

enticing proposition.  

 A scaling up of this model will also 

provide opportunities for cross-selling — 

significantly increasing the upside for 

firms and increasing the valuation of its 

retail arms.  

 At present, though, the reach of 

WhatsApp Pay is limited — just over a 

million Indians are reported to currently 

have access to the pay feature. But this 

sort of model is popular in other Asian 

economies such as China, Korea and 

Japan where apps like WeChat have a 

wide range of product offerings, which 

induces consumer stickiness.  

 This arrangement also allows Jio to 

greatly expand its product offering to its 

more than 370 million-odd subscriber 

base. The deal may also open up the 

entire WhatsApp consumer base — the 

near ubiquitous chatting app has a 

consumer base of around 400 million — 

to Reliance, including those on other 

telecom platforms such as Airtel and 

Vodafone. 

Significance of this deal 

 At its core, the idea is to create an 

ecosystem around JioMart, enabling 

customers to access the local kirana 

stores using WhatsApp, combining both 

offline and online retail.  

 This ability to connect millions of local 

businesses with end consumers, and 

provide them a seamless online 

transaction experience and this could 

radically alter the country’s retail 

landscape. 

 It is an ambitious plan, given social media 

giant Facebook and Reliance Jio have 

thrown a spanner in the plans of many 

retailers. The Facebook-Jio deal will drive 

kiranas to provide products and services 

to billions of consumers by transacting 

through Reliance’s JioMart using 

Facebook’s WhatsApp. 

 Both firms have stressed on the new 

opportunities for businesses of all sizes, 

and especially for the millions of small 

businesses across the country.  

 Reliance Jio launched data rates so low 

that they became the industry standard in 

one of the largest online markets in the 

world. 

 The partnership with Reliance could help 

Facebook navigate the regulatory 

environment in India. 
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 The deal marks Facebook’s entry among 

elite investors in India’s technology space. 

 This deal may help in deepening financial 

inclusion as 400 million users of 

WhatsApp, may leverage Facebook’s 

Whatsapp pay-UPI platform. 

 Also, because of Facebook’s Libra 

cryptocurrency service, this deal could be 

a step further for experimenting crypto-

based payments and blockchain 

technology on a large scale in India. 

 The deal with Reliance also gives 

Facebook access to the latter’s bouquet 

of digital apps such as Jio Money, Jio TV, 

etc. 

  It will also provide access to the young 

startups acquired by Reliance or its 

subsidiaries across categories such as 

logistics, e-commerce and Artificial 

Intelligence. 

Issue of concern 

 For one, given the dominant market 

position of the players, concerns over the 

market structure and its implications for 

consumer welfare are bound to arise.  

 Second, the tie-up also raises questions 

on net neutrality with the possibility of 

preferential treatment being granted.  

 Indian startups have shown their 

concerns about the difficulty, or inability, 

to compete with big tech companies and 

their impact on the Indian market 

ecosystem. 

 This dominant pair could easily become a 

monopolistic entity that wipes out all 

competition. 

 Third, given the data privacy issues 

highlighted in the past by the Cambridge 

Analytica episode, for instance, there are 

apprehensions over the enormous 

amounts of data that will be collected by 

these entities, especially when India still 

does not have a personal data protection 

law. 

Oil price fall 

Why in news? 

 Prices of West Texas Intermediate (WTI), 

the American benchmark for crude oil, fell 

to minus $37.63 a barrel. Now sellers 

have to pay buyers to get rid of their 

crude.  

Background 

 Even before the COVID-19 induced global 

lockdown, crude oil prices had been 

falling over the past few months. The 

reason was straightforward. The price of a 

commodity falls when supply is more than 

demand.  

 Historically, the Organization of the 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), 

lead by Saudi Arabia, which is the largest 

exporter of crude oil in the world (single-

handedly exporting 10% of the global 

demand), could bring down prices by 

increasing oil production and raise prices 

by cutting production. 

 It must be understood that cutting 

production or completely shutting down 

an oil well is a difficult decision because 

restarting it is both costly and 

cumbersome. Moreover, if one country 

cuts production, it risks losing market 

share if others do not follow suit. 

 Saudi Arabia and Russia disagreed over 

the production cuts required to keep 

prices stable. As a result, oil-exporting 

countries started undercutting each other 
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on price while continuing to produce the 

same quantities of oil. 

Enter COVID-19 

 By the time the, oil-exporting countries 

decided to cut production, it resulted 

supply-demand mismatch and almost all 

storage capacity was exhausted. Trains 

and ships, which were typically used to 

transport oil, too, were used up just for 

storing oil. 

 It is also crucial here to understand that 

the US became the largest producer of 

crude oil in 2018. And that is one reason 

why, unlike all the previous US Presidents, 

who always pushed for lower crude oil 

prices, especially in an election year, 

current US President has been pushing for 

higher oil prices. 

 There were many oil producers who 

wanted to get rid of their oil even at 

unbelievably low prices instead of 

choosing the other option — shutting 

production, which would have been 

costlier to restart when compared to the 

marginal loss on May sales. 

 From the consumer side, they figured that 

it would be more costly for them to 

accept the oil delivery, pay for its 

transportation and then pay for storing it 

(possibly for a longish period, given the 

circumstances) especially when there is 

no storage available than to simply take a 

hit on the contract price. 

 This desperation from both sides — 

buyers and sellers — to get rid of oil 

meant the oil prices not only plummeted 

to zero but also went deep into the 

negative territory. 

 

How is India benefiting from this price crash? 

 First, the oil import bill will fall sharply 

this fiscal year, giving tremendous relief 

to the government on the external 

account front. With merchandise exports 

from India badly hit due to the lockdown 

in the West, foreign exchange earnings 

are under pressure. With oil prices falling 

and foreign exchange outgo reducing, the 

pressure on the current account balance 

is off.  

 Second, India is quietly building up its 

strategic reserves, taking advantage of 

the cheap prices. India has a capacity to 

hold over 39 million barrels of oil at its 

strategic reserves in Vishakhapatnam, 

Mangalore and Padur, near Udupi. These 

are underground salt caverns converted 

and built to store crude oil. The strategic 

storage capacity is now being increased 

even as the existing caverns are being 

filled. 

Benchmark crude 

 It is a crude oil that serves as a reference 

price for buyers and sellers of crude oil. 

There are three primary benchmarks, 

West Texas Intermediate (WTI), Brent 

Blend, and Dubai Crude.  

 Other well-known blends include the 

OPEC Reference Basket used by OPEC, 

Tapis Crude which is traded in Singapore, 

Bonny Light used in Nigeria, Urals oil used 

in Russia and Mexico's Isthmus. 

Intellectual Property rights  

Why in news?  

 India continues to be on the ‘Priority 

Watch List’ of the United States Trade 
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Representative (USTR) for lack of 

adequate intellectual property (IP) rights 

protection and enforcement, the USTR 

said in its Annual Special 301 Report. 

 India remained one of the most 

challenging economies for IP enforcement 

and protection, the report said, using 

language it has used previously.  

 Algeria, Argentina, Chile, China, 

Indonesia, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine 

and Venezuela are also on the Priority 

Watch List.  

 While India made “meaningful progress” 

to enhance IP protection and 

enforcement in some areas over the past 

year, it did not resolve recent and long-

standing challenges, and created new 

ones, the report said. The same 

assessment was made in the 2019 report. 

 These long-standing concerns were about 

innovators being able to receive, maintain 

and enforce patents particularly in the 

pharmaceutical sector; concerns over 

copyright laws not incentivising the 

creation and commercialisation of 

content; and an outdated trade secrets 

framework. 

 India also further restricted the 

transparency of information provided on 

state-issued pharmaceutical 

manufacturing licenses, continues to 

apply restrictive patentability criteria to 

reject pharmaceutical patents, and still 

has not established an effective system 

for protecting against the unfair 

commercial use, as well as the 

unauthorized disclosure, of undisclosed 

test or other data generated to obtain 

marketing approval for pharmaceuticals 

and certain agricultural chemical 

products.  

 The report also mentioned high customs 

duties on medical devices and 

Information and Communications 

Technology. 

 Despite India’s justifications of limiting IP 

protections as a way to promote access to 

technologies, India maintains extremely 

high customs duties directed to IP-

intensive products such as medical 

devices, pharmaceuticals, Information 

and Communications Technology (ICT) 

products, solar energy equipment, and 

capital goods. 

 Online IP enforcement in India has 

improved, the report said, but progress is 

undercut by factors including weak 

enforcement by courts and the police, 

lack of familiarity with investigative 

techniques and no centralised IP 

enforcement agency. The USTR also 

noted that India was ranked among the 

top five source economies for fake goods 

by the Organization of Economic 

Development and Cooperation (OECD) in 

2019. 

 The government’s 2019 draft Copyright 

Amendment Rules, if implemented, 

would have “ severe” consequences for 

Internet-content rights holders, as the 

proposed rules broadened the scope of 

compulsory licensing from radio and 

television broadcasting to online 

broadcasting. 

 Trademark counterfeiting levels were 

“problematic” and there were “excessive 

delays” in obtaining trademarks due to a 

lack of examination quality. The U.S. 

continues to urge India to join the 

Singapore Treaty on the Law of 

Trademarks, a treaty that harmonises 

trademark registration. 
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 World Intellectual Property is celebrated 

every year on 26 April. This year, it was 

not a day for celebration, but one for 

reflection and dedication. It provided us 

an opportunity to reflect upon the role of 

intellectual property (IP) in the ongoing 

health crisis and dedicate IP to finding a 

solution. 

 Public-private partnerships (PPP) need to 

be scaled up. Creation of the 'PPP-

pandemic patent pool' at a global level, to 

pool all innovations, is the way forward. 

 Pooling of patent resources is also in line 

with the Doha Declaration on Public Healt

h which is a 

part of the TRIPS agreement. This 

declaration recognises the need 

for taking measures to ‘protect public hea

lth’ and ‘promote access to medicines’. 

International Patents  

 World Intellectual Property Organization 

(WIPO) has highlighted that China has 

become the biggest source of applications 

for international patents in the world. 

 China has pushed the United States from 

the top position which it has held since 

the global system was set up more than 

40 years ago. 

 The U.S. had filed the most applications in 

the world every year since the Patent 

Cooperation Treaty (PCT) system was set 

up in 1978. 

 China filed 58,990 applications beating 

the 57,840 applications filed by the U.S. 

 China’s figure was a 200-fold increase in 

just 20 years. 

 China’s success can be attributed to the 

deliberate strategy of advancing 

innovations and to make the country’s 

economy operate at a higher level of 

value. 

 In the current times, more than half of 

patent applications, almost 52.4%, come 

from Asia. 

 Japan is on the third rank followed by 

Germany and South Korea. 

World Intellectual Property Organization 

 It is the global forum for intellectual 

property (IP) services, policy, information 

and cooperation. 

 It is a self-funding agency of the United 

Nations, with 193 member states. 

 Mission: To lead the development of a 

balanced and effective international IP 

system that enables innovation and 

creativity for the benefit of all. 

 Its mandate, governing bodies and 

procedures are set out in the WIPO 

Convention, which established WIPO in 

1967. 

 It is headquartered at Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

 

Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) 

 It is an international treaty with more 

than 150 Contracting States. 

 It makes it possible to seek patent 

protection for an invention 

simultaneously in each of a large number 

of countries by filing an international 

patent application. 

 Such an application may be filed by 

anyone who is a national or resident of a 

PCT Contracting State. 

 It may generally be filed with the national 

patent office of the Contracting State or 

at the applicant's option, with the 

International Bureau of WIPO in Geneva. 
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 The granting of patents remains under 

the control of the national or regional 

patent Offices in what is called the 

national phase. 

PCT is used by 

 World’s major corporations, research 

institutions and universities when they 

seek international patent protection 

 Small and medium sized enterprises 

(SMEs) and individual inventors 

Cytokine Storm Syndrome (CSS) 

Why in news? 

 By accumulating evidence, it has been 

suggested that patients with severe 

COVID-19 might have a CSS, which is an 

overly vigorous immune response to a 

triggering event, frequently certain viral 

infections. 

Body’s Immune Response Working 

 The immune systems in our bodies 

protect us from bacteria, viruses, and 

parasites by removing them from our 

system. 

 The immune system gets activated by 

things that the body does not recognise 

as its own. These things are called 

antigens 

 An effective immune system response 

involves inflammation, an important and 

indispensable part of the process. For 

example, Inflammation is visible when 

one hurts one's knee or ankle — the area 

of this external injury becomes red and 

swollen. 

 Immune system deploys white blood cells 

to the injured area to begin work on 

repairs. 

Role of Cytokines 

 Cytokines are inflammatory 

immunological proteins that are there to 

fight off infections and ward off cancers. 

 The release of inflammatory mediators 

increases the blood flow to the area, 

which allows larger numbers of immune 

system cells to be carried to the injured 

tissue, thereby aiding the repairing 

process. Thus, inflammation has an 

important protective function. 

 However, if this inflammatory response is 

not regulated, very dangerous 

consequences can follow. This is when a 

‘cytokine storm’ can be triggered. 

Cytokine Storm Syndrome 

 CSS is characterised by the 

overproduction of immune cells and the 

cytokines themselves because of a 

dysregulation in the process. 

 Reasons: A cytokine storm can occur due 

to an infection, auto-immune condition 

(when the body's immune system attacks 

healthy cells as in case of coeliac disease- 

an immune disorder that primarily affects 

the small intestine), or other diseases. 

 Signs and symptoms include high fever, 

inflammation (redness and swelling), 

severe fatigue, and nausea. 

 In the case of any flu infection, a cytokine 

storm is associated with a surge of 

activated immune cells into the lungs, 

which, instead of fighting off the antigen, 

leads to lung inflammation and fluid 

build-up, and respiratory distress. 

Harm  

 A severe immune reaction, leading to the 

secretion of too many cytokines in the 
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bloodstream, can be harmful since an 

excess of immune cells can attack healthy 

tissue as well. 

 The damage to the surrounding cells can 

be catastrophic, leading to sepsis and 

potentially, death. 

 Sepsis occurs when the body's response 

to infection is out of balance, triggering 

changes that can damage multiple organ 

systems. 

CSS and COVID-19 

 Cytokine storms are not exclusive to 

coronavirus patients. It is an immune 

reaction that can occur during other 

infectious and non-infectious diseases as 

well. 

 Increased pro-inflammatory cytokine 

responses against human coronaviruses 

such as SARS-CoV-1 (which caused Severe 

Acute Respiratory Syndrome - SARS), 

SARS-CoV-2 (which is responsible for the 

current COVID-19 pandemic), and Middle 

East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) can 

result in acute lung injury and Acute 

Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS). 

 If the clinical features of CSS are not 

recognised and adequate treatment is not 

immediately given, multiple organ failure 

can result.  

Convalescent Plasma Therapy 

Why in news?  

 Plasma therapy is not an approved 

treatment for COVID-19 and is only one of 

the several therapies being explored 

currently, according to Union Health 

Ministry.  

 The therapy is still at an experimental 

stage and the Indian Council for Medical 

Research (ICMR) is currently studying its 

efficacy. ICMR has not given any 

clearance for its use as a prescribed 

treatment and the misuse can have fatal 

outcome for the patients. 

 One major challenge is the non-

availability of the kit for checking the 

antibody level in the plasma of a 

recovered person. It is not available in 

India and has to be brought from other 

countries. The cancellations of 

international flights lead to delay in 

importing the desired number of kits. 

About 

 It is not a new therapy and banks on the 

age-old concept of passive immunity. 

 It seeks to make use of the antibodies 

developed in the recovered patient 

against the coronavirus. 

 The whole blood or plasma from such 

people is taken, and the plasma is then 

injected in either severe illness or 

individuals at a higher risk of getting the 

virus so that the antibodies are 

transferred and boost their fight against 

the virus. 

 A study in The Lancet Infectious Diseases 

stated that a COVID-19 patient usually 

develops primary immunity against the 

virus in 10-14 days. 

 Therefore, if the plasma is injected at an 

early stage, it can possibly help fight the 

virus and prevent severe illness. 

 However, while plasma transfers 

immunity from one person to another, it 

is not known if it can save lives in COVID-

19 infection. 

 The treatment could be effective for 

patients in the age group 40-60, but may 
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be less effective for people aged beyond 

60 years. 

Previous Experiments 

 USA used plasma of recovered patients to 

treat patients of Spanish flu (1918-1920). 

 Hong Kong used it to treat SARS (Severe 

Acute Respiratory Syndrome) patients in 

2005. 

 In 2009, the Swine flu (H1N1) patients 

were treated with plasma. 

 It has also been used to treat critically ill 

patients during Ebola as well. 

 

 

What is Plasma? 

 In blood, elements are plasma (55%), 

White Blood Cells (4%), Platelets (0.01%) 

and Red Blood cells (41%). 

 Plasma is the single largest component of 

human blood. It contains water, salts, 

enzymes, antibodies and other proteins.  

 Composed of 90% water, plasma is a 

transporting medium for cells and a 

variety of substances vital to the human 

body. It performs variety of functions like 

clotting blood, fighting diseases and other 

critical functions. 

 

Difference between this therapy and 

vaccination?  

 This therapy is similar to passive 

immunization. When a vaccine is 

administrated, the immune system 

produces the antibodies.  

 Here, the effect lasts only up to the time 

the antibodies injected remain the 

bloodstream. The protection given is 

temporary. Whereas, Vaccination 

provides lifelong immunity.  

SIPRI Report 

Why in news?  

 SIPRI has released its yearly report 

'Trends in World Military Expenditure, 

2019', which highlights the regional and 

national military expenditure data for 

2019 and trends over the decade 2010–

19.  

 The data is from the updated SIPRI 

Military Expenditure Database, which 

provides military expenditure data by 

country for the years 1949–2019. 

 SIPRI said that data from previous global 

economic downturns suggests that the 

economic crisis resulting from the 

coronavirus pandemic will probably 

disrupt the future military spending.  



 

Chahal Academy 

89 

Key Highlights 

 Global military expenditure is estimated 

to have been $1917 billion in 2019, the 

highest level since 1988. The total was 3.6 

per cent higher in real terms than in 2018 

and 7.2 per cent higher than in 2010.  

 World military spending rose in each of 

the five years from 2015, having 

decreased steadily from 2011 until 2014 

following the global financial and 

economic crisis. 

 

 It’s the first time that the two Asian giants 

were among the top three countries 

spending more on armaments. 

 China’s military expenditure reached 5.1 

per cent increase compared to 2018, 

while that of India grew by 6.8 per cent to 

$71.1 billion 

 India’s tensions and rivalry with both 

Pakistan and China are among the major 

drivers for its increased military spending. 

 In addition to China and India, Japan 

($47.6 billion) and South Korea ($43.9 

billion) were the largest military spenders 

in Asia and Oceania. Military expenditure 

in the region has risen every year since at 

least 1989. 

 The report said that the military spending 

by the US grew by 5.3 per cent in 2019 

and accounted for 38 per cent of global 

military spending. The increase in US 

spending in 2019 alone was equivalent to 

the entirety of Germany’s military 

expenditure for that year. 

 This is the highest level of spending since 

the 2008 global financial crisis and 

probably represents a peak in 

expenditure 

 The growth in German military spending 

can partly be explained by the perception 

of an increased threat from Russia, 

shared by many North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) member states. At 

the same time, however, military 

spending by France and the United 

Kingdom remained relatively stable 

Data Protection amid COVID-19 

Why in news? 

 Aarogya Setu app was launched that 

helps in tracing the contacts of those who 

may have been infected by COVID-19 

pandemic. This will be complemented by 

Sahyog app. But recently, legal experts 

raised concerns over the privacy policy of 

this app.  

 Moreover, the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT) has shared a 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) with 

all telecom service providers regarding 

the application called COVID-19 

Quarantine Alert System (CQAS).  

 The DoT and the Centre for Development 

of Telematics (C-DOT), in coordination 
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with telecom service providers, have 

developed and tested the application. 

Aarogya Setu App 

 Available for both Android phones and 

iPhones.  

 Uses phone’s Bluetooth, Location and 

mobile number to check whether a 

person interacted with someone who 

could have tested positive for COVID-19.  

 Also offers crucial information like COVID-

19 help centers and there’s a self-

assessment test on the app which checks 

whether you have a chance to get the 

coronavirus disease unknowingly. 

 To complement this app, the Survey of 

India, India's apex map maker, had made 

public a trove of maps. This could 

improve geospatial data and develop 

maps that could be customised to a 

variety of 'COVID-related applications' 

such as healthcare facilities, infection 

clusters an disaster management 

 Aims to strengthen the public health deliv

ery system of the State and Central 

governments and 

subsequently provide the necessary geos

patial information support to citizens and 

agencies dealing 

with the challenges related 

to health, socioeconomic 

distress, and livelihood challenges.  

 Users will be alerted, without disclosing    

identity, if they are in the vicinity of 

someone who’s tested positive. 

It helps the government trace contacts of 

those infected to execute quarantining. 

 Available in 11 languages, 

developed by the 

National Informatics Centre under the    

Ministry of 

Electronics & Information Technology 

 The app has added on 

functionalities such as donating to the PM 

CARES fund, and hosting epasses for 

essential services providers. 

Sahyog App 

 Collects location specific data with the 

help of community workers. 

 Can help crowd source data quickly. 

 Information regarding biomedical waste 

disposals, containment areas, and 

available hospitals for COVID-19 cases, 

ICMR testing laboratories and quarantine 

camps will be integrated on this platform 

with their latitudinal and longitudinal 

parameters.  

 Data collected using Sahyog application 

will be used for creating various 

applications for everyone’s usage and 

would facilitate building a dataset that 

remains inside India. 

 The data fed by the volunteers working 

on the ground such as the ASHA 

(Accredited Social Health Activist) and 

Anganwadi workers will lead to a good 

support system for the government and 

doctors on ground. 

 This will strengthen the public health 

delivery system of the central and state 

governments by providing necessary 

information support to workers dealing 

with the challenges of health, socio-

economic distress and livelihood changes. 

COVID-19 Quarantine Alert System (CQAS) 

 CQAS collects phone data, location, on a 

common secured platform and alerts the 

local agencies in case of a violation by 

COVID patients under isolation. 
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 The CQAS prepares a list of mobile 

numbers, segregates them on the basis of 

telecom service providers, and the 

location data provided by the telecom 

companies to create geo-fencing. 

 Geo-fencing is a location-based service in 

which an app or other software uses GPS, 

RFID, Wi-Fi or cellular data to trigger a 

pre-programmed action when a mobile 

device or RFID tag enters or exits a virtual 

boundary set up around a geographical 

location, known as a geofence. 

 Geo-fencing will only work if the 

quarantined person has a mobile phone 

from Airtel, Vodafone-Idea or Reliance 

Jio, as “BSNL/MTNL” do not support 

location based services as they are 

government owned. 

 The location information is received 

periodically over a secure network for the 

authorised cases with “due protection of 

the data received”. 

 The System triggers e-mails and SMS 

alerts to an authorised government 

agency if a person has escaped from 

isolation, based on the mobile phone’s 

cell tower location. The “geo-fencing” is 

accurate by up to 300 m. 

Use of Powers under the Indian Telegraph Act, 

1885 

 The Centre is using powers under the 

Indian Telegraph Act to “fetch 

information” from telecom companies 

every 15 minutes to track COVID-19 cases 

across the country. 

 The States have been asked to seek the 

approval of their Home Secretaries under 

the provisions of Section 5(2) of the 

Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, for the 

specified mobile phone numbers to 

request the DoT to provide information 

by email or SMS in case of violation of 

“geo-fencing”. 

 Section 5(2) of the Act authorises State or 

Centre to access information of a user’s 

phone data in case of “occurrence of any 

public emergency or in the interest of the 

public safety.” 

Challenges 

 The data collected shall be used only for 

the purpose of Health Management in the 

context of COVID-19 and is strictly not for 

any other purposes. Any violation in this 

regard would attract penal provisions 

under the relevant laws. According to the 

Supreme Court in the Puttaswamy 

judgement (2017), the right to privacy is a 

fundamental right and it is necessary to 

protect personal data as an essential facet 

of informational privacy. 

 India’s situation is different from 

countries like Singapore, where a good 

number of people have smartphones. In 

India compared to its population, 

smartphone users are very less which 

means very few people will be able to 

download the app. 

 Arogya Setu and applications like Sahyog  

that link to it, could infringe privacy as      

there wasn’t clarity on how data 

would be shared between 

the two applications.  

 Arogya Setu’s terms of use 

were unclear on several aspects including 

how long data would be stored, what 

would happen to it once the 

pandemic ceased, who else 

the data was being transferred to. 

 As per the policy, 

“persons carrying out medical and             
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administrative 

interventions necessary in relation to       

COVID19” will have 

access to the data. According to a working

 paper from the 

Internet Freedom Foundation, this             

“suggests 

interdepartmental exchanges of people’s 

personal 

information” and is “more excessive than 

countries like Singapore and even Israel”. 

 No specification on the issue of how the 

government will use data if the data gets 

shared with the government of India. 

 Additionally, there was also a question of 

proportionality with the app and     

whether it will be as effective as 

envisaged in containing the prevailing 

outbreak. 

 App exists in the privacy law 

vacuum environment 

that is India. With no legislation that         

spells out in 

detail how the online privacy of Indians is 

to be protected, AarogyaSetu 

users have little choice but to 

accept the privacy policy provided by the 

government. 

 Beyond the legal loopholes, there are        

technical 

loopholes as well. The unique digital          

identity in AarogyaSetu 

is a static number, which increases the 

probability of identity breaches.   

Way Ahead 

 The app privacy policy needs detailed 

clarification on data collection, its storage 

and uses. The Government of India must 

specify how it will deal with the app’s 

data and how long it will retain the server 

side data. 

Security audit of COVID-19 data 

 In the wake of the controversy surroundin
g the Sprinklr deal, the Kerala government 
has decided to carry out a 
security audit by CERTIn, the nodal 
agency responsible for dealing 
with cyber security threats, of the various 
data collected by government departmen
ts and agencies related to COVID19.  

 The Kerala State IT Mission (KSITM) Direct
or has been authorised to entrust 
the agency empanelled under CERTIn (In
dian Computer Emergency Response 
Team) under the Union Ministry of Electr
onics and Information Technology to 
carry out the audit work.  

 The agency will have to execute the securi
ty audit of the data stored in the Amazon 
cloud platform in line with 
the guidelines of the government.   

 

Armyworm Attack 

Why in news? 

 The Directorate of Agriculture has 

reported an armyworm attack on the 

standing crops in the northeastern 

Dhemaji district of Assam and this pest 

attack has added to sorrows of the 

already worried farmers amid this COVID-

19 pandemic.  

Challenges   

 April-May is the time when paddy farmers 

in Assam clear weeds and manure the 

fields for transplanting the seedlings of 

the winter crop from the nursery. The 

process takes 35-40 days. 

 According to the farm experts, if the cycle 

is pushed back by more than a month it 
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could impact yield because the sowing 

and maintenance phase of the crops 

would be very close to the flood timings 

of Assam. 

 Another major issue is reaching out to 

farmers. All the roads and gaps have been 

blocked due to the fear of infection by 

coronavirus. 

 The weather is a factor because there are 

no pre-monsoon rains in Assam yet and 

the temperature is very high now. The 

armyworm can cause more damage in the 

absence of rain. 

Armyworm 

 Scientific name: Spodoptera frugiperda  

 Commonly referred as Fall Armyworm 

(FAW). 

 A dangerous transboundary insect  

 It has a high potential to spread rapidly 

due to its natural distribution capacity 

and opportunities presented by 

international trade. 

 Armyworm caterpillar is the larval stage 

of several species of moths. It has a huge 

appetite and can feed on more than 80 

species of plants according to the 

entomologists. 

 FAW represents a real threat to food 

security and livelihoods of millions of 

smallholder farmers by spreading across 

all of sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East 

and Asia. 

Way Ahead 

 Farmers require important assistance to 

manage FAW sustainably in their cropping 

systems through Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) activities. 

 The Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) has launched a Global Action for 

FAW Control as a reaction to the 

international threat posed by the 

armyworms. 

Uranium Contamination in 

Ground Water 

Why in news? 

 Uranium concentrations are increased 

mainly in the North West-South East 

regions and to the east of Gandak river 

and running south of the Ganga river 

towards Jharkhand, specifically in 

Gopalganj Siwan, Saran, Patna, Nalanda 

and Nawada districts. 

 This concentration has also increased to 

the south of the Ganga and especially in 

the south-western districts of 

Aurangabad, Gaya, Jehanabad, Nalanda 

and Nawada  

 The maximum uranium content was 

found in Supaul, 80 microgram of 

uranium per litre of water. According to 

the WHO, the permissible limit is 30 

microgram per litre. 

 Exposure to uranium may lead to many 

negative health impacts like bone toxicity 

and impaired renal function. 

 This is the first time that uranium content 

has been detected in groundwater. This is 

very dangerous and could cause cancer 

also. 

 West Bengal has the maximum estimated 

population of those at risk for arsenic 

contamination (26 million), followed by 

Bihar (9 million), Uttar Pradesh (3 million), 

Assam (1.2 million), Manipur (1 million) 

and Jharkhand (0.4 million). 

The Manohar Parrikar Institute for 

Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA) 
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RMB (Renminbi) Goes Digital 

 The People’s Bank of China (PBC) has 

rolled out pilot trials of its digital currency 

beginning with Shanghai, Chongqing, 

Shenzhen, Hangzhou, Suzhou and 

Xiong’an New Area. 

 China intends to partially digitise its 

existing monetary base or the cash in 

circulation – first in the world to do so. 

 Beginning with the integration of digital 

currency with the monetary system, the 

first step is to pay the salaries, subsidise 

transport and spur adoption in the retail 

sector. 

Background 

As China emerges out of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

cash usage is slated to dip with people turning to 

contactless modes of payments. The pandemic 

may have throttled up the digital currency rollout 

for applications which apparently sound 

rudimentary, but the seeds of the idea were sown 

half a decade back.  

 

A Digital RMB (Renminbi) 

 The PBC established a Digital Currency 

Research Institute in 2017 and launched a 

pilot programme in Beijing in December 

2019.  

 China's Digital Currency/Electronic 

Payments (DC/EP) leverages blockchain 

technology, but the ensuing digital 

currency is not a cryptocurrency.  

 The digital currency, which could be used 

without being linked to any bank account, 

is expected to replace physical cash in 

high-frequency but small denomination 

transactions pivoting on low issuance 

costs, efficiency and usability. 

 The circulation of the digital currency will 

be under the purview of the PBC, while 

the commercial banks will process the 

payments and deposits. 

 

Conclusion 

In the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

digital means are going to be the favourable 

mode of transactions. Unlike physical cash, digital 

transactions over a digital wallet or a digital 

currency are traceable. Looking at the nation-

wide expanse of facial recognition technology, 

China’s ability and intent to scale up technology 

innovation for intrusive surveillance programmes 

remain undisputed. 

 

India and Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) Countries Amid 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

 The spread of COVID-19 pandemic in the 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries 

is a cause of concern for India. On its part, 

India has extended support to the 

countries in the region by providing 

Hydroxychloroquine tablets to Bahrain, 

Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE); sending a 15-

member medical team to Kuwait at the 

request of its government; and another 

team of 88 medical and healthcare 

professionals to the UAE to help the 

country fight against the pandemic. 

 GCC is a key trade partner of India with 

annual bilateral trade of around US$ 121 

billion in 2018-19. Among the GCC 

countries, the UAE and Saudi Arabia are 

the two key trade partners of India with 
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annual bilateral trade of US$ 60 billion 

and US$ 34 billion, respectively. 

 The GCC countries have started feeling 

the early impact of the pandemic on their 

economy and are adopting several 

austerity measures. The kingdom has lost 

50 per cent of its oil revenues because of 

the fall in oil prices. The spread of COVID-

19 in the Gulf at the time of falling oil 

prices further constrains their capacity to 

deal with the situation. 

 In the current scenario, a large number of 

the nine million strong Indian expatriate 

workers are at the risk of losing their jobs 

in the GCC countries. Many of them want 

to return to India at the earliest.  

 India has been the biggest recipient of 

remittances in the world, receiving US$ 

79 billion in 2018. More than half of its 

total remittances come from the GCC 

countries alone. Disruption of economic 

activities and loss of employment in the 

Gulf will affect the inflow of remittances 

to India.  

 The World Bank has already made a 

prediction that global remittances are 

going to witness sharpest decline in 

recent years as a result of the disruptions 

created by the COVID-19 pandemic. In the 

event of thousands of Indians coming 

back from the Gulf, the inflow of 

remittances to India will be significantly 

affected. 

Thus, driven by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

economic challenges for India emanating 

from the Gulf region are highly imminent and 

discernible. 

 

 

 

  

RAPID TRANSFORMATION IN 

RURAL EMPLOYMENT SCENARIO 

 

The Ministry of Rural Development is taking all 

possible measures for inclusive development of 

villages through its several schemes. Under these 

schemes, the focus is on generating employment 

opportunities for the poor and youth of the 

village through various initiatives and connecting 

them with gainful employment or self-

employment. 

 

Points to remember: 

 According to an estimate of the annual 

Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), the 

share of regular wages/salaries has 

increased by 5 per cent i.e., from 18 per 

cent in 2011–12 to 23 per cent in 2017–

18 

 The proportion of women workers in the 

category of regular wage/salary-based 

employment has increased by 8 per cent. 

It was 13 per cent during the year 2011–

12, which increased to 21 per cent in the 

year 2017–18. 

 Annual survey report of industries, shows 

that employment opportunities have 

increased in organised manufacturing 

sector. 

 According to the latest data of the 

Employees’ State Insurance Corporation 

(ESIC), 14.59 lakh jobs were created in 

November 2019 and around 12.67 lakh 

jobs in December 2019.  

 According to a report by the National 

Statistical Office (NSO), a total of 1.49 

crore new employees/workers were 

Kurukshetra April 2020 
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enrolled in Employees’ State Insurance 

Corporation during FY 2018–19.  

 During September 2017 to December 

2019, around three and a half crore new 

persons joined the scheme of ESIC.  

Various Programmes to promote Rural 

Employment 

 “Kushal Bharat Programme” of the 

Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship, more than one crore 

youth are being imparted training in 

various skills every year so as to enhance 

their access to better and lucrative 

livelihood.  

 The Apprentices Act was amended in 

December 2014 with a view to expand 

the service sector, integrate training 

courses with apprenticeship and its 

promotion.  

 National Apprenticeship Promotion 

Scheme (NAPS) was launched in August 

2016 with an objective to encouraging 

employers to engage as many apprentices 

as possible.  

 The Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship is implementing 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

through National Skill Development 

Corporation with the aim of involving 24 

lakh youth of the country.  

 It has been launched to enable a large 

number of Indian youth to gain better 

employment through industry compatible 

skill training for better livelihood.  

 All the existing labour laws are 

amalgamated in only 4 labour codes and 

they have been simplified and 

rationalised according to the need of the 

present time.   

 Two large pension schemes have also 

been introduced to provide the workers 

in the unorganised sector, benefits of 

social security as well as old age 

protection.   

 Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan Dhan 

Yojana is a voluntary and contributory 

pension scheme launched in February 

2019 for the welfare of workers in the 

unorganised sector.  

 Voluntary and Contributory National 

Pension Scheme has also been launched 

for businessmen, shopkeepers and 

persons engaged in self-employment on 

September 12, 2019.  

 Ministry of Labour and Employment is 

implementing National Career Service as 

a mission mode project to provide various 

employment-related services such as 

career counselling, vocational guidance, 

information related to skill development 

courses, apprenticeship and internship.  

 Under the administrative control of the 

Directorate General of Employment, 21 

National Livelihood Services Centres are 

also being run for the differently-abled.  

 To promote employment generation in 

the country, the government is providing 

special  

 assistance to new employers for a period 

up to 3 years from the start of business 

under the Prime Minister Rojgar 

Protsahan Yojana (PMRPY).   

 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act- MGNREGA 

has become a powerful medium to 

ensure inclusive development in rural 

India in line with its fundamental 

objectives of social protection and 

livelihood security.   

 Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana Gramin is a 

housing programme creating employment 

both directly and indirectly.   

 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National 

Rural Livelihoods Mission aims to reduce 

poverty through promotion of diversified 

and gainful self-employment and skilled 
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wage employment opportunities resulting 

in appreciable increase in incomes of the 

rural poor on sustainable basis.   

 Under Deen Dayal Upadhyay Grameen 

Kaushalya Yojana programme, rural youth 

from poor families in the age group of 15 

to 25 years are provided skill training 

which is certification-based and in 

conformity with the National Skill 

Qualifications Framework (NSQF).  

MSME: ENTREPRENEURSHIP OF 

THE NEW ERA 

 

The MSME sector employs over 100 million 

people and accounts for 45 per cent of 

manufacturing output as well as more than 40 per 

cent of the country’s exports. The MSME sector 

currently contributes 29 per cent of the country’s 

GDP. According to the 73rd Round of the National 

Sample Survey, conducted during 2015–16, the 

estimated number of workers in unincorporated 

non-agriculture MSMEs in India was 11.10 crore. 

As per a Survey released by the Confederation of 

Indian Industry in 2019, MSMEs have been the 

largest job creators over the last 4 years, 

especially in sectors like hospitality and tourism, 

textiles and apparel, metal products, machine 

parts and logistics. 

 

Economic reforms impacting MSME sector 

 The government has implemented several 

key structural reforms to lay the 

foundations for rapid economic 

transformation and taking the economy 

on a long-term high-growth trajectory. 

 Enactment of the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code. 

 Friendly, predictable and transparent 

taxation system. (Introduction of GST) 

 Digital connectivity. Nearly 1.2 billion 

Indians are registered under Aadhaar, the 

world’s largest unique digital identity 

programme.  

 Increasing smartphone penetration and 

connectivity—currently more than 530 

million smartphone users— is expected to 

increase to  more than 1 billion users by 

2024. 

 Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) 

application are giving a massive boost to 

digital money transactions.  

 Government procurement has also been 

digitised through the Government e-

Marketplace (GeM). 

 A large-scale National Artificial 

Intelligence Programme will also be 

launched soon. 

 India Stack is a set of Application 

Programming Interface that allows 

governments, businesses, start-ups and 

developers to utilise a unique digital 

infrastructure to solve India‟s hard 

problems towards presence-less, 

paperless and cashless service delivery.   

 The government has allowed 100 per cent 

FDI under the automatic route for many 

sectors, including job creating sectors 

such as single brand retail trading and 

construction development, which will 

have a positive impact on the MSME 

sector as well.  

 

Initiatives for growth of MSMEs 

 Access to formal credit, whether it is for 

working capital or capital investment 

finance. 

 Government launched the Trade 

Receivable electronic Discounting System 

(TReDS) to address the working capital 
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requirements of MSMEs as well as the 

Samadhaan Portal for tackling the 

problem of delayed payments.  

 Government is implementing schemes 

like the Prime Minister‟s Employment 

Generation Programme for generating 

selfemployment opportunities through 

establishment of micro-enterprises in the 

non-farm sector by helping traditional 

artisans and unemployed youth in rural 

and urban areas.  

 Recently, some favourable amendments 

have been made in the Interest 

Subvention Scheme for MSMEs launched 

by the Prime Minister in November, 2018. 

 Ministry of MSME is also implementing 

the technology centre systems 

programme for setting uo 15 new tool 

rooms and technology development 

centres as well as upgrading the existing 

18 TCs in the country. 

 Efforts have also been made to popularise 

Khadi and empower village industries. 

 Another key area of focus has been the 

promotion of exports. To become a $5 

trillion economy by 2024, understanding 

the export potential of different States in 

India and focusing on promoting exports 

is crucial.  

 With respect to MSMEs, the government 

has set a target of raising the sector’s 

share in India’s exports from the current 

49 per cent to 60 per cent.  

 

Key Budget Announcements and Allocations  

 In the Union Budget 2020–21, the 

government set aside an all-time high 

sum of Rs. 7,572.20 crore for the Ministry 

of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.  

 The Ministry’s flagship scheme, the Prime 

Minister Employment Generation 

Programme, has also been allocated an 

all-time high amount of Rs. 2,500 crore.  

 Other key allocations for the MSME 

sector include Rs. 472 crore for the Khadi 

Vikas Yojana and Gramodyog Vikas Yojana 

for developing a sustainable model of 

Khadi-based enterprises in villages as well 

as Rs. 391 crore for the MSE-Cluster 

Development Programme, an increase of 

71 per cent from the previous year.  

 The Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of 

Traditional Industries (SFURTI) has also 

seen a higher allocation of Rs. 465 crore 

compared to Rs. 125 crore in the previous 

year for equipping traditional industries in 

becoming more productive, profitable 

and largescale employment generators 

for artisans.   

 Moreover, to make MSMEs more 

competitive, the allocation under the 

Credit-Linked Capital Subsidy and 

Technology Upgradation Scheme has 

been increased to Rs. 805 crore.   

 In order to promote entrepreneurship 

among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes, the National Scheduled Caste/ 

Scheduled Tribe Hub has been allocated 

Rs. 150 crore.  

 Other key budgetary announcements 

include an app-based invoice financing 

loans product, creation of a unified 

procurement system through GeM as well 

as indirect tax reforms for improving 

compliance including automation of GST 

refunds and Aadhaar-based verification of 

taxpayers. 

 

Conclusion 

India is likely to be the fastest growing major 

economy in the world in the medium-term. India's  

focus must be on continuing to accelerate growth 

in the quest of becoming a $5 trillion economy by 
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2024, with a contribution of at least $2 trillion 

from the MSME sector.  

 Several important suggestions have been made 

in NITI Aayog’s Strategy for New India @ 75 

document as well including laying emphasis on 

creating a self-sufficient cluster of manufacturing 

competence, integrating MSMEs in e-Commerce 

supply chains and ensuring adherence to quality.  

 

MICRO AND SMALL CLUSTERS 

FOR SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

 Clustering facilitates MSMEs to combat 

the challenges thrown up by 

globalisation. Cluster policies work 

towards strengthening of inter-firm 

collaboration, business networking and 

building up/strengthening of 

organisations for technology transfer. 

 Cluster is not only a means to improve 

the competitiveness but also for 

alleviation of poverty, generation of 

sustainable employment, fostering 

innovation, infusing technology, enabling 

better credit flow and sustenance of 

environmental issues more effectively 

and sustainably.  

 In effect, countries across the world in 

recent times have been relying on a 

cluster approach which increasingly 

stresses on ensuring networks among 

small firms and in their external 

environment, with the support 

institutions and policy framework. 

 Enterprises can better improve their 

competitiveness due to the presence of 

specialised suppliers of raw materials, 

parts and components, machinery, skills 

and technology as well as other 

supporting services.  

 The research on clusters clearly reflects 

the advantages of focusing on clusters 

with positive interrelationships among 

the stakeholders.  

 Developing clusters is not only a means to 

improve the competitiveness of industry 

but also an instrument for alleviation of 

poverty, generation of sustainable 

employment, fostering innovation, and 

enabling better, effective and sustainable 

credit flow. 

 

Cluster Development Initiatives  

1.  

Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional 

Industries (SFURTI)  

 The selection of clusters will be based on 

their geographical concentration which 

should be around 500 beneficiary families 

of artisans/micro enterprises, suppliers of 

raw materials, traders, service providers, 

etc., located within one or two revenue 

subdivisions in a district (or in contiguous 

districts).  

 The clusters would be from khadi, coir 

and village industries, including leather 

and pottery.  

 The potential for growth in production 

and generation of employment 

opportunities will also be considered in 

selecting clusters under SFURTI.  

 The geographical distribution of the 

clusters throughout the country, with at 

least 10 per cent located in the North 

Eastern region, will also be kept in view 

while selecting clusters. 
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2.  

Solar Charkha Clusters  

 The President of India, Ram Nath Kovind 

launched the Solar Charkha Mission in 

2018.  

 11 Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) of 

Solar Charkha Clusters have been 

approved by the Scheme Steering 

Committee during current financial year 

2019–20. 

 

3.  

Micro & Small Enterprises - Cluster Development 

Programme (MSE-CDP) 

 The MSME has adopted the Cluster 

Development approach as a key strategy 

for enhancing the productivity and 

competitiveness as well as capacity 

building of Micro and Small Enterprises 

(MSEs) and their collectives in the 

country.  

 A cluster is a group of enterprises located 

within an identifiable and as far as 

practicable contiguous area or a value 

chain that goes beyond a geographical 

area and producing same/similar 

products/complementary 

products/services, which can be linked 

together by common physical 

infrastructure facilities that help address 

their common challenges.  

The essential characteristics of enterprises in a 

cluster are:  

(a) similarity or complementarity in the methods 

of production, quality control & testing, energy 

consumption, pollution control, etc.,  

(b) similar level of technology & marketing 

strategies/practices,  

(c) similar channels for communication among the 

members of the cluster,  

(d) common market & skill needs and/or  

(e) common challenges and opportunities that the 

cluster faces. 

4.  

Agro Processing Cluster Scheme  

 The scheme aims at development of 

modern infrastructure and common 

facilities to encourage group of 

entrepreneurs to set up food processing 

units based on cluster approach by linking 

groups of producers/farmers to the 

processors and markets through well-

equipped supply chain with modern 

infrastructure.  

 The units are set up simultaneously along 

with creation of common infrastructure. 

Agro processing clusters set up by Project 

Execution Agency (PEA)/Organisations 

such as Government/ PSUs/Joint 

Ventures/NGOs/Cooperatives/SHGs/FPOs

/Private Sector/individuals, etc., and are 

eligible for financial assistance subject to 

terms and conditions under the scheme 

guidelines. 

 

5.  

Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development 

Scheme (CHCDS)  

The objective is to develop Mega Handloom 

Clusters that are located in clearly identifiable 

geographical locations that specialise in specific 

products, with close linkages and inter-

dependents amongst the key players in the 

cluster by improving the infrastructure facilities, 

with better storage facilities, technology up-
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gradation in pre-loom/on-loom/post-loom 

operations, weaving shed, skill upgradation, 

design inputs, health facilities, etc., which would 

eventually be able to meet the discerning and 

changing market demands both at domestic and 

at the international level and raise living 

standards of the millions of weavers engaged in 

the handloom industry.  

 

6.  

Cluster Development Programme for Pharma 

Sector (CDP-PS) 

 The Scheme termed as Cluster 

Development Programme for Pharma 

Sector (CDP-PS) is proposed as a Central 

Sector Scheme for the remaining years of 

the 12th Five Year Plan and also to 

continue in the next Five Year Plan.  

 The total size of the scheme is proposed 

as Rs.125 crore for CDP-PS for 12th Five 

Year Plan.  

 The Scheme would be implemented on a 

Public Private Partnership (PPP) format 

through one-time grant in aid to be 

released in various phases for creation of 

identified infrastructure and common 

facilities to the Special Purpose Vehicles 

(SPVs) set up for the purpose.  

 The scheme is for setting up of new 

clusters as well as upgradation of existing 

cluster. However, the purpose of the 

grant is for activities of common facilities. 

The various aspects and the outcomes of 

the Scheme will be reviewed after three 

years from the date of its starting. 

 

7.  

Mega Leather Cluster  

 The Mega Leather Clusters will have core 

infrastructure, social infrastructure, 

production production infrastructure 

(ready to use factory sheds with plug in 

facility for machinery/equipment), HRD & 

social infrastructure, capacity building, 

etc.  

 Each MLC will be implemented by a SPV, 

which will be a corporate body registered 

under the Companies Act 1956 formed by 

stakeholders, particularly a group of 

willing entrepreneurs (minimum being 7 

legally independent companies) that are 

engaged in leather tanning, 

manufacturing of leather goods and 

components and other activities 

associated with the leather industry and 

who intend to set up production units in 

the proposed MLC.   

 The SPV would conceptualise, formulate, 

achieve financial closure, implement and 

manage the infrastructure. 

 

8.  

Ambedkar Hastshilp Vikas Yojana (AHVY)  

An initiative of Development Commissioner, 

Handicrafts, Ministry of Textiles, Government of 

India to showcase different products made by 

cluster artisans across India. Artisans are provided 

with technical/marketing know how for making 

these products by implementing agencies which 

are partnered with DC, Handicrafts for the 

upliftment of these artisans.  

 

9.  

Research and Development Schemes (cluster)  

Looking to the need of R&D activities on regular 

basis has suggested a new scheme for provision of 
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fund for research and development activities to 

develop new products and to modify existing 

products of Cottage Industries. 

10.  

Industrial Infrastructure Upgradation Scheme  

Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry launched the 

Industrial Infrastructural Up-gradation Scheme in 

the year 2003 to enhance competitiveness of 

industry by providing quality infrastructure 

through public-private partnership with financial 

assistance up to 75 per cent of the project cost 

subject to a ceiling of Rs.60 crores for each 

project. 

11.  

AYUSH clusters  

Core interventions such as those related to 

setting up of common facilities for testing, 

certification, standardisation, quality control and 

other capacity building measures, and add-on 

interventions which are related to 

marketing/branding, provision of general 

infrastructure support to production units, etc. 

12.  

Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 

(SPMRM)  

 The Mission aims to transform these 

rurban clusters by stimulating local 

economic development, enhancing basic 

services, and creating well-planned 

rurban clusters.  

 This will lead to the holistic development 

of the region and encourage integrated 

and inclusive rural development.  

 

13.  

Craft Cluster  

 The Craft Cluster initiative at NIFT is 

designed with the objectives to sensitize 

NIFT students to the realities of the craft 

sector and give insight into regional 

sensibilities and diversities, resources and 

environment.  

 Through this initiative, NIFT has been 

successful in creating a widespread 

awareness and sensitivity in assimilating 

crafts into fashion and vice-versa.  

 The Craft Cluster Initiative programme is 

envisaged to provide the students of NIFT 

systematic, continuous and regular 

exposure every year to the diversely rich 

and unique handlooms and handicrafts of 

India. Under this dynamic initiative, the 

students of NIFT work closely with the 

artisans and weavers in clusters of India 

and undertake activities like diagnostic 

study, design intervention and prototype 

development.  

 The artisans and weavers are also invited 

to NIFT campuses for exposure 

workshops, demonstration workshops, 

exhibitions and craft bazaars where they 

get an opportunity to interact with the 

craft experts, upgrade their product and 

design knowledge and understand 

consumers in the urban markets. 

 

Conclusion 

 For a sustainable and inclusive economy, 

holistic cluster development approach 

will be the multiplication engine. 

 It will be the catalyst for enterprise 

development and will provide a 

conducive ecosystem for their 

sustenance. The focus will need to be on 

unexplored sectors and geographies. 

 



 

Chahal Academy 

103 

SCHEMES FOR EMPLOYMENT 

GENERATION IN RURAL INDIA 

The government has recently taken many steps 

which have proved to be helpful for employment 

generation.  

1.  

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS)  

 MGNREGS is a flagship programme which 

addresses poverty in a holistic manner by 

overcoming social inequalities and 

creating a base for sustainable and long-

term development.   

 MGNREGS is transforming rural India into 

a more productive, equitable and 

connected society.  

 

2.  

Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) 

 The Pradhan Mantri Awaas YojanaGramin 

(PMAY-G) has been devised in line with 

Government’s commitment to provide 

‘Housing for All’ by 2022 in the rural 

areas.  

 The scheme aims at providing a pucca 

house with basic amenities to all 

houseless householders living in kutcha 

and dilapidated houses by 2022.  

 

3.  

Skill Upgradation and Mahila Coir Yojana  

 The scheme comes under Coir Vikas 

Yojana and provides development of 

domestic and export markets, skill 

development and training, empowerment 

of women, 

employment/entrepreneurship creation 

and development, enhanced raw material 

utilisation, trade-related services, welfare 

activities of the coir workers.   

 Mahila Coir Yojana in particular aims at 

women empowerment through the 

provision of spinning equipment at 

subsidised rates after appropriate skill 

training.  

4.  

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana 

 The Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana was 

launched in 2015 with the twin aims of 

providing credit of upto Rs. 10 lakh to 

small entrepreneurs and act as a 

regulator for Micro-Finance Institutions. 

 Mudra targets young educated or skilled 

workers and entrepreneurs including 

women entrepreneurs.  

 The scheme is designed to promote and 

ensure access of financial facilities to 

Non-Corporate Small Business Sectors 

that will turn them into instruments of 

GDP growth and employment generation.  

 The loans are easily accessible in three 

categories: Shishu, Kishore and Tarun to 

signify the stage of growth/development 

and funding needs of the beneficiary 

micro unit/ entrepreneur and also 

provide a reference point for the next 

phase of graduation/growth.  

5.  

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana  

 The flagship scheme of the Ministry of 

Skill Development & Entrepreneurship.   

 The objective of this Skill Certification 

Scheme is to enable a large number of 

Indian youth to take up industryrelevant 

skill training that will help them in 

securing a better  livelihood.   
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 Individuals with prior learning experience 

or skills will also be assessed and certified 

under Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL).  

6.  

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya 

Yojana 

DDU-GKY is a part of the National Rural Livelihood 

Mission, tasked with the dual objectives of adding 

diversity to the incomes of rural poor families and 

cater to the career aspirations of rural youth.  

7.  

Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 

(SPMRM) 

 Undertaken by the Union Ministry of 

Rural Development, the SPMRM focuses 

on cluster-based integrated development 

through Spatial Planning.   

 Rurban clusters are identified across the 

country‟s rural areas showing increasing 

signs of urbanisation i.e.,increase in 

population density, high levels of nonfarm 

employment, presence of growing 

economic activities and other socio-

economic parameters.   

 The Mission aims to transform these 

Rurban clusters by stimulating local 

economic development, enhancing basic 

services, and creating well planned 

Rurban clusters. 

 

Budget 2020–2021 and Rural Employment  

 Accordingly, under the head “Sixteen 

Action Points for Agriculture, Irrigation 

and Rural Development”, the union 

government has allocated 2.83 lakh crore 

rupees for ruralcentric works including, 

1.60 lakh crore rupees for agriculture, 

irrigation and allied activities; 1.23 lakh 

crore rupees for rural development and 

panchayati raj.   

 Likewise, the government has set a target 

of 15 lakh crore rupees for agriculture 

credit for the year 2020– 21.  It has also 

proposed a comprehensive measures for 

100 water-stressed districts and expand 

PM-KUSUM to provide 20 lakh farmers for 

setting up stand-alone solar pumps and 

for another 15 lakh farmers to solarise 

their grid-connected pump sets, setting 

up of efficient warehouses at the 

block/taluk level and in Horticulture 

sector with focus on “one product, one 

district” for better marketing and export 

are some of the steps in that direction.   

 The government has planned to dovetail 

MGNREGS to develop fodder farms.   

 It also aims at doubling of milk processing 

capacity from 53.5 million metric tonnes 

to 108 million metric tonnes by 2025.   

 Similarly, on the Blue Economy, raising of 

fish production to 200 lakh tonnes is 

proposed by 2022–23.   

 In the current fiscal year, youth will be 

involved in fishery extension through 

3477 Sagar Mitras and 500 Fish Farmer 

Producer Organisations.   

 The government hopes to raise fishery 

export to 1 lakh crore rupees by 2024–25. 

   

 

Yojana April 2020 

 

SAFEGUARDING HUMAN 

RIGHTS 

Human Rights 
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 Human rights are moral principles that 

describe certain standards of human 

behaviour and are protected as natural 

and legal rights in municipal and 

international law. 

 These are the rights which are possessed 

by every human being, irrespective of his 

or her nationality, race, religion, sex, etc, 

simply by virtue of being a human. They 

are inherent in our nature and without 

them we cannot live as human beings. 

Universal Declarations made by Global 

Community 

 By 1966, the United Nations General 

Assembly adopted two important 

covenants which are at the same time 

both general and universal, one dealing 

with civil and political rights and the other 

with economic, social and cultural rights.  

 The International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights, 1966 and the Optional 

Protocol dealt with the rights of equality, 

personal liberty, freedom from arbitrary 

arrest and detention, freedom from 

rendering compulsory personal service, 

freedom of expression and conscience, 

right to participate in the administration 

of the country etc.  

 The International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights, 1966 deals with 

the right to work, the right to fair wages, 

the right to collective bargaining, the right 

to carry on trade or profession, the right 

to establish institutions to conserve 

culture etc.  

 

Indian Constitution regarding Human Rights 

 India is a sovereign, socialist, democratic 

Republic.  

 The Indian Constitution has guaranteed 

several rights for its citizens which are 

known as fundamental rights as 

enshrined in Part III of the Constitution.  

 Right to Life, Liberty, Equality, Dignity, 

Freedom of speech and expression 

besides religious freedom that includes 

right to profess, practice and propagate 

one’s own belief, faith and worship and 

right against exploitation and rights of 

minorities towards culture and to 

establish education institutions are some 

of the enforceable rights which cannot be 

infringed upon by the State through 

executive action. 

 The Constitution safeguards all citizens, 

individually and collectively, human rights 

by protecting basic freedoms.  

 These are guaranteed in the Constitution 

in the form of six broad categories of 

Fundamental Rights, which are justiciable.  

Article 12 to 35 contained in Part III of the 

Constitution deals with Fundamental 

Rights.  

Human Rights Violations in India 

India’s socio-economic cultural framework and its 

colonial past have sprung many challenges in its 

efforts to promote and protect human rights. The 

main issues where majority of human rights 

violations in India take place are as under;  

 Failure in taking action by the police  

 Unlawful detention  

 False implication 

 Custodial violence  

 Illegal arrest  

 Custodial deaths  

 Encounter deaths  

 Harassment of prisoners; jail conditions  

 Atrocities on SCs and STs  

 Bonded labour; child labour  

 Child marriage  

 Communal violence 
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 Dowry death or its attempt; dowry 

demand  

 Sexual harassment and indignity to 

women  

 Exploitation of women  

 Discrimination against persons with 

disabilities  

 Discrimination against persons with 

HIV/AIDS  

 Discrimination against sex workers etc 

 

National Human Rights Commission 

The National Human Rights Commission of India 

was established on 12 October, 1993. The statute 

under which it is established is the Protection of 

Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 as amended by 

the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) 

Act, 2006. The NHRC is an embodiment of India‘s 

concern for the promotion and protection of 

human rights. 

Functions: 

 To promote and protect human rights.  

 To review the safeguard provided by or 

under any enactment for the protection 

of human rights.  

 To submit to the Minister any opinion, 

recommendation, proposal or report on 

any matter concerning the promotion and 

protection of human rights.  

 To review the factors or difficulties that 

inhibit the enjoyment of human rights.  

 To publicise human rights and efforts to 

combat all forms of discrimination by 

increasing public awareness, especially 

through information and education and 

by making use of all press organs.  

 To assist in the formulation of 

programmes for the teaching of, and 

research into, human rights and take part 

in their execution in schools, universities 

and professional circles.  

 To promote and ensure the 

harmonisation of national legislation and 

practices with the international human 

rights instruments and their effective 

implementation.  

 To prepare reports on the national 

situation with regard to human rights in 

general, and on more specific matters.  

 

Recent innovations by National Human Rights 

Commission 

 Online complaint registration through 

HRCNet portal. 

 Conducting video conferencing with the 

States to follow up the submission of 

reports 

 Taking on board the SHRCs in the HRCNet 

portal to avoid duplication of cases 

 Provision for the authorities to upload the 

reports directly on the HRCNet portal 

 Involving around three lakhs common 

Service Centres for registration of 

complaints 

 Revamping the website where the status 

and all the orders of the cases are 

uploaded  

 A dedicated MADAD counter which 

assists the complainants in filing 

complaints 

DRAFTING OF THE 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 

Constitution of India 

 The Constitution of India is the supreme 

law of India. In other words, Constitution 

of India is its lex loci i.e. the parent of all 

laws in the country.  
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 The three pillars of Indian State 

(Legislature, Executive & Judiciary) derive 

their authority from the Constitution.  

 The Constitution of India is a unique and 

most comprehensive document 

representing the aspirations of our 

diverse population. It has very beautifully 

laid down various principles and acts on 

how the authority of the Government of a 

country should be exercised.   

Evolution of Indian Constitution 

This historical background and evolution of the 

Indian Constitution can be studied under two 

broad heads: 

1. The Company Rule (1773 – 1858) 

2. The Crown Rule (1858 – 1947) 

 The British came to India in the 17th 

century for trading purpose and 

thereafter, they slowly gained more 

power. Later, they attained the rights to 

collect the revenue and selfgovernance. 

For doing this, they enacted various laws, 

rules and regulations.  

 Further with the Charter Act of 1833, the 

Governor General of Bengal became the 

Governor General of India. A Central 

Legislature was created which made the 

British supreme rulers of India.   

 The rule of the Company finally ended 

with the enactment of the Government of 

India Act 1858.  

 The Indian Council Acts of 1861, 1892 and 

1909 started giving representation to the 

Indians in the Viceroy‘s Councils and the 

Britishers restored legislative powers back 

to some provinces (States). Later, with 

the enactment of the Government of 

India Act 1919, Legislative Councils came 

into existence in all the States.  

 The Britishers adopted bicameral 

structure with separate Central and State 

Governments. It was for the first time 

when people could elect their own 

representatives through direct elections.  

 The Constitution of India later adopted 

this quasi-federal and bicameral structure 

of governance. The enactment of 

Government of India Act 1935 was one of 

the most important events in the history 

of the Constitution as this law divided 

powers of governance into Federal List, 

Provincial List, and Concurrent List. The 

Constituent Assembly of India came into 

existence as per the provisions of Cabinet 

Mission Plan of May 1946.  

 After more than two years of 

deliberations, the Constituent Assembly 

finally approved the Constitution on 26 

November, 1949, which is now celebrated 

as Constitution Day.   

Key timelines in the 1948 constitutional process 

1946 Britain decides on to grant 
independence to India and 
cabinet mission is dispatched to 
India to discuss modalities for 
transfer of power 
 

14 August 
1947 

Proposal for creation of 
committees is tabled 

29 August 
1947 

Drafting committee is established 

6 December 
1947 

Constituent Assembly formally 
convenes for the first time, 
following elections, to start the 
process of writing a constitution. 

4 November 
1947 

Draft is finalized and submitted 

1948 – 1949 Constituent Assembly meets in 
sessions open to the public 

26 
November 
1949 

Constituent Assembly adopts final 
draft making it official 

26 January 
1950 

Entry into force of the new 
constitution 
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THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT: 

PERFORMANCE AND 

CHALLENGES 

The Parliament plays a central role in the Indian 

system of representative governance, affecting all 

aspects of lives of citizens. It has done a 

remarkable job for seventy years, helping manage 

internal tensions of perhaps the most diverse set 

of people in any country.  Many social reforms 

and economic progress have been led by 

Parliament. 

As the central legislative body in India, the 

Parliament has four main roles—it makes laws, it 

holds the executive to account for its actions, it 

allocates government finances, and represents 

the interests and aspirations of citizens.  

Functioning of Indian Parliament  

 Over the years, the Parliament has been 

meeting for a fewer day. The number of 

sitting days has declined from 125-140 in 

the 1950s to about 70 days in the last 

twenty years.  

 During the period of the 15th Lok Sabha, 

one third of the scheduled time was lost 

discusses any bill at the first or third 

reading. 

Areas of Reform  

There are some structural issues that need to be 

addressed to improve the effectiveness of 

Parliament. These include the repeal of the anti-

defection law, recording all votes on bills and 

major debates, referring all bills to committees 

and strengthening the support system for 

committees.  

1. The Anti-Defection Law  

 The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution 

was added in 1985 through the fifty 

second amendment. It provides for the 

disqualification of an MP if he defects 

from his party or if he does not vote in 

accordance with the whip issued by his 

party.  

 It appears that the anti-defection law has 

weakened the power of Parliament to 

oversee the work of the executive. 

Therefore, it is time to revisit this 

provision in the Constitution and consider 

whether it should be repealed.  

2. Recorded Voting  

 In our Parliament, most Bills and motions 

are passed by voice votes.  

 The Speaker asks the members 

supporting a motion to say ―aye‖, and 

then those opposing to say ―no‖, and 

then he/she judges which side has more 

voices.  

 This implies that voters cannot question 

their MPs on their voting behavior.  

3. Committee System  

 Given the vast amount of work and range 

of topics, it becomes difficult to examine 

all issues in detail in a house of over 500 

members. Therefore, Parliament has 

constituted several committees, each 

typically having 20-35 members, to 

scrutinise various issues and make 

recommendations to the full House.  

 These include financial committees, 

departmentally related standing 

committees (DRSCs), and various other 

committees such as those looking at 

privileges and ethics, setting the daily 

agenda for the two Houses, and looking 

at subordinate legislation. 

 There is a need to strengthen the working 

of parliamentary committees.   

 They do not have expert research staff to 

assist the members. Often important bills 

are not referred to these committees; it 
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may be time to revisit parliamentary 

processes to make this a mandatory step.  

 The attendance of members to these 

committees is close to 50%, much thinner 

than the 80% plus in the House.  

Conclusion  

Parliament plays a central role in the Indian 

system of representative governance, affecting all 

aspects of lives of citizens.  Many social reforms 

and economic progress have been led by 

Parliament.  However, there are ways in which its 

effectiveness can be improved.   

These include revocation of the anti-defection 

law, making recorded voting mandatory and 

strengthening the committee system.    

PANCHAYATI RAJ SYSTEM 

In India, the Panchayati Raj now functions as a 

system of governance in which gram panchayats 

are the basic units of local administration. The 

system has three levels: Gram Panchayat (village 

level), Mandal Parishad or Block Samiti or 

Panchayat Samiti (block level), and Zila Parishad 

(district level). 

Constituent Assembly and Panchayati Raj  

1. Pre-Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 

1993 

 After independence and adoption of the 

Constitution of India, Community 

Development projects were inaugurated 

in 1952 in line with the experiments at 

Santiniketan, Vadodara and Nilokheri.   

 In 1957, Balwant Rai Mehta Committee 

was constituted, which submitted the 

report stating that, ‘Public participation in 

community works should be organised 

through statutory representative bodies, 

such as agencies at the village level which 

can represent the entire community, 

assume responsibility and provide 

leadership in the rural development 

programmes of the government.  

 The Jayaprakash Narayan Committee 

further strengthened the idea of 

Panchayati Raj and the Ministry of 

Community Development was brought 

under the Ministry of Food and 

Agriculture in 1971 and the word 

‗Community Development‘ was replaced 

with the ‗Rural Development‘.  

 The Ashok Mehta Committee, 1978 is the 

one which recommended for introducing 

the Panchayati Raj as a Constitutional 

institution through an amendment.  

 The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973 

brought direct elections at regular 

intervals as a compulsory provision, and 

deleted the discretionary power of the 

State in postponing the elections.  

 The 64th Amendment Bill was introduced 

stating that, ―Panchayat Raj is an 

important facet of democracy and its 

constitutional protection is must for their 

functioning as representative institutions 

of the people.  

 Later, the 64th Amendment Bill was 

followed by 65th Amendment Bill that 

sought to endow urban local bodies in 

similar lines of Panchayat Raj.  

2. Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 

1993  

 In the year 1992-93, 73rd and the 74th 

amendments were brought into the 

Indian Constitution which recognised 

local self-governance as the third stratum 

of government.  

 The 73rd Amendment Act introduced 

direct elections for Panchayats, 

reservation of seats for the SCs and STs in 

proportion to their population for 

membership of Panchayats and office of 

Chairpersons; reservation of not less than 

one-third of the seats for women; fixed 
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tenure of five years for Panchayats and 

holding of elections within a period of six 

months on the eve of suppression of any 

Panchayats, disqualification of 

membership of Panchayat, devolution of 

the State Legislature‘s powers over 

Panchayats with respect of economic 

development and social justice, created 

financial powers for the Panchayats 

through grantsin aid from the 

consolidated fund of State, assignment to 

Panchayats by State or appropriation of 

revenues by Panchayats of designated 

taxes, duties, tolls and fee, setting of 

finance commission etc. 

3. Post 73rd Amendment  

 The digitalisation process of Gram 

Panchayats brought in transparency 

and good governance principles into 

the Panchayati Raj system.  

 Ombudsman, Social Audit, Model 

Accounting System, Panchayat 

Performance Assessment initiatives 

were introduced to develop discipline 

and progress within the institution.  

 Policies such as Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) were 

introduced which mandates 

Panchayats as the planning and 

implementing agency.   

 Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF) 

has been introduced as a financial 

backup for the Panchayats for 

promoting decentralisation, bridging 

critical gaps in the development and 

implementation of schemes and to 

build capacity of the Panchayats.  

 The 13th Central Finance Commission 

award has brought radical changes in 

the Panchayat Raj System by 

devolving a share of the divisible tax 

pool for panchayats, by granting them 

defacto recognition as third tier of 

governance. 

 

Issues: PRI 

 The grey area is the lack of adequate 

funds. There is a need to enlarge the 

domain of panchayats to be able to raise 

their own funds. 

 The interference of area MPs and MLAs in 

the functioning of panchayats also 

adversely affected their performance. 

 The 73rd amendment only mandated the 

creation of local self-governing bodies, 

and left the decision to delegate powers, 

functions, and finances to the state 

legislatures, therein lies the failure of 

PRIs. 

 The transfer of various governance 

functions—like the provision of 

education, health, sanitation, and water 

was not mandated. Instead the 

amendment listed the functions that 

could be transferred, and left it to the 

state legislature to actually devolve 

functions. 

 The major failure of the Amendment is 

the lack of finances for PRIs. Local 

governments can either raise their own 

revenue through local taxes or receive 

intergovernmental transfers. 

 The power to tax, even for subjects falling 

within the purview of PRIs, has to be 

specifically authorized by the state 

legislature. The 73rd Amendment let this 

be a choice open to the state 

legislatures—a choice that most states 

have not exercised. 

 Though finance commissions, at every 

level, have advocated for greater 

devolution of funds, there has been little 

action by states to devolve funds. 
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 PRIs are reluctant to take on projects that 

require any meaningful financial outlay, 

and are often unable to solve even the 

most basic local governance needs. 

 PRIs also suffer from structural 

deficiencies i.e. no secretarial support and 

lower levels of technical knowledge which 

restricted the aggregation of bottom up 

planning . 

 There is a presence of adhocism i.e. lack 

of clear setting of agenda in gram sabha, 

gram samiti meetings and no proper 

structure. 

 Though women and SC/STs has got 

representation in PRIs through 

reservation mandated by 73rd 

amendment but there is a presence of 

Panch-Pati and Proxy representation in 

case of women and SC/STs 

representatives respectively. 

 Accountability arrangements remain very 

weak even after 26 years of PRIs 

constitutional arrangement. 

Way forward 

Despite the progress the Panchayati Raj system 

made in last 17 years, since 1993, there are many 

agendas, which are yet to be implemented for 

achieving full Swaraj as desired by Mahatma 

Gandhi: 

 Providing sufficient staff, office space and 

infrastructure. 

 Allocating funds sufficient for carrying out 

the objectives of the Panchayati Raj 

Institutions.  

 Removing the word 'Discretion' [Article 

243G] and creating mandatory obligation 

upon the States for devolution of 3Fs.  

 Implementing the Provisions of the 

Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled 

Areas) Act (PESA) to address the demands 

of the tribal population living in rural 

areas.  

 Special focus to be laid down on North 

Eastern States, 6th Schedule Areas.  

 Urgent need of the effective functioning 

of the State Finance Commission with a 

priority of sustenance of PRIs.  
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